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NRDIS MDF.E (04/14/1975) 
 
Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): East Medford 
  

Address:  43 Pleasant Street 

Historic Name:   Cowan – Ewell Tenant House 

Uses: Present:  single-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   prior to 1855 

Source:   maps, deeds 

Style/Form:    no style/ end house 

Architect/Builder:   unknown 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   granite block 

Wall/Trim:   wood shingle/ wood 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  detached garage 
 

Major Alterations (with dates): Porch enclosure, 20th 
century; sash, recent.  
 
 

Condition:   Fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.16 acre; 6,860 square feet 

Setting:    Dense early 19th century residential 
neighborhood with a mix of larger end houses and smaller 
cottages and end houses, many in a legible Greek Revival 
or Italianate vocabulary. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Cowan – Ewell Tenant House is of a building type common to both Medford and the surrounding region known as 
the end house.  The type is characterized by a gable front and represented an innovation in domestic planning during the middle 
decades of the 19th century.  End houses are thought to have evolved with the popularization of the Greek Revival style in order 
to create temple-like, pedimented facades.  Earlier types, characterized by side gables with ridges parallel to the frontage, were 
re-oriented perpendicular to the street, usually to minimize frontage, the most expensive attribute of property, as residential 
suburbs began to develop more densely during the period.  End houses generally have side-entry, side-hall plans, as is likely the 
case here, although the entry is hidden within a later enclosed hip-roofed porch.  It likely aligns, however, with the right-side 
entrance to the porch.  The building is expanded with a parallel rear ell aligned with the right side of the house, the enclosed 
front porch, and a pair of gabled dormers each lighting the rear pile of the house on either side.  This diminutive example is only 
25 feet wide by 24 feet deep within the main body, with a 16-foot-wide, 30-foot-deep rear ell.  The main body is also framed in a 
‘knee wall,’ whereby the plate is located a half story above the second floor, a common attribute of period end houses.  An 
interior stove chimney is placed against the left elevation in the forward pile, indicating the location of a front parlor. 
 
 The house appears to retain much of its original or early finish, including wood shingle siding, plain corner boards, 
molded rake boards with eave returns, and back-band casings.  One-over-one sash has recently been replaced and appears to 
be vinyl.  The front porch, enclosed by a solid shingle parapet and jalousie windows, displays characteristics of the mid-20th 
century.  Each of the decorative attributes are generic and relate to a number of styles prevalent during the mid-19th century.  
However interior inspection of the main entry may provide evidence of Greek Revival styling such as a trabeated surround or 
side lights, which are common throughout the neighborhood. 
 
 The house is sited at a shallow setback against the right (west) side boundary within feet of its neighbor to the west, 31 
Pleasant Street.  The right-side entry is reached by a high stone stoop and the frontage is retained by a low fieldstone wall, both 
of recent vintage.  The open side yard to the east of the building is filled with an asphalt drive which leads to a detached, wood-
frame, hip-roofed, two-bay garage located in the left-rear (southeast) corner of the lot with finishes that generally match the main 
house.  Landscaping includes open lawn, foundation plantings and mature trees along the side and rear lot lines. 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 
 The early history of the Cowan – Ewell Tenant House is not entirely clear.  It is clearly depicted on the 1855 Walling map 
labelled “Coven” and is identified as the “Covell” Cottage in MDF.E and MDF.F.  However in an 1887 deed description a former 
abutter is identified as “John Cowan,” likely the correct identity and spelling.1  The 1850 Federal Census listed an immediate 
neighbor of Isaac Ewell, the property’s later owner and earlier owner of the abutting property at 31 Pleasant, with a barely legible 
surname spelling that could be interpreted as Cowan, likely placing him at the subject property.  A similar but equally illegible 
surname appeared in the same location in 1855 in the state census.  This figure was listed as a laborer, age 43 (born ca. 1812), 
a native of Sicily.  His household included a wife, Sarah, a native of Nova Scotia, and three children under the age of 10 born in 
Massachusetts. 
 
 A subsequent deed dated 1887 identifies the grantor of both 31 and 43 Pleasant Street as Harriet F. Ewell (born ca. 
1838), an heir of the former owner Isaac Ewell.  Isaac Ewell (1808-1887), a native of Marshfield, was identified, like many of his 
neighbors, as a carpenter and ship carpenter throughout his active life in East Medford between 1850 and his death (many East 
Medford ship carpenters were South Shore natives).  He resided at 31 Pleasant Street and had acquired the subject property, 
his immediate abutter to the rear, between 1855 and his death, although the deed could not be readily located.2  In 1887 his heir, 
unmarried daughter Harriet, sold both lots to Horace A. Hannon of Cairo, Ill.  There is no evidence that Hannon ever resided in 
Medford, and four years later in 1891 the Medford Saving Bank, having taken possession of the property for Hannon’s inability to 
                                                           
1 MCSRD 1841:536 (1887): John Cowan is listed as a former abutter in the description 
2 See footnote 1; Ancestry: vital records, deaths, Medford; 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880 Federal Census; 1855 Massachusetts State Census. 
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meet the conditions of a mortgage, sold it to George P. Marsh for $2,750.  Marsh (1846-1934) was a commercial traveler for a 
wholesale clothing company and later operated as a tailor.  He lived elsewhere in Medford until 1910, by which time he resided 
at the subject property, but by 1920 had moved next door to number 31.  His household included his wife, Grace Alice (born 
Nov. 1859), son Horace (born Jul. 1886) and Harriet Ewell, the daughter of the former owner of both properties.  In 1900 Harriet 
Ewell was listed as a servant and in 1910 as a boarder, suggesting she and Marsh were not related, although it is possible that 
they were.3 
 
 In 1915 George P. Marsh sold the subject property “…being part of the…premises” he had acquired in 1891, to Annie 
Patten, the wife of George M. Patten.  Consideration was not specified but the Pattens together immediately gave a mortgage to 
Marsh for $2,500 due in 3 years at 5%.  Patten (born ca. 1881), a native of S. Ohio, Nova Scotia, was a driver and later a porter 
for a bakery.  In 1904 he had married Annie N. Sullivan (born ca. 1880), a native of Ireland.  During their ownership of the 
property between 1915 and 1977 their household included three sons and three daughters born in Massachusetts between 1908 
and 1919.  In 1930 the property was valued at $5,000.  In 1977 an heir, Alfred J. Patten, sold the property to Angelo G. and 
Beverly Balboni, who owned it until 1995.  Between 1995 and 1997 it was owned by Joseph L. and Susan E. Contardo.  The 
current owner, since 1997, is Theodore Y. Ts’o.4 
 
 The Cowan – Ewell Tenant House contributes to the Old Ship Street Historic District MDF.E (04/14/1975).  It remains 
well preserved and retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, felling and association and is an 
important part of a largely intact early 19th-century streetscape. 
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1855 Walling map detail showing the footprint and early owner “Covan,” likely John Cowan. 

                                                           
3 Ancestry: 1860 (Cairo, Ill.), 1900, 1910, 1920 Federal Census. 
4 MCSRD 3955:246 (1915); 13264:437 (1977); 25370:95 (1995); 27476:374 (1997); Ancestry: vital records, marriages (Boston); 1930 Federal 
Census. 
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1855 Walling map showing the subject property labeled “Covan.”  In 1875 both properties are labeled “Ewell;” 1889 “Ewell Hrs;” 
and 1898 “Geo. Marsh.”   
 

 
View from N showing the right elevation. 
 

 
View from N showing detached garage. 


