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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): West Medford 
  

Address:  116 Dover Street (although assessors 
records identify the house as #118, deeds and owner 
address reference #116)  

Historic Name:   Poehler House 

Uses: Present:  single-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   ca.1938 

Source:   deeds 

Style/Form:    Colonial Revival/ Cape 

Architect/Builder:   unknown 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation:   poured concrete 

Wall/Trim:   wood shingle/ wood 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  none 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  none 

 
 

Condition:   Fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.16 acre/ 7,000 square feet  

Setting:    Moderate density inter-war neighborhood 
of modest, single-family, wood frame houses. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Poehler House, constructed ca. 1938, is a minimal example of what is commonly known as a Cape Cod cottage 
with dimensions of 32 feet wide by 24 feet deep.  The cape type is based upon 18

th
 and 19

th
 cottage dwellings historically 

associated with the namesake locale but is known to have been commonly adopted as a dwelling type throughout New England 
and elsewhere during this period.  The type is characterized by a single-story three- or five-bay façade with a two-pile depth 
under a high side-gable roof.  Larger examples often had a symmetrical center-entry facade, as is the case here, but entrances 
were also placed to one side in smaller examples.  This type of minimal house was widely revived beginning in the inter-war 
period as an inexpensive but traditional alternative to other types such as colonials, Dutch Colonials and foursquares.  Although 
upper-level garrets were often expanded by gabled and shed dormers in both period and revival examples, this one lacks these 
features but the second floor is adequately lit by windows in the side gables.  
     

The house is oriented away from the street, with its main façade facing to the left side (southeast) and its gabled side 
elevation facing the frontage toward the northeast.  Like many capes the rectangular volume is expanded here by projecting 
bays both front and rear.  In the front a broad, gabled bay, is located to the left of the main entry, creating an L-shaped footprint.  
Opposite this bay on the rear elevation is a front –facing, single-bay, attached garage, also under a perpendicular gable.  The 
plate of this appendage is placed lower than the plate of the main body in order to accommodate an at-grade garage door.  The 
deeper garage bay extends beyond the left side elevation in order to give it the depth required to fit an automobile. 

 
The house appears to retain original finishes which reflect typically minimal cape treatments, including wood shingle 

siding, plain board trim, and six-over-six wood sash.  Although well-preserved, the house was, according to Historical 
Commission members, recently struck by lightning, and extensive interior and exterior damage is visible in the roof and right, 
rear-facing elevation.  Trim includes louvered vents located at the peak of the main gable.  The interior plan is suggested by the 
massing and chimney placement in the center of the left side, where living, dining, and kitchen likely fill that side of the building, 
with bedrooms located on the street end. 

 
Like its similarly scaled contemporary neighbors the house is sited in the center of a square lot surrounded by grass-

filled setbacks on all sides.  Here the slightly elevated lot is retained by a low, dry-laid stone wall along the frontage.  The 
surrounding open, park-like setting is punctuated by foundation plantings and mature trees.  The garage is reached by a narrow 
asphalt drive that skirts the rear side of the house.         
 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 
 The Poehler House is part of a residential subdivision undertaken by local real estate developer Frank E. Chandler in 
1912 when he recorded the plan reproduced below.  Frank Eugene Chandler (1852-1913) was a prominent local merchant who 
resided at 37 South Street.  A native of Exeter, Maine, he settled in Medford c. 1873 and established a coal business and later 
branched into mill ownership in Lawrence.  He was associated in many business and real estate ventures with his father, Joseph 
Cram Chandler (1819-1905), with whom he resided.  He was also president of the Malden & Melrose Gaslight Company, 
chairman of the Water Commission for twelve years, and a director of the Boston Chamber of Commerce.  Late in life he started 
a dairy business and by 1911 owned 300 cows.  Period commercial atlases indicate he was an active speculator in real estate 
throughout the city.

1
 

 
 In 1912 Chandler sold two lots back-to-back fronting on Woburn Street, the rear section of which is the subject property, 
to Susanne (Mansfield) Woodbury (born ca. 1882), the wife of Lemuel Clifton Woodbury (1881-1969).  Woodbury, a bookkeeper 
and accountant for the Colley, Woods Co. of Boston and later the Boston Envelope Co. of Dedham, constructed a house at 71 
Woburn Street, where the family resided through the 1930s.  When Woodbury’s property was purchased in 1912 lots were 

                                                           
1
 Boston Daily Globe, Jul. 7, 1911, p. 8; Jul. 1, 1913, p. 11 (obituary); see also Clemson, A History of Land Use Development, Medford Hillside, 

prepared for the Hillside phase of survey in 2014; MCSRD plan 205:21 (1912). 
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subject to the following restrictions: “1. Only one single dwelling house to be erected on these premises, the same to cost not 
less than $4,000. 2. No mercantile or manufacturing business of whatever form or nature shall be carried on in any building 
erected on these premises” (MCSRD 3728:280, 1912).  In 1938 Woodbury sold part of lot 17, the subject property, to Bruce 
Poehler, Jr. and his wife, Jane E. Poehler, retaining a small 1,000 foot square abutting the rear of his own property (depicted on 
the assessor’s map used as the Locus, above); in 1962 this small parcel was also sold to the Poelers.  The house’s form and 
style, as well as current assessor’s records, conform to 1938 as a likely time of its construction.  Research of the Boston Globe 
index revealed nothing regarding Bruce Poehler, however the 1938 city directory, at which time the Poehlers lived at 313 High 
Street, not yet having moved to their new house, identified him as an electrician working for Forbes Lithograph Company of 
Revere.  Since 1972 the property has been owned by Alice N. and Peggy N. Bell.

2
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Temporary Bing screen capture depicting the rear elevation with garage wing. 

                                                           
2
 MCSRD 3728:280 (1912); 6215:220 (1938); 9153:586 (1958); 10049:448 (1962); 12266:492 (1972); 37744:198 (2003); regarding Woodbury: 

Ancestry: vital records, marriage; Mason membership records; 1910-1930 Federal Census; WWI and WWII draft registration records. 
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MCSRD Plan 205:21 (1912).  The subject property is lot 17 (red arrow) and the Woodbury property lot 7 (green arrow).  Note 
that north is left.  

 


