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Medford Historical Commission City By-Law 
 

Chapter 48  HISTORICAL PRESERVATION* 
 
__________ 
*Cross references:  Buildings and building regulations, ch. 10; zoning, ch. 94.   
__________ 
 
ARTICLE I.  IN GENERAL 
 
Secs. 48-1--48-30.  Reserved. 
 
ARTICLE II.  HISTORICAL COMMISSION* 
 
__________ 
*State law references:  Historical commission, M.G.L.A. c. 40, § 8D.  
_________ 
 
Sec. 48-31.  Establishment; appointment. 
There is hereby established in the city a historical commission, for the preservation, promotion and 
development of the historical assets of the city. The historical commission shall consist of not less than 
three, nor more than seven, members appointed by the mayor. The terms of the members shall be for one, 
two or three years, and so arranged that the terms of approximately one-third of the members will expire 
each year, and their successors shall be appointed for terms of three years each. 
(Rev. Ords. 1974, ch. 21, § 1) 
 
Sec. 48-32.  Powers and duties. 
The powers and duties of the historical commission shall be in accordance with M.G.L.A. c. 40, § 8D. 
(Rev. Ords. 1974, ch. 21, § 2) 
 
Sec. 48-33.  Reports and records. 
The historical commission shall keep accurate records of its meetings and actions and shall file an annual 
report with the mayor. 
(Rev. Ords. 1974, ch. 21, § 3) 
Secs. 48-34--48-50.  Reserved. 
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ARTICLE III.  HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION* 
 
Historic District Commission bylaw accessible through the City of Medford website at www.medford.org. 
 
ARTICLE IV.  REGULATIONS 
 
Sec. 48-76.  Intent and purpose. 
This article is enacted for the purpose of protecting the city's significant historical, cultural, and 
architectural buildings. This article aims to protect and preserve significant historic properties within the 
town by encouraging their owners to seek out persons who might be willing to purchase, preserve, 
rehabilitate, or restore such buildings rather than demolish them. 
(Ord. No. 591, § 1, 8-2-1994) 
 
Sec. 48-77.  Definitions. 
As used in this article, the following words and terms, unless the context requires otherwise, shall have the 
following meanings: 
Building  means any combination of materials forming a shelter for persons, animals, or property.   
Building commissioner  means the city building commissioner.   
Commission  means the city historical commission.   
Demolition  means any act of destroying, eliminating, pulling down, razing, or removing a building or any 
portion thereof, or starting the work of any such act with the intention of completing the same.   
Person  means any natural person, firm, partnership, association, or corporation.   
Preferably-preserved significant building  means any significant building as to which the commission 
determines, as provided in subsection 48-78(g), that it is in the public interest to be preserved or 
rehabilitated rather than to be demolished.   
Significant building  means any building or portion thereof, which is not within a local historic district 
subject to regulation under the provisions of M.G.L.A. c. 40C but which:   
(1)   Has been listed in or is the subject of a pending application for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places; or 
(2)   Has been listed in the Massachusetts Register of Historic Places; or 
(3)   Was built before 1900 and which is determined by the commission to be a significant building as 
provided by subsection 48-78(d) either because: 
a.   It is importantly associated with one or more historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 
cultural, political, economic, or social history of the city or the commonwealth; or 
b.   It is historically or architecturally important in terms of period, style, method of building construction, 
or association with an important architect or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of 
buildings. 
(Ord. No. 591, § 2, 8-2-1994) 
Cross references:  Definitions generally, § 1-2.   
 
Sec. 48-78.  Procedures. 
(a)   No permit for the demolition of a building which is a significant building as defined in section 48-77 
herein shall be issued other than in conformity with the provisions of this article as well as in conformity 
with provisions of other laws applicable to the demolition of buildings and the issuance of permits therefor 
generally. 
(b)   Any person who intends to file an application for a permit to demolish a building which: (1) has been 
listed in, or is the subject of, a pending application for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or 
is listed in the Massachusetts Register of Historic Places; or, (2) which was constructed before 1900, shall 
first file a notice of intent to demolish a significant building with city clerk, and, in addition, shall complete 
the review process established in this section. The city clerk shall forthwith transmit copies of each duly 
filed notice of intent to the commission and the building commissioner. 
(c)   The commission shall prepare and have available for distribution a notice of intent to demolish a 
significant building which shall contain at least the following information: 
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(1)   The applicant's name, address, and interest in such property; 
(2)   The owner's name and address, if different from that of the applicant; 
(3)   The address or location of such property; 
(4)   The assessor's map and parcel number; 
(5)   A brief description of such property; and 
(6)   An explanation of the proposed use to be made of the site of such property. 
(d)   Within 30 days from its receipt of a notice of intent to demolish a significant building, the commission 
shall file with the city clerk an initial determination in writing as to whether or not the building is a 
significant building in accordance with any criterion set forth in section 48-77. 
(1)   If the commission determines that a building is not significant, this determination shall be transmitted 
to the applicant, to the building commissioner, and to the city clerk and the applicant shall not be required 
to take any further steps prior to filing for a demolition permit. 
(2)   If the commission determines that a building is significant, this determination shall be transmitted to 
the applicant, to the building owner, to the building commissioner, and to the city clerk. 
(e)   The commission shall, unless the building is not significant, hold a public hearing on each such notice 
of intent within 30 days after the initial determination of significance is made in accordance with 
subsection (d) of this section. The commission shall give notice thereof by publishing the date, time, place, 
and purpose of the hearing in a local newspaper at least 14 days before such hearing and also by mailing a 
copy of said notice to the applicant within seven days of said hearing. The commission may also require 
that the applicant maintain on the building which is the subject of an application a notice, in a form 
designated by the commission, visible from the nearest public way, of any hearing upon the subject matter 
of such application; and the applicant shall comply with such requirement. Within 21 days from the close 
of the public hearing, the commission shall file a written determination with the city clerk as to whether the 
demolition of the building will be detrimental to the historical, cultural, or architectural heritage or 
resources of the city. 
(f)   If, after such hearing, the commission determines that the demolition of the significant building would 
not be detrimental to the historical, cultural, or architectural heritage or resources of the city, the 
commission shall so notify the applicant, the building commissioner, and the city clerk. Upon receipt of 
such notification, the building commissioner may, subject to the requirements of the state building code and 
any other applicable laws, bylaws, rules and regulations, issue the demolition permit. 
(g)   If the commission determines that the demolition of the significant building would be detrimental to 
the historical, cultural, or architectural heritage or resources of the city, such building shall be designated a 
preferably-preserved significant building. 
(h)   Upon a determination by the commission that the significant building which is the subject of the 
application for a demolition permit is a preferably preserved significant building, the commission shall so 
advise the applicant, the building owner, the building commissioner, and the city clerk and no demolition 
permit may be issued until at least six months after the date of such determination by the commission. 
(i)   Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, the building commissioner may issue a demolition permit for 
a preferably-preserved significant building at any time after receipt of written advice from the commission 
to the effect that either: 
(1)   The commission is satisfied that there is no reasonable likelihood that either the owner or some other 
person is willing to purchase, preserve rehabilitate, or restore such building; or 
(2)   The commission is satisfied that for at least six months the owner has made continuing, bona fide, and 
reasonable efforts to locate a purchaser to preserve, rehabilitate, and restore the subject building, and that 
such efforts have been unsuccessful. 
(Ord. No. 591, § 3, 8-2-1994) 
 
Sec. 48-79.  Emergency demolition. 
Nothing in this article shall restrict the building commissioner from ordering the demolition of a significant 
building determined by him to present a clear and present danger to the safety of the public which only 
demolition can prevent. 
(Ord. No. 591, § 4, 8-2-1994) 
 
Sec. 48-80.  Noncompliance. 
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(a)   The commission and the building commissioner are each authorized to institute any and all 
proceedings in law or equity as they deem necessary to obtain compliance with the requirements of this 
article or to prevent a violation thereof. 
(b)   No building permit shall be issued with respect to any premises upon which a significant building has 
been voluntarily demolished in violation of this article for a period of two years after the date of the 
completion of such demolition. As used herein, "premises" includes the parcel of land upon which the 
demolished significant building was located. 
(Ord. No. 591, § 5, 8-2-1994) 
 


