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  Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
Properties within this area are identified in the text by address and can be cross referenced to the expanded data sheet in 
that way; properties also covered in an MHC B form have that B form number included in this text. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION     
 

The Touro-Manning Area is located on the south side of the Mystic River and to the west of Main Street and the 
oldest bridge across the river, in the Medford Square South neighborhood.  That neighborhood is an extension of civic 
and commercial development from Medford Square and includes a ring of dense residential development. This area is 
located within that larger residential zone and includes houses along South Street and Summer Street at the north and 
south ends respectively, and along two parallel north-south streets that were extended between them, Touro Avenue on 
the west and Manning Street on the east. Development here took place first along South Street, one of the first roadways 
to extend from the Great Road to Boston (Main Street), where houses looked out across the river. At about the same time, 
between 1793 and 1803, the Middlesex Canal crossed this area near the path of Summer Street and formed the south 
bound of the neighborhood. Over the 19th century, the large lots that ran between these were subdivided and developed in 
two waves of growth, first in the third quarter of the 19th century with single-family houses and later at the turn of the 20th 
century with single-, two-, and three-family houses. There is one large parcel at 21 Touro and three moderate-sized 
parcels to either side of it at 9-11 and 27 Touro and another at 14 Manning.  Most of the lots are of smaller in size, many 
about 50 feet along the streets and 90 to 105 feet deep, and houses are for the most part centered on their lots, close to 
the street. Fifty-six major buildings survive here, ten on both sides of South Street, five on the north side of Summer 
Street, 21 on Manning, and 20 on Touro. 
 

The two earliest houses known to have been built here, associated with the turn of the 19th century occupation of 
the area by Abraham Touro and the heirs of Nathan Tufts, have been demolished; see Narrative.  But several of the 
houses constructed in the second quarter of the 19th century when the larger parcels were subdivided and the new 
perpendicular streets were begun, have survived. The King House (21 Touro Avenue, 1839, MDF.54), a Greek Revival 
cottage with a fine Greek Doric porch tucked under its extended roof, is exceptional for its state of preservation as well as 
the size of its lot. Next door, the Stetson House (9-11 Touro, ca. 1840, MDF.1857. 1858) takes the familiar end house 
form, as does the Riley-Hemphill House (66 South Street, by 1855, MDF.1853) and though both have lost much of their 
period trim and wall covering, their essential character is still legible.  Harder to untangle is the Hemphill House 18 Touro, 
1855-1875), which may have an ell house at its core, as the footprint is seen in period views and can be traced today; it 
has been raised to three stories on one side and its rear reentrant angle filled. Another house had been located on South 
Street, the James House at the corner of South and Touro, it has apparently been replaced by the two-family as 84 South 
Street. 
 

Construction in this area during the third quarter of the 19th century, between 1855-1875, was more uniform in 
form and type but more various in size than the buildings that proceeded them, appearing in almost every case to be 
examples of the exceptionally popular end house. Characterized by their end-gabled orientation, these examples include 
the typical three-bay façade on the main block, enclosing one variation or another of a side-hall plan, often with rear ells. 
Most numerous here are examples of a story-and-a-half in height, eight in number, and most of these appear to have 
been constructed along Touro Avenue by one of the area’s most effective developers, Amos K Hemphill.  Though most 
have experienced window and siding replacements, their form and scale remain clear; today most have a projecting bay 
at the rear on the same side as the entry and a full front porch; it is not clear how many had integral rear ells and how 
many did not. Hemphill Tenant Houses can be found at 35 and 36 Touro, including 39 Touro with an addition to one 
side. Closely related are the Warner House at 33 Touro and the Marston House at 27 Touro, which also has a flanking 
addition. The Hemphill-Miles House at 16 Manning (MDF.1849) is another associated property, also including a lateral 
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addition, while the Booker House at 109 Summer Street (MDF.540), has a later wing and enclosed porch. Another 
Hemphill Tenant House at 44 Touro is an end house at its core, two stories under a mansard roof. 

 
This area includes four examples of end houses rising to two stories constructed between 1855 and 1874 and six 

more added before the end of the century. An outstanding example is the Benjamin Randall House at 15 Manning 
Street (1873-75. MDF.1540), a well-preserved Italianate under a hip roof with a projecting bay at rear and a wrap-around 
porch. Three have gable roofs and though they have new windows and siding, they share the core form, including the E S 
Randall House at 11 Manning, the Charles Currier House at 17 Manning, and the Hemphill Tenant House at 21 
Manning. Six related houses were constructed between 1889 and 1898: Those under a gable roof include the Chandler 
Tenant House at 27 Manning (1889-1898), the Knox Tenant House at 24 Touro (1896), while Hammond Tenant 
House at 34 Touro (1889-1898) is distinguished by its centered canted bay. Hip-roofed examples were also found here, 
including the Henderson Brothers Houses at 69 and 71 South Street (1875-1889), small houses with square bay 
windows on their facades which do not seem to have included integral rear ells; another is the Knox Tenant House at 30 
Touro (1896). 
 
 As is often the case in middle-class neighborhoods of this period, some builders chose the duplex form, houses 
with two units side-by-side within a shared volume. Nathaniel P Ames House, 75-77 South Street (MDF.1854, 1866-
1870) is distinctive because it appears to have been constructed with a shared center entry in the gabled block. The 
Monroe Tenant Duplex at 14-16 Touro (1875-1889) is a hip-roofed block with a closely set pair of centered entries; a 
local informant believes that this was once an outbuilding to one of the area’s larger houses. A more fashionable example 
is the Chandler Tenant Duplex at 32 Touro (1889-1898), a gambrel-end volume with gambrel bays projecting from both 
rear piles. The wrap-around porch provides access to the side entries in those bays, providing additional privacy for the 
units. The larger John Hughes Duplex at 60 South Street (MDF.1852, 1912-14) is a hip-roofed block with multiple 
canted bays on the South Street façade and porches and dormers on both the South and the Manning Street elevations. 
The house is unusual for this arrangement of entries on two separate parts of the building, its façade and one side 
elevation facing Manning Street. 
 

A handful of single-family houses were added to the area at turn of century. The most ambitious and well 
preserved is the John Manning Foster House at 10 Manning Street (1896, MDF.1539), a shingled hip block with corner 
tower. The Queen Ann Miles House at 22 Manning (1889-98) is a parlor-bypass house with a tower in its reentrant 
angle.  More common at this time were foursquare houses, a house type that rose to popularity during this period when 
many homeowners sought to simplify their houses and their interiors. These houses took a square footprint commonly 
topped by a hip roof and enclosed a plan including a side entry opening onto a front living room, leading onto a rear dining 
room, with a kitchen behind the entry. In contrast to earlier end houses, four squares rarely included a separate rear 
service space. The earliest of these appears to the Chandler Tenant House at 20 Touro (1897), which includes a full 
front porch and dormers.  The Chandler-Coffee House is a well-preserved example at 38 Touro (1900-03, MDF.541) 
which shares these features. Two later examples include 43 and 47 Manning (1910-36), with an entry porch and a single 
dormer. The Ames Tenant House at 81 South (1916) has recently been altered with a third story but may have once 
resembled these other houses. 
 
 As in many Medford neighborhoods, turn-of-the-century building here was dominated by two-families, and here 
eleven were built on Manning Street alone, as well as three on Summer Street and two on South Street; Touro was the 
exception with no two-families.  Seven were built between 1889 and 1898, and they present comparatively unusual 
variations of the form. Two of these resemble one another quite closely, the Miles Tenant Two-family, 24-26 Manning 
(MDF.1850), and the Trask Two-family, 32 Manning Street. Each is a large rectangle under a high gabled roof, with a 
projecting gabled bay over a canted bay on the right side of the house and a broad gabled wall dormer on the opposite 
side elevation; an unusual second-story porch is also found on the right side. The plans, as reported by one informant, 
include four rooms on that more ornamental side, now used as bedrooms front and rear, living and dining rooms between; 
the opposite flat side of the building encloses the stair, bath, and kitchen; access to the attic story is from within the 
second floor unit. Both examples have ornamental shingles in the gable ends, brackets, and other decorative features of 
the Queen Anne style; 32 Manning has recently been refreshed. Nearby, the Miles Two-family, 30 Manning, is 
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composed of two gabled blocks, a smaller component in the front, a larger one in the rear, and appears to have its rooms 
arranged with the public rooms on the left and the bedrooms on the right; it too has recently been refreshed. Slightly later 
in date, the Two-family at 29 Manning (1898-1910) resembles the first two in its broad wall dormers on each side, but 
with a shallower depth; it also includes canted bay windows on its facade.  
 

Three other two-families nearby resemble one another, are quite square in their footprints, and were also built 
between 1889 and 1898. They are distinctive for having their entries not shared or side-by-side on the façade but one on 
the facade and one on the side elevation. Each includes canted bay windows on the left side of the facade and a 
projecting bay on the left side elevation enclosing the entry and additional space for the unit. Two have hipped roofs, the 
Chandler Tenant Two-family, 33 Manning, and the Otto Two-family, 39 Manning, while the center one, Otto Two-
family, 35 Manning, has a gabled roof.  The façade entry connects to a stair to the upper apartment, while the entry to 
the first-floor apartment is on the left side of each. The first -loor unit includes its dining and living rooms on either side of 
the entry, with a bedroom beyond on that side; at the rear, or on the right side from the street, is a bedroom on the street 
side, a bathroom, and a kitchen at the rear. The second-floor units would be entered at the center, with the living room, 
kitchen, and bedroom on the left, a bedroom, bath, and kitchen on the right.  
 

Five more two-families are large gabled blocks with projecting bays extending into the attic space which suggests 
they may be examples of the so-called Philadelphia two-family, in which the first-floor unit includes bedrooms on the 
second floor, and the second floor unit includes bedrooms in the attic. The Chandler Tenant Two-family at 97-99 
Summer St (1889-1898) is topped by a high hip roof, with a gambrel-roofed bay to the right side, a polygonal bay under a 
gable roof on the façade, flanked by a hip-roofed dormer. 38-40 and 42-44 Manning Street (1898-1910) both include a 
high gabled bay set on a canted base on the right side, with canted bays on the first floor of the façade as well; this side 
likely encloses the living room, dining room, and kitchen front to rear on both first and second floor. The stairs, bath, and 
one bedroom are located on the opposite side. 38-40 Manning (MDF.1851) is well preserved with shingled walls and 
period trim. The Maginnis Two-family at 83-85 Summer (1902) has a high gabled roof as well as a high gabled bay, 
though its apertures suggest it may not have shared space on the second floor. The Haskell Tenant Two-family, 113 
Summer Street (1900), includes high polygonal bay windows extending into the attic story on both side elevations, as 
well as canted bays on the façade. There are porches sheltering back doors at the rear of each side-elevation.  A 
matching house is located next door at 117 Summer Street (MDF.1014). 
 
 The neighborhood also includes three examples of the more familiar configurations of the two-family with 
Progressive-era plans. The Two-family at 34 Manning (1910-1936) has a low gabled roof and an enclosed front porch 
with deck above, a common configuration; its public rooms and kitchen are on the right side, its bedrooms and bath on the 
left with the stair and grade door. The Disimone Two-family at 86 South Street (1928) is topped by a low hipped roof 
with the added amenity of a sunroom. The Two-family at 84 South (current configuration 1910-1936) may be a 
replacement or a major alteration to the James House that was located there since the early 19th century. Today it is a 
wide gabled block with a two-story porch at the entries and a broad shed dormer on its roof. 
 

The neighborhood also includes six three-deckers. The now-stuccoed Newborg Three-decker at 6 Manning 
(1906) is a flat-roofed volume with a front entry porch, rear decks, and canted bays for the front living room and the dining 
room behind. The five Doherty Three-deckers that were constructed on the site of the Touro house (72-74 South, 76-78 
South, 2-4 Touro, 6-8 Touro, 10-12 Touro) were permitted in 1910 and 1911. They all take the same general form, 
though these had stacked front decks; those on South have been enclosed (72) or one level removed (74-76). In these 
examples, one side includes the living room, dining room, and a rear bedroom, the opposite the stair, bedroom, bath, and 
kitchen at the rear. 
 

Only one building was added in the postwar period, and it takes the familiar form found in Medford landscapes 
like this one:  The Dorken Real Estate Company House at 87 Summer Street (1962) is a side entry garrison colonial, 
surrounded by a brick wall. 
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE      
 

The Touro-Manning Area is located south of the Mystic River, in a section of Medford that was part of 
Charlestown until 1754. Much of this section of the City had been known as the Stinted Pasture, providing much-needed 
grazing land for the residents of Charlestown, and while it was divided into large parcels at the end of the 17th century, 
much of it remained unimproved for many decades. Another large part had been John Winthrop’s Ten Hills Farm and later 
Isaac Royal’s large estate.  Main Street was the primary north-south route, and crossed the bridge over the river to 
Medford, while South Street was one of the earliest roads along the river to the west, originally continuing on its curve to 
the south to follow the path that is now known as Winthrop Street.  The neighborhood was crossed by the Middlesex 
Canal, opened in 1803 and operating through the middle of the 19th century, and the path of the canal was in the vicinity 
Summer Street in this area. Over the early 19th century, residential development intensified in rings around the civic and 
commercial core of Medford Square.  

 
One of these residential rings surrounds the commercial core of the Medford Square South neighborhood at the 

north end of Main Street. In the large section to the west of Main Street, developers first took advantage of views across 
the river, and eventually a large area, between South Street at the north and the neighborhood boundary of Summer 
Street at the south, experienced a uniform pattern of development that created a dense and diverse landscape. 
Construction took place first along Winthrop and South streets, the oldest pathways, where large houses were 
constructed for both successful local businessmen and for Bostonians seeking respite along the river. Gradually, as the 
town grew and prospered, density around Medford Square increased and new north-south streets were extended from 
South to Summer and subdivided for the construction of moderate sized houses and later two-families and three-deckers. 
The size of this area and the large number of dwellings within it suggested that it be divided into multiple areas and that 
those area forms be layered with B forms. The subject Touro-Manning Area is one of those areas, and at the turn of the 
19th century it included two large properties owned by Abraham Touro and Elizabeth (Tufts) Tufts Gates.  After about 
1840, these large holdings were incrementally developed by both small-scale builders and well-known owners of large 
tracts.  By 1910 the area was nearly built out with a total of 48 dwellings; seven more buildings were added by 1936 and 
one in the postwar period.  No buildings have been demolished here since the loss of the Touro and Gates-Waite houses 
in about 1910. 
  

Although it has not been possible to track the ownership of all of the land in this area, it appears that the first 
substantial house here was that owned by Abraham Touro, located at the east corner of South and Touro streets until 
1910. The Touros were a well-known Dutch Jewish family that included Rabbi Isaac Touro (1737-1783), founder of Touro 
Synagogue in Newport RI, his wife Rebecca Hays Touro, and their children Abraham, Judah, and Rebecca; the brothers 
were particularly known for their philanthropy. The family removed to Jamaica during the Revolution, but Rebecca and her 
children joined her brother Michael Hays in Boston after Isaac’s death.1 Abraham Touro (1778-1822) was working in 
Boston at the time as an insurance broker when he began to buy up land in Medford in 1807. His core purchase here 
seems to have been two lots that had been owned by Isaiah Doane (1753-1805), a Boston merchant; Touro added more 
land in the area before his death.2 While it is possible that the house associated with Touro had been built by previous 
owners, its recorded footprints and one image suggest it was Touro’s, as he and his heirs owned the property from 1807 
until 1836. See figure 1 and 5. The house included a bowed bay on the end facing South Street and the River, and its 
apparent main façade (five bays with a center entry) faced to the east. Topped by a hip roof, the house was expanded by 
a rear ell and trimmed with classical ornament. At the time of his death, this was his primary residence, and his inventory 
recorded a house and core lot valued at $3500, listing comfortable furnishings for a hall, a parlor, a kitchen, chambers, 

                                                 
1 Finding Aid, Touro Family (Newport RI) Papers, American Jewish Historical Society; https://digifindingaids.cjh.org/?pID=364772.  
2 See Stephen Galebach, Open Letter to the City Council… [Historical research concerning 21 Touro Avenue], 22 February 2016.  The 
initial purchase was MCSRD: 180:205 (1807); Doane had purchased land in this area in 1801 (MCSRD 139:307, 308), 1802 (MCSRD 
147:331), and 1803 (MCSRTD 152:437). Later purchases by Touro included land on the north side of South Street (194:355, 1812); on 
the Middlesex Canal (219:92 1816); to the east near the Great Bridge (220:7, 1816); and to the south of his other land (221:449, 1822).  
These purchases are confirmed in the description of his real estate in his Suffolk County Probate Docket. #26794, though some 
purchases by Doane were credited to Touro. 
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cellar, and stable.  The parcel seems to have been divided by a lane running south to the Canal and included ornamental 
gardens. See figure 2. Metes and bounds were not provided for each parcel, but the core of the property that occupied the 
center and west sections of this area amounted to about 4½ acres and ran from South Street to the Canal, included land 
on both sides of Touro Avenue, and extended almost to Manning Street; neither of these north-south streets were in place 
until the 3rd quarter of the 19th century. Touro held significant amounts of real estate in Massachusetts and Maine and 
stock in US notes, banks, insurance companies, bridges, turnpikes, the Middlesex Canal, manufactories, and social and 
cultural institutions; his estate was valued at $158,726.3  The property was for a time occupied by Rebecca Touro Lopez 
and held by his siblings until 1836, after Rebecca’s death. 
 

A second land owner in this area, to the east and south of Touro, was yeoman Nathan Tufts Sr (1741-1784), who 
owned a parcel of pasture, mowing, and plow land and including a brickyard and a barn, described as 29½ and later as 39 
acres, as well as other marshland parcels. He died young, at age 43, and his wife Elizabeth (Tufts) Tufts (1751-1834) 
survived him, as did four sons and three daughters between 2 and 12.4 Her accounting as administrator of the estate 
included the construction of a house, 127 pounds one penny, and the “entertaining” of the carpenters and appraisers 
associated with that work; later accountings included income from the rent of the farm. She soon married again to one of 
these carpenters, Edmund Trowbridge Gates (1761-1822). Although the disposition of the entire estate has not been 
traced, her dower portion in 1786 included a house and barn and 2¾ acres and 20 rods. This may be the parcel and 
building indicated in figure 2 to the right or east of the Touro property; it appears from later footprints to have been a 
narrow front block with an offset rear ell, similar but smaller than the Touro house. See figure 5. The dower did not revert 
to the heirs until after her death, and in 1835 the land was divided between three of the Tufts heirs, who then paid cash to 
the other 11 heirs. By this time the Middlesex Canal had bisected the land, and it appears that about seven rods had been 
taken across the parcel; the canal was located between 38 rods 11 links and 39 rods and 11 links from South Street or 
about 644 feet. Nathan A Tufts (1803-1874) of Fitchburg, grandson of Nathan and Elizabeth, received the west half of the 
land north of the canal and on South Street, one acre and eight poles with a barn and an outbuilding. Daughter Elizabeth 
Tufts Waite received the other half of the land on South Street and the house that stood at the west corner of South and 
Manning streets. Granddaughter Eliza Morse received the land to the south of the Middlesex Canal.5 See figure 3. 
 
 After the deaths of Gates and Lopez, the subdivision of land here began in earnest, first with the Touro parcel 
where three houses had been added by 1855.  The exchange of parcels was rapid and complex but can be summarized 
as follows:  Judah Touro sold the property in 1836 to two local Medford men, who sold it immediately to George Cutting, a 
Weston trader, who was apparently planning for lots and presumably houses along the west side of what would become 
Touro Avenue. Party to several of these exchanges was housewright Joseph Gardiner, Jr. (1812-1894) and his 
mortgages and resales may have underwritten the new construction at 84 South Street and 9-11 Touro Avenue 
(MDF.1857, 1858) for Joseph and Milton James and John Stetson, shipwright, respectively. In 1838, Cutting sold the 
property to Medford trader William S Barker, who took over Cutting’s mortgage and took out others as well, seeming to 
exceed the value of the property. Barker held the land for a little more than a year, when the holders of his mortgages sold 
it, presumably to recoup their investment. The Touro house and the land extending south from it was sold to Joseph 
Manning Jr, gentleman, while the land to the west and south to the Canal was sold to Capt. John King, where he built the 
house at 21 Touro Avenue (MDF.54).6  King later sold part of his land in 1845, to the east of what is now Touro, to 

                                                 
3 Inventory of the estate of Abraham Touro, Suffolk County Probate Docket. #26794. 
4 Find-a-grave for Nathan Augustius Tufts and relations. Ancestry.com: Sinn/Webber Family Tree https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/35511689/person/250196821195/facts.  Sources spot-checked. 
5 Nathan Tufts [Sr.] Probate Docket 22986, Middlesex County Register of Probate. This docket is not indexed at Ancestry.com but was 
found by browsing the documents themselves. The dower was described as measuring 61 rods long and 7½ rods wide or just over 
1000 feet by about 124 feet (covering the eastern section of this area) and bounded by the remaining two-thirds of the property to the 
west and south, by a lane to the east, and what would become South Street to the north. Some of the Nathan Tufts property appears to 
have been sold by Gates to Isaiah Osborn. Later, these two parcels, the Touro land and the Tufts/Gates dower, were described as 
adjacent to one another, and some of the latter land was included within the fences of the Touro property. 
6 The complex title history of the property is described in Claire Dempsey, Preliminary Report: 21 Touro Avenue, Medford MA, Chain of 
Title, where 18 deeds between 1836 and 1839 are abstracted. King acquired the land in May of 1839 through MCSRD 383:391, 392 
and 384:296. 
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Manning.7 Further to the east, Elizabeth Wait held onto the Gates house at the corner of South and Manning, but Nathan 
A Tufts sold his land and “the old barn” to the same Joseph Manning Jr. in 1835.  Twenty years later Manning sold a 
newly configured parcel facing South Street; this may have included the house that would be occupied by slater Hugh 
Riley at 66 South Street (MDF.1853).8 These new buildings and the large Manning holding can be seen on the Walling 
map detail of the area (figure 3). 
 

Joseph Manning Jr. (1812-1861) was no stranger to those around him: Elizabeth T T Waite was his aunt, his 
mother Hepzibah’s sister, and John King was his father-in-law, father of his new wife Susan Bassett King. The Mannings 
were a prominent local family involved in the lumber trade and were large property owners. By 1850 Joseph, Jr. owned 
$12,000 worth of real estate in Medford. As the family genealogist notes: 
 

From 1833 to 1846 [Joseph Manning, Jr.] was in the wholesale grocery business in Boston, at 15 Central 
Wharf. During all this time his partner was Francis C. Manning, and for a few years Dudley C. Hall was 
associated with them… Later, [he] engaged in the lumber business at Medford under the name of F.E. 
Foster & Co.  His son Joseph K. now carries on the same business under the same name.9 

 
Manning had removed to a new house at 33 Forest Street by 1855 (MDF.1096), and after his death his heirs sold his land 
in this vicinity. His connection to the neighborhood remained, however, as his partner’s son, named for him (Joseph 
Manning Foster), resided at 10 Manning (1896-1898, MDF.1539). 
 
 The next individual to own a significant portion of this area was Amos K Hemphill (1837-1874), a provisions dealer 
who assembled significant acreage here, including much of what Manning held. This Hemphill was the son of Amos and 
Rebecca Hemphill; Amos was a stable keeper. Amos K, also known as Amos Jr, purchased the Riley house at 66 South 
and the large stretch of land still associated with it from South to Summer, as well as land on both sides of Touro 
Avenue.10 It appears that at this time Manning Street was laid out, probably by Hemphill, and the lot sizes of about 50 feet 
across by 90 to 105 feet were probably part of Hemphill’s plan.  By 1875, a number of new houses had been added to the 
area, most on land held by Hemphill.  Some lots were sold to owner-occupants, like the George D and Emma I Booker 
House at 109 Summer Street (ca. 1871, MDF.540). But the significant pattern here is that Hemphill retained ownership 
of most of the houses built on his land, presumably renting them to tenants. On the west side of Touro houses were 
added at 27, 33, 35, and 39; on the east side houses were built at 18, 36 and 44.  On Manning Street, four houses were 
added on the west side at 11, 15, 17, and 21 and one on the east side, the Hemphill-Miles House at 16 Manning (1855-
1875, MDF.1849). After Hemphill’s early death at 37, his widow Marietta (1842-1892) married David Fagin (ca. 1853-
1890) in 1876; his occupation was artist. Her daughter Mary Lizzie Hemphill was apparently the eventual heir to the land 
in this area, as illustrated in the plot plan of 1880 at figure 6. At that time there were 26 lots shown in this area, nine 
including buildings.11 The first house on the north side of Summer was the duplex built by painter and glazer Nathaniel P 
Ames at 75-77 South Street (1867-1870. MDF.1854).   
 

Although no later owner would hold this many parcels or dwellings, the area remained popular with real estate 
developers who built out parcels at the turn of the century and in some cases resided here as well. Joseph Cram 
Chandler purchased many of the Hemphill lots in 1895 from Mary Lizzie Hemphill and from Lillian B and William C Fagin, 

                                                 
7 MCSRD 469:7 (1845). 
8 MCSRD 345:111, 112 (1835) and 708:514, 515 (1855), 742-77, 78 (1856).  Manning may have acquired other land in this area, but 
his transactions are too numerous to cover within the scope of this project. 
9 William Henry Manning, The Genealogical and Biographical History of the Manning Families of New England and Descendants, from 
the Settlement in America to the Present Time (The Salem Press, 1902) pp. 227, 173-175, 312-313, 857. 
10 Hemphill’s purchases included MCSRD 1555:370 (1867/1880), 1119:168 (1870), and 1170:457 (1871) from Manning’s sons and 
heirs and from a later owner of the Riley house.  Other transactions noted in later sales included the Middlesex County Probate Docket 
of Marietta E Fagin (not available online) and MCSRD 1555:371 and 1733:553. 
11 The 1889 atlas plate identifies the land as owned by Mrs Fagin with no initials or with the initials E, FE, or ME.  See also MCSRD 
2384: 85, 87. 
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children of David and Marietta Hemphill Fagin. Chandler owned eight houses in 1898, including 20 (now 18), 20, 36, and 
44 on the east side of Touro; 27 and 33 on the west side of Manning; and 97-99 Summer.  Chandler also owned five 
lots, including one developed as the MacDonald-Mooney Two Family at 38-40 Manning (ca. 1900, MDF.1851).12 
Chandler (1819-1905) was from Corinna, Maine, where he served as selectman and owned a flour mill; he was also a 
builder of lumber and grist mills. He was living in Medford by 1880 and operated a coal business in Medford with his son 
Frank; with him he also operated the City Flour Mills in Lawrence. Chandler lived nearby at 37 South Street (demolished) 
with his wife, son, and household servants.13  In several instances, Chandler hired builder Robert Burrows to construct his 
buildings.  Born in England, Burrows (1865-1936) immigrated in about 1881 and lived in Medford on Hadley Place and 
later Douglas Road.14 

 
Another area developer was John M. Doherty (1846-1915), who purchased the King House at 21 Touro in 1890 

and Touro House on South Street in 1892. He lived at 21 Touro with his wife, Katherine E. (Mahoney) and four children 
born in the 1870s. Doherty arrived from Ireland in 1864 and they lived in Boston and in Cambridge before moving to 
Medford. By profession, he began as a trader, was a liquor merchant who operated out of 24 Causeway Street in Boston, 
and by 1900 he had changed careers, becoming a real estate broker. It was Doherty who demolished the Touro House 
and built five three deckers in its place (72-74 and 76-78 South Street, 2-4, 6-8, and 10-12 Touro Avenue) in 1910 and 
11.15  The permits were taken by his son Edward J Doherty (b. ca. 1876), who was lawyer who practiced in Boston.  He 
served as trustee, perhaps to his father’s estate, as well as builder/architect for these buildings.16  

 
There were other owners of two or three houses in the area.  SCL Haskell owned land along Summer Street; see 

forms for Haskell Tenant House, 117 Summer Street (MDF.1014), and the house he constructed for himself just outside 
the area at 121 Summer (MDF.1856).  Members of the Miles family built along Manning Street including a cross gabled 
Queen Anne house with tower at 22, and two unusual two families at 24- 26 (MDF.1850, 1889-1898) and 30.  A H F Otto 
(probably 35 and 39 Manning) could not be identified, but JJ Knox ( (b. ca. 1834) was a Canadian who worked as a 
bookkeeper and is associated with 24 and 30 Touro.17 Other individual property owners and builders can be identified on 
the extended data sheet. 
 
 The early 20th century also saw the demolition of some of the earliest houses in the area along South Street.  
Besides the Touro House, the Gates-Wait house at the corner of South and Summer was demolished and replaced by the 
John Hughes Duplex at 60 South/ 2 Manning Street (1912-1914, MDF.1852). Additional field examination will be 
required to determine whether there is an older structure surviving within the two-family at 84 South Street.  
 
 Perhaps in part because of its large proportion of tenanted dwellings, the occupations of the area’s male residents 
in 1911 appears to be focused on what historian Stephen Thernstrom described as low white collar and skilled blue-collar 
jobs.  And the variety is quite significant, including over 40 different job descriptions. The largest category by far was 
carpenter, employing nine men; one other was a house finisher. Other occupations in the building trades that employed 
more than one man included painter and electrician (three each) and plumber and stone mason (two each). Six 
individuals were employed by the postal service, including a superintendent, a clerk, and four letter carriers. Job 
categories attracting multiple area residents included three each who were policemen, printers, salesmen, and clerks and 
two each employed as engineers, cork dealers, and expressmen. Three individuals were engaged in horse related work, 

                                                 
12 MCSRD 2384:85-93 (six deeds of 1895) including lots 3 through 20 and part of lot 21. 
13 William R Cutter, Historic Homes and Places and Genealogical and Personal Memoirs … Middlesex County (New York, `1908), vol 4, 
1506 (including photo). Ancestry.com: US Census 1880, 1900. 
14 Ancestry.com: Collins/Hogan/Widdow Family Tree (with photographs), https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/67910520/person/180080114165/gallery; US Census 1900, 1920, 1930.  
15 MCSRD: 1985:180, 2143:229. Ancestry.com: Find-a-grave; US Census 1880, 1900, 1910; US Directories Cambridge 1886, Medford 
1893, 1909, 1912.  
16 Ancestry.com: US Census 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930; US Directories, Medford 1902. 
17 Ancestry.com: US Census 1900. 
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as a dealer, a trainer, and a manufacturer of horse collars. Twenty-one other jobs were listed, ranging from artist to boat 
builder, sea captain to milkman.18 
 
 As indicated on the sign attached to 84 South, this was also the childhood home of John Anthony Ciardi (1916-
1986), an American poet, translator, and etymologist with a varied career. Ciardi was educated at Tufts and at the 
University of Michigan and served in the Army Airforce during World War II.  He taught in Kansas, and at Harvard 
University, Rutgers University, the University of Florida, and at the Bread Loaf Writers Conference at Middlebury College 
in Vermont, his longest affiliation. His Italian-immigrant family lived in the North End before moving to 84 South in 1921.  
By 1930 theirs was one of three households in residence; his mother and her brother and his wife lived here with John 
and his two older sisters; he returned to the house after the war when he and his wife occupied the third floor unit. He was 
a long-term resident of Metuchen NJ. 19 
 
 With more multifamily houses, whether purpose-built or the result of remodeling, the number and diversity of 
occupations grew even greater in 1940. About 100 different occupations were found in the area, including about 75 for 
men and 25 for women, and they remained primarily in the low white-collar and skilled blue-collar categories. Most women 
were described as housewives (over 70) or at home (about 20); eight were unemployed. Occupations attracting more than 
one woman included nurse and stenographer (five each) and forelady and clerk (two each). Other female occupations 
included both factory work and positions common to the gender including teacher, dressmaker, and various clerical and 
service positions. The largest categories reported for men were no occupation (12) and unemployed (8), perhaps a 
remnant from the Depression; four were retired.  The largest job category was truck driver (7), followed by clerk (5), 
foreman, electrician, engineer, and salesman (4 each), three laborers, and two each as leather workers, chauffeurs, 
collectors, shippers, and printers. Over fifty other occupations were noted, ranging from bank examiner to waiter, fruit 
dealer to ex rays, tutor to tyer.20 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Maps and atlases: 
 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes. 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886). 
Medford List of Residents Eligible to Vote  1911, 1940. 
Medford Directories, 1868, 1890, 1900. 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 
 
 

                                                 
18 Medford Poll List, 1911; Stephan Thernstrom, The Other Bostonians: Poverty and Progress in the American Metropolis, 1880-1970 
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1973); appendix three. 
19 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Ciardi; for an appreciation of his work and career see https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/john-
ciardi.  Ancestry.com: US Census 1920, 1930. 
20 Medford Poll List 1940. 
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Research protocol for expanded data sheet entries: 
 
Maps used to date most buildings included the Walling map of 1855, the Beers atlas of 1875, the Walker atlas of 1889 
and the Stadly atlas of 1898, as well as the Bailey bird’s eye view of 1880 and Sanborn fire insurance atlases.  Names 
and occupations were located in the Malden directory of 1876, Medford directories of 1868, 1890 and 1900; Medford poll 
lists of 1911 and 1940.  More recent dwellings were checked against the Medford Building Inspector’s records. 
 
 

See Research Protocol Name, Address, Date                           Assessor's Number                  MHC #   
 
Style type/form features 
Materials (roofs assume asphalt unless noted) 
Notes on alterations 
 
Map date and owner/builder where available.     
Directories as noted.  

 
Newborg Three-decker, 6 Manning Street, 1906      N-07-87          MDF.1859
 
Classical / three-decker    multiple projecting bays, rear decks 
Wall Material: stucco 
replacement windows and siding 
 
building permit 1906: owner John C Newborn, arch Charles Newborn 

John Manning Foster House, 10 Manning St, 1896     N-07-86      MDF.1539
 
Queen Anne/ hip block    
 
MHC B form MDF.1539 
 
 

E S Randall House, 11 Manning Street, 1855 - 1875    N-07-73      MDF.1860
 
Altered / end house    projecting gabled bay to side 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement windows and siding 
 
1875 atlas: E S Randall 
1876 Malden dir: Edward S R, grocer, Salem opp Cross, h Manning nr South 
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Benjamin Randall House, 15 Manning St, 1873-1875    N-07-74    MDF.1540
 
Italianate / end house     
 
MHC B form MDF.1540 
 
 

Hemphill-Miles House, 16 Manning St, 1855-1875       N-07-85      MDF.1849
 
Altered / end house     
 
MHC B Form MDF.1849 
 
 

 

Currier House, 17 Manning Street, 1855 - 1875          N-07-75        MDF.1861
 
Altered / end house    projecting shed-roofed bay to side 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement window and siding and enclosed porch 
 
1875 atlas: C F Currier 
1876 Malden dir Charles E C grocer, Memor. Bldng Med Sq, h Manning nr South

Hemphill Tenant House, 21 Manning Street, 1855-1875  N-07-76   MDF.1862
 
Altered / end house    projecting bay to side 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows 
 
1875 atlas A K Hemphill. see text 

William C Miles House, 22 Manning Street, 1889-1898   N-07-84    MDF.1863
 
Queen Anne / parlor bypass    polygonal tower in rental angle 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows, enclosed porch 
 
1898 atlas: W C Miles 
Medford dir 1900: William C M superintendent, h 22 Manning 
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Miles Tenant House, 24-26 Manning Street, 1889-1898   N-07-83   MDF.1850
 
Queen Anne / two-family     
 
MHC B form MDF.1850 
 
 

Chandler Tenant House, 27 Manning Street, 1889-1898   N-07-77  MDF.1864
 
Queen Anne / end house    projecting bay to side 
Wall Material: Clapboards 
some new windows, porch balusters, stairs 
 
1898 atlas: J C Chandler see text 

Two-family House, 29 Manning Street,  1898 - 1903     N-07-78     MDF.1865
 
Queen Anne / two-family    canted bay windows, gabled wall dormer 
Wall Material: Shingles 
replacement windows 
 
1911 poll list: 29 Salaway, T Alexander, hardware dealer; 29a Magennis, 
Francis, stone mason. 

Miles Two-family, 30 Manning Street, 1894    N-07-8201-8202       MDF.1866
 
Queen Anne / two-family    two gabled blocks 
Wall Material: Clapboards 
replacement windows, new porch elements 
 
building permit: owner Harmon Miles, arch G L Frost 
1898 atlas: Mrs Miles; 1900 Medford dir: Harmon A M Jr, foreman, h 30 Manning

 

Trask Two-family, 32 Manning Street, 1889 - 1898      N-07-81       MDF.1867
 
Queen Anne/two-family canted bays extend into attic, 2nd fl porch, wall dormer 
Wall Material: Mixed wood 
well preserved, recent refreshing 
 
1898 atlas: H P Trask 
1900 Medford dir: no listing 
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Chandler Tenant House, 33 Manning Street, 1889-1898   N-07-79   MDF.1868
 
Classical / two-family    entries on front and side; hip roof, canted bays, dormer 
Wall Material: Shingles 
well preserved 
 
1898 atlas: J C Chandler see text 

Two-family House, 34-36 Manning Street, 1910-1936    O-07-38    MDF.1869
 
Classical / two-family    standard type 
Wall Material: Shingles 
new deck, enclosed porch 
 
1940 poll list: 43 Edward C and Mary Brousseau, he truck driver; 34a Douglas R 
and Jean R Neilson, he no occupation 

Otto Two-family, 35 - 37 Manning Street,   1897        N-07-80         MDF.1870
 
Classical/ two-family  entries front and side, canted and square bays 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement windows and siding 
 
building permit 1897: owner Augustus H F Otto, arch A M Bowser  
1898 atlas: AHF Otto 

MacDonald-Mooney House, 38-40 Manning St, ca. 1900  O-07-39  MDF.1851
 
Queen Anne / two-family     
 
MHC B form MDF.1851 
 
 

 

Otto Two-family House, 39 Manning Street, 1897      O-07-37        MDF.1871
 
Altered / two-family    entries front and side, hip roof, canted bays, dormer 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows, new porch 
 
building permit 1897: owner Augustus H F Otto, arch A M Bowser 1898 atlas: 
AHF Otto 
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Two-family House, 42 - 44 Manning Street, 1898-1910   O-07-40   MDF.1872
 
Queen Anne / two-family    projecting bay rises to attic 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows, front porch., rear decks 
 
1911 poll list: 44 Frank E Wilson, 32, traveling salesman 

Sullivan House, 43 Manning Street,  1910 - 1936           O-07-36      MDF.544
 
Classical / four square    dormer 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows, enclosed porch 
 
1940 poll list: 7 adults, 4 surnames, most Sullivan 

Willholt House, 47 Manning Street,  1910 - 1936           O-07-35       MDF.545
 
 / four square    dormer 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows, new porch 
 
1940 poll lists: 4 Willholts, 39-45, 1 other male. 

John Hughes Duplex, 60 South Street, 1912 - 1914     N-07-88      MDF.1852
 
Classical / duplex     
 
MHC B form MDF.1852, also 2 Manning   
 
 

Riley-Hemphill House, 66 South Street, by 1855         N-07-72       MDF.1853
 
Greek Revival / end house     
 
MHC B form MDF.1853 
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Henderson Brothers House, 69 South St ,1875-1889    N-07-89     MDF.1873
 
Italianate  / two-family    square bay window, glazed porch 
Wall Material: Clapboards 
well preserved 
 
1889 atlas: Henderson Brothers 

Henderson Brothers House, 71 South St, 1875-1889     N-07-90   MDF.1874
 
Altered / end house     
Wall Material: Aluminum 
replacement siding and windows, new door hood 
 
1889 atlas: Henderson Brothers 

Doherty Three-decker, 72-74 South Street, 1910         N-07-71      MDF.1875
 
Classical / three-decker    canted bays on facade 
Wall Material: Shingles 
enclosed front and rear porches 
 
probable building permit 1910: owner/builder/arch Edward J Doherty Tr 

Nathaniel P Ames Duplex, 75-77 South St, 1867-1870   N-07-91    MDF.1854
 
Italianate / duplex     
 
MHC B form MDF.1854 
 
 

 

Doherty Three-decker, 76 - 78 South Street, 1910       N-07-70       MDF.1876
 
Classical / three-decker    canted bays on facade, front decks 
Wall Material: asbestos shingle 
replacement windows, new front porch 
 
probable building permit 1910: owner/builder/arch Edward J Doherty Tr 
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Ames House, 81 South Street, 1916                        N-07-92            MDF.1877
 
Altered / end house    or side entry originally? 
Wall Material: Clapboards 
raised to three stories 2015, replacement siding and windows 
 
possible building permit as 77 South 1916, owner J F W Ames, builder F H Piper

James House/Two-family, 84 South Street             N-07-52            MDF.1878
 
 / two-family    may have earlier house at core 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows 
 
see text 

Disimone Two-family, 86-88 South Street, 1928       N-07-51          MDF.1879
 
Classical / two-family    hip roof, sunroom wing 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows 
 
building permit 1928: owner Alesio Disimone, builder Carmine Piantedoni 

Maginnis Two-family, 83-85 Summer Street, 1902    O-07-42           MDF.547
 
Queen Anne/ two-family   bay extends into attic, canted bays, front decks 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows 
 
probable building permit 1902; owner Edwin Maginnis 

 

Dorken Realty House, 87 Summer Street, 1962        O-07-41            MDF.546
 
Colonial Revival / side entry garrison colonial     
Wall Material: Shingles 
replacement windows 
 
building permit 1962: owner and builder Dorken Realty Corp, 
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Chandler Tenant House, 97-99 Summer St, 1889-1898    O-07-34   MDF.543
 
Queen Anne    hip roof, gabled canted bay, gambrel bay to side 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows 
 
1898 atlas: J C Chandler see text 

George & Emma Booker Hse, 109 Summer St, ca. 1871  O-07-31   MDF.540
 
Italianate  / end house     
 
MHC B form MDF.540 
 
 

Haskell Tenant House, 113 Summer Street, 1989-1898  O-07-30   MDF.1880
 
Queen Anne/ two-family  canted bays to attic, both sides, rear entries w porches 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows 
 
1898 atlas: S K L Haskell;   1900 Medford dir  SKLH no occ, bds 121 Summer, 
also Amos D H, florist, E Dana H clerk, John HH no occ 

Doherty Three-decker, 2 - 4 Touro Avenue, 1910       N-07-69       MDF.1881 
 
Classical / three-decker    canted bays on facade, front and rear decks 
 
replacement siding and windows 
 
probable building permit 1910: owner/builder/arch Edward J Doherty Jr 

Doherty Three-decker, 6 - 8 Touro Avenue,  1910      N-07-68       MDF.1882 
 
Classical / three-decker    canted bays on facade, front and rear decks 
 
replacement windows 
 
probable building permit 1910: owner/builder/arch Edward J Doherty Tr 
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John & Elizabeth Stetson House,  9 Touro Ave, 1840   N-07-53     MDF.1887
 
Altered / end house    also O'Brien Store, 11 Touro, 1914, MDF.1858 
 
MHC B form MDF.1857, 1858 
 
 

Doherty Three-decker, 10-12 Touro Avenue, 1910       N-07-67      MDF.1883
 
Classical / three-decker    canted bays on facade, decks front and rear 
Wall Material: Shingles 
replacement windows, well preserved 
 
probable building permit 1910: owner/builder/arch Edward J Doherty Tr 

Monroe Tenant Duplex, 14-16 Touro Ave, 1875-1889    N-07-66    MDF.1884
 
Altered / duplex    hip roofed 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows 
 
1889 atlas: Charles Monroe. 
1890 Medford dir: no listing;  was a carriage house? 

Hemphill House, 18 Touro Avenue,  1855 - 1875       N-07-65         MDF.1885
 
Altered / L-house    porch, raised section of front block, filled rear pile 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows 
 
1875 atlas: A K Hemphill res 
1868 Medford dir: Amos Hemphill jr, provisions, Med Sq, h South 

Chandler Tenant House, 20 Touro Avenue, 1897       N-07-64        MDF.1886
 
Classical / four square    dormers, porch 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows 
 
probable building permit 1897: owner Joseph C Chandler, builder Robert 
Burrows.  1898 atlas: J C Chandler see text 
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King House, 21 Touro Avenue, 1839                     N-07-54                  MDF.54
 
Greek Revival / cottage     
 
MHC B form MDF.54 
 
 

Knox Tenant House, 24 Touro Avenue, 1896         N-07-63            MDF.1887
 
Queen Anne / end house    canted bay windows, rear ell 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
enclosed upper porch, large rear addition 
 
probable building permit 1896: owner/builder John J Knox 
1900 Medford dir: J Knox, bookkeeper, h 4th 

Marston House, 27 Touro Avenue,  1855 - 1875       N-07-55          MDF.1888
 
Altered / end house    porch 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows, side addition 
 
1875 atlas: L Marston  
1868 Medford dir: Llewellyn Marston painter, h Union 

Knox Tenant House, 30 Touro Avenue,  1896          N-07-61          MDF.1889
 
Queen Anne / four square    canted bay, porch 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows 
 
probable building permit 1896: owner/builder John J Knox 
1900 Medford dir: J Knox, bookkeeper, h 4th 

Chandler Tenant House, 32 Touro Avenue,  1897       N-07-62       MDF.1890
 
Shingle Style / duplex    gambrel roof and projecting bays, doors on side walls 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows 
 
probably building permit 1897: owner Joseph C Chandler, builder Robert 
Burrows.  1898 atlas: J C Chandler see text 
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Warner House, 33 Touro Avenue, 1855 - 1875          N-07-56          MDF.1891
 
 / end house    small 
Wall Material: Shingles 
replacement windows 
 
1875 atlas: Mrs Warner 
1868 Medford dir, 1876 Malden dir: no listing 

Hammond Tenant House, 34 Touro Avenue, 1896      N-07-60      MDF.1892 
 
Queen Anne / end house    centered canted bay on facade 
 
replacement siding, shed dormer 
 
1898 atlas: F A Hammond  
1900 Medford dir: Frederick S H leather, Boston, h 15 Magoun 

 

Hemphill Tenant House, 35 Touro Avenue, 1855-1875   N-07-57   MDF.1893
 
 / end house    small 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows 
 
1875 atlas: A K Hemphill see text 

Hemphill Tenant House, 36 Touro Avenue, 1855-1875   N-07-59   MDF.1894
 
 / end house    small 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows 
 
1875 atlas: A K Hemphill House see text 

Chandler-Coffee House, 38 Touro Avenue, 1900-1903   O-07-32    MDF.541 
 
Classical / four square     
 
MHC B form MDF.541 
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Hemphill Tenant House, 39 Touro Avenue, 1855-1875    N-07-58    MDF.539
 
 / end house    small 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows, hip-roofed side addition 
 
1875 atlas: A H likely A K Hemphill see text 

 

Hemphill Tenant House, 44 Touro Avenue, 1855-1875    O-07-33    MDF.542
 
Italianate / end house    mansard roof, rear ell 
Wall Material: Vinyl 
replacement siding and windows, concrete block porch supports 
 
1875 atlas: A K Hemphill see text 
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Figure 1: From Galebach, Open Letter to the City Council (2016), source unknown at present. 
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Figure 2: Detail of a drawing of the path of the Middlesex Canal, source not known, 1829.  The subject area is located in 
the vicinity of the parcel and buildings indicated by the red arrow, believed to be the Touro house, and lots to the east and 
west. In pale pencil property owners in this area seem to be indicated as Touro to the left of the arrow near South, and 
Nathan Tufts and E T Gates, both below the path of the Canal.  
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Figure 3: Walling Map of 1855, detail of the west part of the Medford Square South neighborhood. The houses in place at 
this time include the Gates-Wait house, built in 1786; the Touro/Manning house, date uncertain but perhaps 1800-1810; 
the James house, ca. 1840, the Stetson house, ca. 1840; the King/Gates house, ca. 1839; and the Riley house, ca. 1855. 
The Canal has been partially replaced by Middlesex Street, Touro Avenue is drawn, east of James, Stetson, and Gates, 
but not named, and Manning Street is not yet shown. 
 

 
Figure 4: Beers Atlas of 1875, detail of the subject area showing 13 new houses added to the neighborhood. 
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Figure 5: In addition to showing the landscape of the area in 1880, this image illustrates some of the larger and earlier 
houses that have been lost, including the Touro house at A, possibly the James House at B, and the Gates-Wait house at 
C. 
  

A 

B 

C 
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Figure 6 (left): MSCRD Plan 35:22 1880 (north is down) illustrates the parcels held by Hemphill mand his heirs.   
Figure 7 (right): MSCRD Plan 109:45 1905 illustrates the owners on Touro before the demolition of the Touro house and 
the construction of the Doherty three-deckers in its place in 1910. 
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Figure 8: Plate 27 detail, Sanborn 1910. 
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                      National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 
 

 
Check all that apply: 
 

  Individually eligible               Eligible only in a historic district 
 

  Contributing to a potential historic district           Potential historic district 
 
 
Criteria:         A           B           C        D 
 
Criteria Considerations:         A         B        C       D         E         F          G 
 
 
                   Statement of Significance by____Claire W. Dempsey____________________ 
                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 
 

The Touro-Manning Area is one part of the wide ring of dwellings that surrounds the commercial 
core of the Medford Square South neighborhood at the north end of Main Street. The larger area, south of 
the Mystic River, is located to the west of Main Street and extends to Winthrop Street, between South 
Street at the north and the neighborhood boundary of Summer Street at the south. The area experienced 
several waves of primarily residential development over the 19th and early 20th century that created a 
dense and diverse landscape. Construction took place first along Winthrop and South streets, the oldest 
pathways, where large houses were constructed for both Bostonians seeking respite along the river and 
successful local businessmen associated with Medford’s early 19th century maritime history.  The 
importance of the Medford ship building industry to the development of mercantile and commercial activity 
connected with the Boston and the New England economy during the first half of the 19th century cannot 
be overemphasized.  Medford clipper ships played a pivotal role in the opening of the west through trade 
with California via Cape Horn in the 1850s and in the China and world-wide trade.  Several prominent 
shipbuilders or shipwrights built here and the area was home to other figures active in ancillary maritime 
industries and in Medford’s early commercial development as well. Gradually, as the town grew and 
prospered, density around Medford Square increased and new north-south streets were extended from 
South to Summer and subdivided for the construction of moderate sized houses in the mid 19th century. 
Many of these properties are generally in a condition of good preservation and include styles and forms of 
architecture that represent Medford’s 19th century development. As in most Medford neighborhoods, 
these houses were joined by two-families and three-deckers in the early 20th century.  

 
As a group, these closely related properties are likely to be eligible as a National Register district 

under criteria A and C at the local level; areas of significance include architecture, maritime history, and 
social history. Some of this area has already been listed on the National Register of Historic Places as 
part of the Middlesex Canal Historic District (MDF. AC, AD, and V) in 2009 as has the Paul Curtis House 
(114 South Street, MDF.51) in 1975.  Although the area has undergone the kinds of alterations common 
to the city such as porch enclosures or removals and siding and sash replacement, many resources 
retain substantial integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association.  Designation 
may encourage restoration and more-sympathetic renovation going forward. 


