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Town/City:  Medford 

Place (neighborhood or village): Winter Hill 
  

Name of Area:  Pierce – Whiting Garages 

Present Use: commercial 

Construction Dates or Period:  1918 

Overall Condition:   Fair 

Major Intrusions and Alterations:  Indeterminate 1922 
addition; alterations to siding and finishes; some partial 
demolition. 
Acreage: 0.9 acre; 21,390 square feet 

Recorded  by: John D. Clemson 

Organization: Medford Historical Commission 

Date (month/year): September 2019 

Locus Map 
 

    see continuation sheet 
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  Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION     
 
 The Pierce – Whiting Garages, constructed in 1918, constitute a complex of two large, single-story garage 
buildings arranged perpendicular to the street at the northwest and southeast corners of a large, open lot paved with 
asphalt fronting both Winchester and Alfred streets on the west and east, respectively.  The frontage is oriented toward 
Winchester Street.   
 

No. 96 is 46 feet wide by 50 feet deep, with a 9-foot-wide, 60-foot-long rear ell aligned with the north elevation of 
the main body.  The re-entrant angle between the main body and wing is set at a 45° angle between the wider front and 
narrower ell (see footprint and locus map).  A row of open bays sheltered by a high cinderblock wall separating the rear lot 
from the residential neighbors to the north extends to near the edge of the east lot line.  The 1950 Sanborn map indicates 
these bays were originally covered by a shed.  This building was renovated with a modernist aesthetic during recent 
decades that includes smooth stucco parging and a projecting flat, metallic parapet that wraps around the west- and 
south-facing elevations.  Window and door openings facing south into the court are unadorned and square with aluminum 
frames.  The pane configurations are horizontal and the main door, located near the center in the second-from-left of four 
bays, is aluminum with a sidelight on the left and a shallow transom.  The unaltered rear, north-facing elevation of the 
building suggests its original appearance.  The walls are constructed of rusticated cinderblock and the flat roof is adorned 
by exposed joist ends that resemble a bracketed cornice.  A boarded window opening suggests the building originally had 
slightly larger-than-standard, vertically oriented windows with cast concrete sills and wood or metal lintels. 

 
No. 100 is 56 feet wide by 178 feet deep, with a 16-foot-deep bay extending from the east third of the north 

elevation.  The main body is sheltered by a gambrel roof with a steeply pitched lower slope and an almost flat upper, 
suggesting the interior is supported by a broad truss system in order to avoid interior load-bearing partitions.  The side bay 
has a flat roof.  This building has also been altered at the façade with smooth parging terminating in a stepped parapet 
that rises above the gambrel.  A decorative, monolithic pavilion surrounds a multi-bay entrance in the center third.  The 
building is lit by square windows with single lights and hopper sash at the base arranged in a regular, symmetrical pattern.  
A loading dock with a high articulated opening that extends above the cornice is placed near the projecting bay toward the 
center of the north-facing elevation. 

 
The frontage of the topographically even lot is lined by high chain-link fencing and the court in front of and 

between the buildings is entirely paved in asphalt; the narrow frontage in front of No. 96, however, is landscaped with 
lawn and specimen trees.  This commercial/ light-industrial use occupies the center of a block otherwise populated by 
residential multi-family properties, many dating to the second half of the 19th through first quarter of the 20th century.  
 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE      
 
 A detailed history of ownership could not be readily completed because registered land records, in which status 
the property is held, are not generally available electronically.  However a general history of the area was possible to 
reconstruct using commercial and insurance maps and building permits.  The area lies within the Winter Hill section of 
southeast Medford, much of which was held during most of the 19th century by various members of the Tufts family.  They 
included William, Edward, George F. and Alfred Tufts.  The area was subdivided in 1854 by William Tufts et al (figure 1).  
Two of them were sons of Joseph Frothingham Tufts, while William and Edward were Joseph’s brothers.  The brothers 
had inherited the land from their uncle Nathan Tufts, a wealthy Charlestown gentleman who owned significant acreage in 
the area.  George F. Tufts (born ca. 1825) was an officer of the Warren Institution for Savings of Charlestown as early as 
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1882 and was still active at the bank in 1917 at the age of 92.  As late as 1889 96 Winchester Street remained part of the 
Tufts’ holdings.1 
 
 While 96 Winchester Street remained in an unimproved condition until 1918 and in the ownership of the Tufts 
family until after 1889, No. 100 had been developed with a row of 12 diminutive single-story attached houses by 1875.  An 
1888 subdivision map and commercial and insurance maps reproduced below (figure 2, 3 and 4) demonstrate these 
houses were only approximately 22 feet square and evidently faced Lawn Park, an alleyway, since disappeared, that 
traversed the Winchester (known as Charles Street prior to 1889)/ Albion/ Alfred/ Newbern block just north of 104 
Winchester Street.  The subdivision plan indicates the owner was E.F. Peck.  Estella F. Peck (born 1856) was identified 
as the wife of Ransom O. Peck and a resident of Rehoboth in a deed referenced in note 2.  Early 20th century census 
records confirm that she resided there as the head of a household, indicating she was a widow by that time.  Her 
household included her aunt, Priscilla G. Sheldon, and three farm workers including a manager and two laborers, 
suggesting a productive and active farm.  A single deed dated 1889 conveying lot 10 to Nelly A. Archer, wife of Alanson J. 
Archer of Medford, was located.2  No record of the Archers residing in Medford could be located, however.  By 1898 the 
property appears to be labelled “L.V. Niles.”  This was likely Louville V. Niles (1839-1928), a prominent Boston meat 
packer who resided in Somerville and was an active real estate developer in Medford and surrounding towns late in his 
career.3  An attempt was made to locate a census listing for Lawn Park by cross referencing long-term abutters, including 
Luther T. Seaver (104 Winchester Street) and Samuel L. and George L. Downing (92 Winchester), without fruition.  One 
exception was 1900, when a single resident was listed: Alfred Sanford, born 1833, a native of Sweden and a painter, and 
his wife, Mary, a native of Canada, who resided at No. 7.  According to period maps the row appears to have undergone a 
period of decay: by 1897 No. 11, near the east end of the complex, was labelled “partly burned” and by 1903 four toward 
the east end had been demolished and six of the remaining eight were labelled “vacant.”  By 1910 only one, labelled 100 
Winchester Street, remained.  Between 1924 and 1938 this small dwelling was occupied by John Bowman, a painter.  It 
disappeared sometime after 1950 according to Sanborn maps.4 
 
 By 1918 the two parcels had come under combined ownership and gradually developed as currently configured 
with two large garage buildings designed to maintain and store automobiles.  Building department records indicate the 
complex was developed by then-owner John Pierce and constructed by G. Rappoli in four phases in 1918 and 1922.5  
Pierce (born ca. 1875), a native of Massachusetts and single head of household residing at 49 Edward Street, was 
recorded with the occupation of garage man operating his own garage in 1920, but there are no other records of his 
activities in Medford with certainty.  His builder was Gustavo Rappoli (born 1873), a native of Radicofani, Siena, Italy, who 
immigrated in 1906 and became a naturalized citizen in 1930.  He resided nearby at 12 Harvard Terrace and was a 
manufacturer of concrete blocks at 293 Harvard Avenue between ca. 1920 and 1940.  His household included his wife, 
Adelaide, and 8 children born between 1899 and 1920; 3 in Italy and 5 in Massachusetts.  By 1944 the property was 
owned by Roger W. Brown and during the late 1950s by Kay Kolligian, both of whom made minor repairs and alterations 
in 1944, 1956, and 1958.  Since 1995 the entire complex has been owned by its current owner.6 
 

                                                 
1 Dempsey, South Medford Survey Plan, September 2017; see also MCSRD Plan Book 7:19 (1854) and 58:29 (1888). 
2 MCSRD 1902:249 (1889). 
3 Born in Maine, Niles came to Boston in 1860 and began his career as a provisioner at Faneuil Hall Market.  He had a long-term 
interest in real estate, however, and at his death his holdings were valued at $2m. Niles lived in Somerville and later in Wellesley.  
Boston Globe, “Louville V Niles Dies in Wellesley,” 20 July 1928.  Edward Augustus Samuels, Henry Hastings Kimball, Somerville, Past 
and Present: An Illustrated Historical Souvenir Commemorative of the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the Establishment of the City 
Government of Somerville, Mass., (Samuels and Kimball, 1897) p. 671. 
4 Ancestry: 1860, 1870, 1880, 1900, 1910, 1920 Federal Census. 
5 Building permit reference cards describe a 22x60 cement block garage, Jul. 1918, a 17x108 concrete block garage, Sep. 1918, 
102x18 “six two car garages, Nov. 1918, and an “addition to garage,” Sep. 1922.  These dimensions do not precisely match current 
configurations but may reflect changes of plans and unidentified additions. 
6 Ancestry: vital records: U.S. Naturalization Records Indexes (Rappoli sailed aboard the S.S. Cita Di Genova arriving in New York in 
1906; World War I draft reg. card; 1920, 1930, 1940 Federal Census; MCSRD 25703:359 (1995); 1206:55 (1999). 
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The building’s tenants were identified in period directory listings.  Between 1924 and 1926 96 Winchester was 
occupied by the auto repair garages of John Pierce and George S. Waddell; by 1928 Waddell remained the only listing, 
suggesting he had expanded to occupy the whole building.  No. 100 Winchester, also known as 100r and later 102, was 
occupied by the Whiting Milk Co. and other unidentified garage and repair facilities until beyond 1938. 
 
 The Whiting Milk Co., active between ca. 1857 and 1973, was perhaps the oldest distributor of milk and dairy 
products door-to-door, similar to other dairies such as H.P. Hood, in the Boston Market.  It was established by David 
Whiting (born 1810) in 1857.  Whiting’s father, Oliver, owned a large farm in Wilton, New Hampshire.  “With the advent of 
the railroad to Wilton, Mr. Whiting [David] inaugurated operations in the milk contracting business for the Boston 
market…”7  The firm was carried on by his son Harvey Augustus Whiting (1833-1903) and grandsons Isaac Spalding 
(born 1858), George (born 1861), John Kimball (born 1863), David (born 1870) and Charles Frederick (1875-1972).  
Charles used his Harvard (1897) and MIT training to manage the dairy in a modern sanitary manner but his brothers were 
active in its management as well.  With the advent of new marketing techniques and increased mobility due to the 
proliferation of automobiles after World War II the business of delivering milk and other dairy product went into a decline.  
The company went into bankruptcy in 1973.8 
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Charles Brooks, James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 
Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged, and Brought Down to 1885 by James M. Usher (Rand, Avery & Company, 
The Franklin Press, 1886). 
 
Claire Dempsey, South Medford Survey Plan, September 2017. 
 
Records of the City of Medford Building Department. 
 

                                                 
7 The Granite Monthly, Vol. XXXI (The Granite Monthly Company, 1901) pp. 15-18. 
8 Boston Daily Globe, Oct. 24, 1972, p. 51; numerous Globe items indicate Whiting Milk underwent numerous legal and labor troubles 
during the middle of the 20th century: Hood brought suit regarding copy write infringements in advertisements and although several 
strikes took place, other items suggest the firm had a number of drivers with decades of service (see also Mar. 3, 1915, p. 9, “Whiting 
Plead Nolo Contendere, Charged with Combination in Restraint of Trade;” and Feb. 18, 1973, p. 57, “Whiting’s Fall Darkens Future of 
Home Deliveries.” 
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DATA SHEET 
 
MHC 
# 

Assessor’s 
# 

Street 
# 

Street Name Historic Name Form Style Const. Date 

 X 09 60 96 Winchester 
Street 

Pierce-Waddell 
Garage 

Rectangular 
block 

n/a 1918 

 Y 09 7 100 Winchester 
Street 

Whiting Garage Gambrel block n/a 1918 

 

 
Figure 1.  MCSRD 7:19 (1854) showing a section of the Tufts subdivision.  The subject property includes parts of lots 52, 
53, 60 and 61 outlined in red.  Note that Charles Street was changed to Winchester Street by 1889.  Note orientation: 
north is upper right. 
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Figure 2.  MCSRD 58:29 (1888) showing the tenement row present at Lawn Park until the late 19th century.  Note 
orientation: north is right. 
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Figure 3.  Initial depiction of the tenement row facing Lawn Park indicated by the red arrow.  Charles Street was later 
renamed Winchester Street and W. Albion Newbern Avenue.  North is up. 
 

 
Figure 4.  1897 Sanborn depicting an accurate footprint of the tenement row indicated by the red arrow.  Note that No. 11 
near the top of the image is notated “partly burned.”  Note orientation: north is upper left. 
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Figure 5.  1936 Sanborn map showing full buildout, last remaining row tenement and stump of Lawn Park, outlined in red.  
 

 
View from W showing original north elevation of 96 Winchester Street constructed of rusticated cinderblock. 
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View from W showing 100 Winchester Street façade and north elevation. 
 

 
View from SW showing the northeast corner of the property with former garage bays. 
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Aerial view facing north (Bing, 9/25/2019) showing lot and roof configurations. 
 


