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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): West Medford 
  

Address:  120 Jerome Street 

Historic Name:   George E. and Norma B. Edmonson 
House 

Uses: Present:  single-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:  1931-1933 

Source:   deeds, maps 

Style/Form:    Classical/ bungalow 

Architect/Builder:   likely builder Parker F. Hayden 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation:   parged 

Wall/Trim:   cementatious shingle 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  none 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  Siding, sash and door, 

mid-20
th
 century through recent decades. 

 
 

Condition:   Fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.09 acre, 3,940 square feet 

Setting:    Dense residential neighborhood of wood-
frame single- and multi-family dwellings that gradually 
developed between the late-19

th
 and early 20

th
 centuries.  
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 The Edmonson House, 1931-1933, although somewhat altered, remains a legible example of the bungalow type that 
retains some original building fabric.  The origins of the bungalow are not clear but are thought to have emerged from the 
colonial experiences of northern Europeans during the 19

th
 century, when native dwellings were adopted by colonizers in 

southeast Asia and brought back to the homeland.
1
  The type became popular in America nationwide at the turn of the 20

th
 

century and is generally associated with the Craftsman style movement, although some examples, as is the case here, adopted 
more generic classically inspired articulation.  The subject example has a gable front with a high roof that descends beyond the 
side elevations to give the building the characteristic low, ground-hugging look.  The open soffit retains exposed rafter tails.  The 
house retains a full articulated shed-roofed front porch, abundant liminal space being another defining characteristic.  The front 
porch, despite having been enclosed during the middle of the century based on appearance, retains original wood smooth 
Tuscan columns resting on a solid parapet and elliptical transoms.  Elsewhere additional massing includes a rectangular bay 
centered on the right elevation.  Large shed dormers have subsequently been added to the center of each roof slope.  Although 
the triple and paired window openings in the first story appear to survive, sash and doors have been replaced and second-floor 
openings have been altered to accept larger sliding and double-hung sash.  Cementatious siding with a deep reveal may be 
original or an early alteration. 
 
 The building’s massing, entry sequence and fenestration pattern suggest a typical Progressive Era plan, with a full-width 
living room in the front, a dining room and kitchen behind on the right, and bedrooms and bath on the left.  Interior photographs 
included with recent marketing information bear this out. 
 
 The house is sited on a narrow, deep, minimal lot at a modest setback.  The open front lawn is separated from the 
sidewalk by a low brick wall with a wrought-iron fence held in place by brick pillars.  A narrow asphalt drive fills the right side 
yard.  Aerial views indicate that, although not depicted on the assessor’s map used as a locus, the work shed of initial owner 
Parker F. Hayden, currently configured as a flat-roofed, four-bay garage, survives to the rear of the property under separate 
ownership (see narrative).  
 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 Circumstantial evidence suggests the Edmonson House was built by the property’s owner, West Medford builder Parker 
F. Hayden, between 1931 and 1933.  Parker Franklin Hayden (1894-1949) resided at 17 Monument Street in West Medford with 
his wife, Gladys.  Between 1910 and 1920 he worked as a clerk and milk salesman, but by 1930 held the occupation of building 
contractor.  According to various records he was self-employed and operated his business at 120 Jerome Street, rear.  The 1936 
Sanborn map depicts both the subject house and a small masonry and wood-frame shed labeled “contractor’s sto’ge” directly 
behind the subject property with a right-of-way to the frontage, reproduced below.  In 1931 Hayden gave a mortgage of $3,600 
at 6½% payable in $37.50 monthly installments to the Medford Co-Op Bank, although he had owned the property since 1923.  
The deed description included “…with the buildings thereon…”  It is not clear whether this referred to his shed or a new house, 
although the amount of the loan indicates a more elaborate improvement, suggesting it may have funded construction of the new 
house.  Parker sold the property to Lucy Kennard, widow, in April of 1933 but she only held it for nine months before selling in 
January of 1934.  There is no record of a Lucy Kennard residing in Medford, so she may have been a shell buyer, however the 
1910-1940 census records a woman by that name born between 1864 and 1875 living at various addresses in Boston’s South 
End.  Kennard, a native of Massachusetts, was a widow of African American heritage (recorded as “B” – black) who worked as a 
housekeeper and waitress and lodged at several addresses, including 149 Albany Street in the “New York Streets” 
neighborhood.  The South End, and the New York Streets area specifically, was the center of the city’s African American 
community for much of the 19

th
 and 20

th
 centuries.  The New York Streets area succumbed to urban renewal in the 1960s.

2
 

                                                           
1
 Clay Lancaster, The American Bungalow, 1880-1930 (Dover, 1985) ch. 1. 

2
 MCSRD: a search of title traced a somewhat larger parcel of roughly 60 by 145 feet to a sale by Walter J. Shuter to Nahum E. Wilber 

(3747:309, 1912); Wilbur to Cornelia J. Hawes (3974:325, 1915); and Robert S. Ormsby, administrator of Hawes’ estate, to Parker F. Hayden 
(4638:389, 1923).  Parker F. Hayden gave a mortgage to the Medford Co-Op Bank (5614:374, 1931) and subdivided the property to its current 
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 In 1934 Lucy Kennard sold the subject property to George E. Edmonson and his wife, Norma B.  The identity of the 
grantee was somewhat unusual as it was a trust administered by George “W.” and Norma B. Edmonson for the benefit of their 
daughter Mildred G. Edmonson (born ca. 1920).  George Edward Edmonson, Jr. (1897 or 1898 – 1968) was a native of Cedar 
Creek, Texas, where his father was a farmer.  Norma (Brooks) was born ca. 1896.  The family was identified as “Neg.” in period 
census records and were members of an African American community which occupied the surrounding blocks at the time (see 
2010 Larson Fisher Community-Wide Survey Plan, West Medford Overview and Recommendations, p. 108).  This is also borne 
out by the census records, which likewise identified many of their neighbors by race.  George Edmonson was a waiter for much 
of his working life.  World War I draft records identified his employer at the time as the Nyassett Club in Springfield.  In 1930 his 
occupation was waiter, hotel, and in 1940 waiter, railroad, dinner car.  World War II draft records identify his employer at the time 
as the Boston and Albany Railroad.  Three generations of the Edmonson family, including Mildred Edmonson Gibson and her 
children, owned the property until 1980.

3
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1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
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Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 
Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886). 
 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page (date). 
 

 
1936 Sanborn map, the initial documentation of the subject building and its subdivision from the Haydon property to the rear, 
indicated by red arrow. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
configuration in 1934.  MCSRD 5782:206, 1934 references a conveyance from Parker to Kennard but without a book and page.  Regarding the 
biographical information on Hayden and Kennard: 1900-1940 Federal Census, inclusive (Ancestry). 
3
 MCSRD 5782:206 (1934); 6420:30 (1940); 11615:138 (1968); 13984:349 (1980); Ancestry: 1900-1940 Federal Census, inclusive; WWI and 

WWII draft registration records. 
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                      National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 

 
 

 
Check all that apply: 

 

  Individually eligible               Eligible only in a historic district 
 

  Contributing to a potential historic district           Potential historic district 
 

 

 

Criteria:         A           B           C        D 

 

Criteria Considerations:         A         B        C       D         E         F          G 

 

 

                   Statement of Significance by_John D. Clemson______________________ 
                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 

                       
The George E. and Norma B. Edmonson House, 1931-1933, would contribute to a potential National 
Register District, the boundaries of which have yet to be determined, that would document Medford’s 
African American community which emerged during the late-19

th
 century.  This community occupied the 

surrounding blocks of West Medford bounded roughly by High Street and Boston Avenue to the north and 
the Mystic River to the south.  This area, including schools, churches and other institutions, continues to 
house a vibrant community which contributes to the city’s rich social history.  Additional research would 
shed light on this community’s history, development and its role in the history of Medford and the 
surrounding region.  The area is characterized physically by dense residential development of a well-
preserved wide variety of housing types and forms from the late-19

th
 through early 20

th
 century that retains 

integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, meeting criteria A and 
C.  Areas of significance include architecture, community planning and development, ethnic heritage, and 
social history.  The area abuts the West Medford Commercial Area (MDF.AE), which has also been 
recommended for National Register listing as a potential historic district.                             

 
 

 

 

 

                            
 


