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  Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
Use as much space as necessary to complete the following entries, allowing text to flow onto additional continuation sheets. 

 
This form was prepared to augment the existing Area Form A Washington-Franklin-Vine, an area that has been expanded 
during this phase of research and renamed Washington Square.  It also includes buildings covered earlier in two small 
streetscape forms that overlap with the newly-defined area, Area K Washington Street which overlapped with area A and 
Area C Park Street Court which is covered in the new boundaries. Within the text, properties in the area are indicated in 
bold; those covered by B forms include their MHC number. 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION     
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community.  
 

Washington Square is located at the eastern edge of the large settlement that constituted Medford Square in the 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The eastern section, including this area, was isolated from the rest of the Square 
with the construction of Route 93 in 1959, and for planning purposes is considered as part of the East Medford 
neighborhood.  The larger neighborhood extended out from the Square along important transportation corridors that 
resembled the spokes of a wheel, including Ship Street, now Riverside Avenue, along the Mystic River to the south, 
Salem Street heading to the northeast, and the Boston & Maine Railroad between them after 1847.  Washington Square 
is at the center of this larger eastern section of Medford Square, a generally triangular area to the east of Rt. 93 marked 
by Salem Street on the north and the railroad right-of-way to the south and extending to Park Street.  Development to the 
east is described in Clemson’s “A History of the Development of the Glenwood Section of East Medford” (2016), while the 
area to the south is the Old Ship Street National Register Historic District.  The construction of Rt. 93 is described in the 
Medford Square East area form (MDF. AO).  Salem Street and the area to the north of it have been recommended for 
consideration as separate areas in future survey efforts.  Streetscape views of the area can be seen on the front of this 
form and photos after the data sheets on continuation sheets 42 and 43. 
 

Washington Square itself was located at the intersection of Cross, Washington, and Salem streets, and a portion 
was demolished with the construction of Rt. 93.  A civic and commercial node was located there, but that function was 
largely lost with the demolition.  The Washington School that stood in this area by 1889, on the site of 3 and 9 
Washington Street and 45 Cross Street (1990), was demolished soon after Rt. 93 was constructed (gone by 1969), but 
the Washington Apartments survives at 161-171 Salem Street/ 6 Washington Street (ca. 1928, MDF.1257) and the 
Elks Club survives at 15 Washington Street (1915, MDF.1274). Salem Street is a commercial corridor extending out 
from this intersection, taking this character early in the twentieth century along the streetcar route and becoming a critical 
auto route thereafter.  Although some earlier residences survive there, many have been altered by the addition of store 
fronts or replaced by taxpayer blocks or apartment blocks. The east end of the area is defined as the length of Park 
Street, which runs from Salem in the north and continues across the railroad-right-of-way to Riverside outside this area.  
At the intersection of Park and Washington was a second civic and commercial node, the Park Street Station Area 
(MDF.AT), including the Park Street Station (20 Magoun Avenue, MDF.88), the George H. Newton Store (72 Park 
Street, ca. 1872-72), and the Swan School (75 Park Street, 1916, MDF.1254).  The area is bounded at the south by the 
railroad right-of-way, a somewhat artificial bound at this point, gradually disappearing as its land is added to adjacent 
properties and incorporated as yards.  But it is still legible in the landscape and provides a helpful reminder of the former 
hard bound; it also assists researchers in understanding the large dense area by dividing it into smaller sections for 
analytical purposes.  
 

Between these larger streets, a second set of spokes crosses this area.  See Locus Map.  Washington Street 
originates in the eponymous Square and extends southeast, while Franklin Street branches off from Washington and 
extends northeast.  North-south streets broke up these large blocks, but most are short, dead-end paths into the block not 
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always reaching the next east-west roadway.  Vine is the longest of the early north-south roads, running from Salem to 
Franklin, and Newcomb, formerly Lincoln, runs from Franklin to Washington.  Hadley Place, extending south from Salem, 
did not reach Franklin until a taking just before 1950 led to the demolition to clear the lots and the widening and 
lengthening of the street. Revere also extends south from Salem Street but does not reach Park Street Court; Park Street 
Court extends west from Park Street but does not reach Vine.  Lauriat Place runs east-west north of the railroad right-of-
way but has no outlet.  Cross Street marks the western edge of the area today, and its path, like that of Salem Street, was 
modified in association with the construction of Rt. 93.  Washington Place extends south from Washington Street and 
several other un-named dead-ends provide access to inner lots off Washington.  The acute corner lots had formerly been 
enriched with ambitious houses, and today, the brick Washington Apartments marks the corner of Washington and Salem 
and a small triangular park and the wide roadways creates a distinctive space at the intersection of Washington and 
Franklin. Lots within the area are for the most part comparatively narrow and small, though some are quite deep because 
of the pie-shaped blocks.  Most have grassy lawns with some trees and foundation plantings, though some have large 
asphalt drives and are sometimes fenced in chain link. 
 

Besides these small nodes, the area is primarily residential, although in the past working spaces were 
occasionally included, particularly on larger holdings.  A rare surviving example is the Lauriat Gold Beating Shop (7 
Lauriat Place, 1889-98), a remnant of a lost Medford industry.  The square hip-roofed block sits on a high brick 
foundation and has suffered from neglect in recent years.  Although there is an opening into the basement, now closed, its 
main wide entry was apparently into the raised story from stairs that are now missing, and that space now has modern 
sash as well as a modern door.  The upper portion of the building is lit with hip-roofed wall dormers on each elevation, 
with large windows (partially enclosed with new casements) that would appear to provide light to a work space.  
Additionally, a house at 2 Central Street (ca. 1873, MDF.1189) was converted to a hospital by 1910. 
 

Today the historic landscape of Washington Square includes 132 dwellings (including apartment blocks).  In 
the discussion that follows, the descriptions of the area will consider the broad variety of residences and will be organized 
by house type.  A house type, as used here, is a specific combination of form and spatial organization employed in the 
design for a dwelling, often executed in a particular structural system and occasionally employing distinctive ornament. 
Reflecting the evolving needs and values of their builders and their residents, dwellings took different forms over time but 
often resembled one another and those in other villages and towns, in Massachusetts or across New England.  It is 
helpful, therefore, to consider common house types in concert with the more familiar descriptor of historic buildings, 
architectural style, so that resources can be categorized by two over-arching descriptive systems, style focusing primarily 
on ornament and type focusing on form and plan.  This system for organizing research and presentations is particularly 
effective when considering large groups of buildings.1  Not all of the buildings retained enough integrity to be typed at this 
time, including buildings at 35 Franklin Street, 20 Hadley Place, 91-93 Park Street, and 122 Park Street. 

 
While the earliest significant wave of construction seems to have begun in the 1840s, there are buildings that are 

earlier in date or that employ forms better known from an earlier period.  Two buildings appear to be colonial in date and 
form, the Polly-Burrill House (7 Revere Place, traditional date 1738, MDF.32) and the Magoun-Whitney House (7-9 
Vine Street, mid-18th century, MDF.33).  Both employ the high gambrel-roofed main block that seems to have been 
distinctive to Medford, supplemented by a rear ell.  Both were moved to their current location, the former from Salem 
Street and the latter from Franklin Street, to make way for more lucrative development.  Both have been further 
remodeled since they were surveyed in the 1970s, and visits to the interior would be required before details of plan and 
evolution could be determined.  This configuration, of a high front and perpendicular secondary rear ell, was quite popular 
in many communities through about 1830, providing a regular and symmetrical façade and three major rooms on the 
ground floor, and here the form persists farther into the nineteenth century.  The Tufts house (183 Salem Street, ca. 1840, 
MDF.110) takes this form and the Hannah Brooks House (25-27 Washington Street, ca. 1839-1844, MDF.1397) does 

                                                 
1 The author has developed this regional housing typology over the course of her career, and it has evolved over that time. Variations of 
it, regularly updated and adapted to varying circumstances and contexts, have been employed in her teaching and in preservation 
research for comprehensive inventory and National Register district projects, most recently for Rangeley in Winchester and for 
Hopkinton’s Survey Plan, completed with Jennifer Doherty.  See also Thomas C. Hubka, Houses Without Names, Architectural 
Nomenclature and the Classification of America’s Common House (2013). 
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as well, and seems to have experienced a later Italianate remodeling.  The Peirce house (6 Franklin Street, by 1855) 
has an ambitious façade with bay windows, oriel over the entry, and decorative verge boards and spindle screen and may 
also have been updated.  A smaller version is the Sylvester house (43 Washington Street, 1855-75).   
 

Houses that were fully double pile in plan, that is two rooms deep throughout and therefore likely to enclose four 
main rooms, were embraced by members of the elite in the eighteenth century and were popular throughout the 
nineteenth century. One large example is the John and Mary Norwood House (15 Franklin Street, ca. 1845, 
MDF.1343), which retains its Doric pilaster and entablature surround.  More compact versions of this type, only a story 
and a half in height and therefore sacrificing the ample space of a garret, became quite common during the second 
quarter of the nineteenth century.  The examples in this neighborhood seem to have been Greek Revival in style, and this 
house type is sometimes called a classical cottage.  The John and Louisa Eames House (18 Franklin Street, pre 1850, 
MDF.1342) and its neighbor the Lovering house (22 Franklin Street, by 1855) take this form, the latter retaining some 
of its entablature treatment of the entry and the main block.  These houses and two still smaller examples, the Tufts 
house (25 Franklin, 1855-75), with no half story, and the narrower Govan house (22 Vine Street, by 1855) have each 
experienced several additions, likely the factor that ensured their survival. 
 

The most popular house type in the neighborhood, and in many Massachusetts communities, was the end 
house, which became popular in the 1830s and remained so into the early 20th century.  Nearly fifty examples survive in 
the neighborhood, including large examples of two stories and a garret and smaller examples of one-and-a-half or just two 
stories. This type is most easily recognized by its orientation, with its facade in the tall and narrow gable end and the roof 
ridge perpendicular to the front wall. Known by some as the ‘temple front house,’ the house first became particularly 
popular with the fashion for Grecian treatments, and its façade was often treated with elements of the classical orders 
including pilasters and entablatures.  Some early examples may have embraced the Gothic taste, sometimes in 
combination with the Greek as seen below, with open eaves and decorative vergeboards and frontispieces.  Most 
commonly, these houses employed a narrow three-bay façade with a side entry plan and were simple blocks with the 
common addition of a lower rear ell.  These houses included the primary spaces desired in a middle class home, including 
two public rooms and a kitchen, with bedrooms above, with a narrow footprint appropriate to small lots in denser villages.  
The side hall might extend through the main block or occupy just the front pile, and in the former case, two rooms would 
open off that hall, while in the latter, two rooms would occupy the rear tier.   
 

The best preserved of the early examples were small end houses, with a main floor and a half story created by 
extending their posts to create more headroom, as in the cottages noted above.  The entries and the corners of the main 
blocks were commonly treated as entablatures supported by pilasters with simple Doric treatments of the Greek Revival.  
Well preserved examples of this type include the Joseph and Mary Roberts House (47 Washington Street, ca. 1840-
1850, MDF.1332), the Edwin and Nancy Hatch House (11 Park St Court, ca. 1852, MDF.1371), and the Henry and 
Elizabeth Palmer House (26 Vine Street, pre 1855, MDF.1346).  Other legible but more altered examples include the 
Currill house (38 Washington Street, by 1855), the Sawyer house (130 Park Street, by 1855), the Richardson house 
(161 Park Street, by 1855), the Palmer house (13 Park Street Court, by 1855), and the Southworth house (14 Park 
Street Court, by 1855).  Two-story examples are also known here, and the best preserved example is certainly the Eben 
and Elizabeth Flanders House (32 Franklin Street, pre 1850, MDF.1340), with an unusual arrangement of its façade 
that emphasizes verticality and includes scalloped trim suggestive of a handful of other houses in Medford.  The Joseph 
and Rhoda Mitchell House (18 Washington Street, ca. 1844, MDF.1336) has its trim covered, but the entablature 
treatment is quite legible.  Other examples that have lost their trim include the Pierce house (20 Washington Street, by 
1855), the Sylvester house (41 Washington Street, by 1855), the Sampson house (52 Washington Street, by 1855), 
the Robinson house (10-12 Revere Place, by 1855), the Burrill house (13 Revere Place, by 1855), and the Dyer 
house (20 Park St Court, by 1855). 

  
The end house is most associated with the Greek Revival style, but it was just as common to find this form in the 

Italianate style and these are exceptionally common here, most constructed between 1855 and 1875.  In many instances, 
the edges of the building were treated similarly to the Greek examples, but with the addition of single or paired brackets at 
the eaves, paneled pilasters, and hoods and porches at entries, also enriched with brackets.  As planning and 
construction modes shifted toward more complex massing, the basic box was modified through the addition of bay 
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windows, dormers, projecting bays, and porches.  Especially by adding projecting bays to the rear pile of the plan, the 
house would be provided with more width for two rooms in the rear pile.  Larger houses are more frequently found in this 
form during this period.  Among the most ambitiously trimmed was the Turner-Child House (59 Washington Street, ca. 
1850-1855, MDF.219), which also included an exceptionally large rear ell.  The John S. Mason House (102 Park Street, 
1855-1874, MDF.1386) is richly trimmed and employs a wing rather than a rear ell, to accommodate its lot.  The John B. 
and Emily B.S. Folger House (113 Park Street, 1873, MDF.1387) has good surviving trim and low projecting rear bay, 
while the Jacobs Tenant House (29 Vine Street, 1875-1880, MDF.1396) takes the more common form with the 
projecting rear bay rising through the second floor and retains characteristic trim; also well preserved is the Brown house 
(76 Park Street, 1875-80).  Examples that retain significant trim, but with some later additions, are the Palmer house (30 
Vine Street, 1855-75) and the Robinson house (158 Park St, by 1855). Other surviving examples include the 
Champney house (1 Washington Place, 1855-75), the Russell house (4 Franklin, 1855-75), the Loverin house (29 
Franklin Street, 1855-75), the Richards house (41 Franklin Street, 1875-89), the Morton house (11 Newcomb Street, 
1875-89), the Green house (14 Vine Street, 1855-75), and the Gow house (99 Park Street, 1875-80).   

 
Two small end houses also date to this period: the Butters house (18 Vine Street, 1855-75), with a high 

projecting bay in rear pile, and the Clapp house (16 Hadley Place, 1855-75) with bay windows. Another small end house 
seems to date to this period, but arrived at its current location, 52 Franklin, between 1900 and 1910. This decrease in 
the popularity of the small form is likely because of the adoption of the mansard roof in smaller, side-passage plan houses 
of this period. The choice of roof type could have a significant impact on the appearance of the house and significantly 
increased the amount of space beneath it, creating a nearly full second story, and the effect can be seen in a number of 
houses in the neighborhood.  By far the best preserved of these is the Child House (67 Washington Street, ca. 1867, 
MDF.221), where a recent renovation and paint highlight the surviving dormers, brackets, and hood; another less well-
preserved example is 182 Park Street (1875-80).  Several examples expand the rear rooms with projecting bays, 
including the houses at 2 and 8 Vine Street and the Jacobs house at 25 Vine Street (all 1855-75), while retaining their 
hoods. Two houses have an unusual treatment of their mansard roofs, which seem to have been raised with a higher 
gable roof in place of a low hip:  the Grey house (43 Franklin Street. 1875-89) and its neighbor the Richards house (15 
Newcomb Street, 1875-89). Mansard roofs were often added to two story blocks as well, and these houses were 
common in Medford, and two survive in this neighborhood, at the Austin house (107 Park Street, 1880-89), with 
projecting bay and rear ell, and the Nichols House/Sherman Hospital (2-4 Central Street, ca. 1873, MDF.1189).   

 
End houses remained popular through the end of the nineteenth century, and the projecting bays and dormers 

contributed to the complex silhouettes favored in the Stick and the Queen Anne styles.  A large example of the former, 
with a hip roof, is the Obed and Mercie Doane House (69 Washington Street, 1875-80, MDF.222).  An exceptionally 
well-preserved Queen Anne example is the Anselm and Helen A. Lauriat house (5 Lauriat Place, 1880-89, MDF.1384) 
with multiple projecting bays and various wall cover, and the Blanchard house (19 Vine Street, 1889-98) also retains its 
period exterior. The Russell house (2 Franklin Street 1889-98) retains a porch with unusual spindles and bay windows 
above.  Other examples include the Richard house (15 Hadley Place, 1889-98), the Morton house (11 Newcomb 
Street, 1875-89), the Ordway house (164 Park Street, 1880-89) and the Dill house (13 Vine Street, 1889-98).  Small 
examples include the Newcomb tenant house (184 Park Street, 1880-89) and the Burrell house (15 Revere Street, 
1875-89).  
 
 A new type added toward the end of the nineteenth century and found in striking numbers in this neighborhood is 
a version of what Thomas Hubka has designated the parlor-by-pass house.  Related to other house types in its 
picturesque massing of two intersecting and perpendicular gabled blocks, this variation pulled the front door back away 
from the street in a projecting bay, sometimes providing entry into a lobby or hallway, but sometimes directly into one of 
the public rooms.  They are most commonly Italianate in style, though Stick and likely Queen Anne version are known as 
well. These houses are in need of closer study to clarify the distinctions among them, though it does appear that they 
most commonly employed the by-then de rigueur three-room grouping of public spaces.  The best preserved is the Stick 
style Jonathan A. and Mary J.M. Abbott House (21 Vine Street, 1880-86, MDF.1395), where the reentrant porch 
includes a distinctive pierced balustrade. The Smith house (19 Revere Place, by 1855) seems to be an early example 
that may have been updated; another possibly early example is the Sampson house (4-6 Hadley Street, by 1855), 
which retains some of its trim.  Later examples that have lost their trim include the Tainter house (127 Park Street, 
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1872), the Atkins house (135 Park Street, 1873), and the Brooks house (33 Vine Street, 1855-75).  Examples with 
more surviving Italianate elements include the Reed house (56 Washington Street 1855-75) and the Eames house (85 
Park Street, 1875-80), lost very recently. The Dill houses, next door to one another at 11 and 15 Vine Street (1889-98) 
seem likely to have had Queen Anne features. 
 

Likely of custom design are two of the area’s largest houses, decorated in the Queen Anne style.  The Turner-
Brown House (81-83 Washington, multiple dates, MDF.1399) takes an unusual form that is likely the result of the 
remodeling of an earlier end house, but its fashionable additions of bay windows, tower with a conical cap, and complex 
windows have been accented by a recent renovation.  The James E. Potter House (172 Park Street 1880-89, 
MDF.1389) employs a large cross-gabled core, with a variety of elements adding space and variety to its volume, 
including angled corner bays and oriel windows.  A later house but similar in scale and ambition is the Gahan House (19 
Washington Street, 1915, MDF.1274), a large hip-roofed double house constructed of concrete block in the Arts and 
Crafts style and later converted to an Elks Lodge.  
 

Another important trend of the nineteenth century was the more common use of types that enclosed more than 
one dwelling, and this pattern is especially true in this neighborhood.  The most common and earliest multi-family house 
type here was the duplex or semi-detached house, with two living units next to one another within a single building, and 
14 examples survive here.  Most duplexes are composed of two small units, seldom wider than a single room and entry 
bay, seldom deeper than double pile, but here often including rear ells. The most familiar form arranges the units side-by-
side with the entries paired at the center of a six bay facade.  The Ells Tenant Duplex (60-62 Washington, by 1855, 
MDF.1330) retains a well-preserved Greek Revival frontispiece. The Italianate Newcomb Duplex (66-68 Washington 
Street, ca. 1855, MDF.1398) is large and elaborate, with façade gable and long rear ell, and much of its trim intact.  
Examples with evidence of their original entablature treatments include the Magoun duplex (44-46 Washington Street, 
by 1855) and the Goodwin duplex (73-75 Washington, 1855-75); another related example is the Parsons duplex (165-
167 Park, by 1855).  The Magoun duplex at 42-44 Franklin (by 1855) is more lightly fenestrated.  Another two-unit type, 
the back-to-back duplex, arranges the pair of living units so that the entries are separated, located along the opposite 
lateral walls rather than on the street facing elevation, by turning their end gables to the street.  The Binney-Roberts 
Duplex (144-146 Park Street, by 1855, MDF.1388) is a well-preserved example of this type, retaining its entablature trim 
and overall massing. Most examples were apparently rather plain, including the Marsh duplex (48-50 Washington 
Street, 1855-75) and the Brooks-Badger duplex (10-12 Newcomb, 1855-75); the Magoun duplex (46-48 Franklin 
Street, by 1855) was lightly fenestrated.  The Brooks duplex (14 Washington Street, by 1855) had a pedimented end 
gable façade, while the more elaborate Italianate Jacobs duplex (8 Washington Street,1875-89) retains its hoods and 
includes stacked bay windows on its street elevation.  The Whitney duplex (36-38 Franklin Street, 1889-98) 
demonstrates the complex silhouette preferred in Queen Anne buildings, with large projecting bays on its facade and rear 
ells, while more restrained aesthetic is visible at the similarly large Lauriat duplex (9-9a Lauriat Place, 1889-98), a large 
hip-block with classical trim. 

 
The turn of the nineteenth to the twentieth century marked a change in housing patterns, as householders and 

designers sought to temper the tastes of the end of the nineteenth century through the simplification of wall covers, 
massing, silhouettes, and plans.  Simpler houses prevailed at every scale, with ornament deriving from the Craftsman 
movement or employing order-driven trim long popular in Classical and Renaissance revivals.  Smaller housing might 
employ the same suite of three primary rooms, but central heat made truly open plans more feasible, and as a result, 
wider cased openings between rooms, increasingly without doors, allowed spaces to flow together.  Bathrooms became 
far more common as well, a single one in small and moderate sized houses. These trends can be seen in the handful of 
single-family houses constructed in the neighborhood, which employed characteristic plans and forms. One common 
pattern was to create a more compact plan for narrow houses, rejecting the rear ell and projecting bays for a more 
contained footprint and a plan of entry and living room in the front of the house and dining room and kitchen in the rear. 
The best preserved of these appears to be the Craftman end house at 178 Park Street (1922-36).  The Blanchard 
house (17 Vine Street, 1889-98) likely employs this plan within its gambrel-front volume, as does the house at 34 Vine 
Street (1900-10) with its high gable end to the street, which seems to echo Tudor taste.  This configuration might be 
enclosed in a story-and-half gabled block as the house 174 Park Street (ca. 1924 as domestic), which may be a 
converted outbuilding.  The Woodward house (11 Lauriat Place, 1889-98) though somewhat altered, represents the 
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most common use of this plan in a house with a high hip roof and known as the four square.  The house that for many 
epitomized this simplification was the bungalow, the small houses of one or one-and-a-half stories that epitomized the 
Craftsman aesthetic.  One example was built here, 21 Park St Court (1910-36) under a hipped roof with a hipped dormer. 
 

But the most common house built in Medford at this time, and this neighborhood is no exception, is the house of 
two stacked flats known in Massachusetts as the two-family.  Many employed a new option known as the Progressive-era 
plan, the same plan often found in bungalows.  The buildings were deep and linear, with two rows of rooms front to back, 
often including a parlor, dining room, and kitchen to one side and bedrooms and bath on the opposite side.  These houses 
responded to new ideals of domesticity and to the increased density of many communities, where small or narrow 
footprints were attractive to homeowners and developers.  The earliest example is the Carlton two-family (35 Carlton 
Street, 1889-98), with a high hip roof, stacked bay windows, and dormers suggesting finished space in the attic. Other 
early examples were constructed at 221 Park Street (1898-1900) and at 104-06 and 108-10 Park Street (1900-10) 
employed high gabled roofs and large dormers above stacked bay windows as well. One of the neighborhood’s best 
preserved examples is 15 Park Street Court (1910-36), which follows the standard configuration under a gabled roof, 
which might include finished spaces; it has a front Tuscan porch with shingled parapet rising to an enclosed second story 
porch and an external brick chimney rising from the right side indicating the living room in the plan.  Another well-
preserved example is 171 Park Street (1910-24).  Related examples can be found at 63-65 Washington Street (1910-
36), 9-11 Revere Place (1910-36), and 12 Hadley Place (1910-36), now covered in brick veneer. Three deckers are a 
related type, with three stacked flats and often including stacked porches on the front and/or rear elevations, here under a 
nearly flat roof.  The earliest and best preserved is Potters Apartments (80-82 Park Street, 1896, MDF.1385), a double 
three-decker whose plan must address the shared party wall and would benefit from additional research.  Another double 
three-decker is Griffith Apartments (150 Park Street, 1905), exceptionally narrow and deep to include the desired five 
rooms.  136 Park Street (1910-24) is an example of the square type of single three-decker, suggesting rooms arranged 
around a central circulation core and featuring side bay windows, while 7 Newcomb (1900-10) with a high gambrel roof 
and large dormers encloses three flats, but takes a form distinct from the three-decker and resembles a large two-family.   
 

A small number of single-family houses were added to the neighborhood during the postwar era, and they 
represent well-known types.  The first of these, 3 Washington Place (1947) is a very small house known as the minimal 
traditional, shingled, and including only three rooms.  Somewhat larger is 20 Revere Place (1955), a modern cape, which, 
like many examples employs dormers that may light attic bedrooms.  The most common type built in Medford may be the 
side-entry garrison colonial, with a small footprint suited to dense neighborhoods in a plan that usually positioned the 
living room off the entry and the dining area and kitchen behind, with bedrooms and bath above. The best preserved 
example is 39 Cross Street (ca. 1960), with shingle walls accented by a section of vertical boards on part of the facade, 
with a three-part window in the living room and an octagonal window lighting the entry and stair.  Similar examples are 
found at 12 Franklin Street (ca. 1960), 14 Revere Place (1960), and 18 Revere Place (1962).  Three houses take the 
ranch house form, a long low rectangle enclosing a six-room plan.  Public rooms were gathered at one end, including a 
living room, a dining area open to it, and an adjacent kitchen, while private bed- and bathrooms clustered on the opposite 
side of the house, arrayed on a more traditional hall.  Aesthetically they were often quite simple, eschewing historical 
details for more Modernist austerity and relying on materials for visual effect.  In this neighborhood, ranches were 
positioned with the narrow ends to the street, at 22 Revere Place (1960) and at 14 Hadley (1963), with brick veneer, 
while 11 Hadley Place (1965) has a hip roof and an L-shaped footprint, with a stone panel on its façade.  The last single-
family house built here is at 8 Park Street Court (1986), gambrel-roofed cape with dormers. 
 

Also more common in the twentieth century were Iarge apartment blocks, marking a significant contrast to the 
small scale and primarily wood dwellings of the neighborhood.  The earliest of these was the brick Washington 
Apartments (161-171 Salem Street/ 6 Washington Street, ca. 1928), located at the edge of the Square and similar 
generally to examples found in Medford Square.  But most of the area’s apartment blocks were constructed in the late 
twentieth century when apartment blocks increased in popularity nationally as well as in communities like this one.  Most 
are three story buildings with brick veneers and quite simple in their trim, including examples at 53 and 55 Washington 
Street (1968) under hip roofs and at 33 and 35 Washington Street (1973) with faux mansards.  3 and 7 Washington 
Street are frame apartment blocks with L-Shaped footprints creating a rear court and share their lot with 45 Cross Street, 
a three-story frame block topped by a mansard roof (all 1990).  The frame duplexes at 84-86 and 88-90 Park Street 
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(1984, 1982) may represent an effort to match the scale of the neighborhood, while a block of four town houses with 
colonial trim was built at 1-3 Lauriat Place in 2001. The most recent addition, Park Place Condominiums (179 Park 
Street, 2009), its fourth story under a mansard roof and covered in brick veneer, may be intentionally echoing historic 
features. 
 

As in many parts of Medford and other inner-ring suburbs, many of the buildings have experienced alterations 
especially in recent decades.  As noted above, in most instances, their core volume is legible and their general date can 
be surmised from general research and observation.  Most buildings are covered in vinyl siding, and there are small 
numbers of examples covered in stucco, asphalt, or asbestos shingles; in some instances wood clapboards or shingles 
have been employed.  In many instances substantial portions of wood trim survive or were covered over in a way that 
does not fully obscure their character.  Most windows have been swapped out for vinyl.  Typically vulnerable portions of 
buildings have been removed or rebuilt, for example porches and elaborate trim.  But, as noted for the National Register 
listed Old Ship Street Historic District, the area retains its historic character in spite of these material changes.  
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE      
Explain historical development of the area.  Discuss how this relates to the historical development of the community.  
 

Washington Square is a critical component of the large settlement that constituted Medford Square in the 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Located between two of Medford’s major regional thoroughfares, Salem Street at 
the north and the Boston & Maine Railroad to the south, the area developed civic and commercial nodes with dwellings 
surrounding them in a dense configuration of single- and multi-family forms. This expansion was initially fueled by the 
broad patterns of expansion in the Square, where its long-standing Mystic River crossing was complemented by the 
Middlesex Canal (1802) and the Medford and Andover Turnpikes (1803) to make the town an important regional center.  
But its most important and distinctive economic engine was Thatcher Magoun’s shipyard (1802), which set the character 
of the neighborhood and the larger town, in its own right and by attracting other shipbuilders to the community.  
Development in Medford Square then favored the east as it expanded along its spokes from its hub at the Craddock 
Bridge, and a web of additional spokes and cross streets, dense with houses, is clearly visible on Walling’s map of 1855.  
See figure 1.  Its period of greatest development included the five decades after about 1830, and although building slowed 
thereafter, most decades produced more buildings.  Over that period, the neighborhood shifted its character, from the mix 
of elite, middling, and working households associated with the ship yards, to an equally diverse neighborhood that 
attracted a number of commuters and local businessmen, and finally to one more narrowly working and lower-middle 
class in character and including a strikingly diverse set of occupations.  
 

English settlement in Medford provides a marked contrast to traditional Massachusetts town formation, as much 
of the territory had been assigned to individual landowners rather than a municipal corporation, and during its early years 
it was known as a peculiar. The land of Matthew Cradock (d. 1641), the Massachusetts Bay governor who did not join 
other settlers here, extended along the north bank of the Mystic River nearly the entire length of what became Medford, 
occupied and developed by his servants.  Of particular importance, they constructed a bridge across the Mystic at the 
location of the present Cradock’s Bridge (MDF.921), that would focus activity in that vicinity forever after.  When the large 
Cradock holdings were partitioned in 1656, Jonathan Wade, Sr. (d. 1683), a prominent merchant of Ipswich, purchased a 
significant portion of this land, about 1,000 acres covering what became Medford Square. Wade senior’s Medford land 
was divided between two of his sons, Jonathan Jr. (1637–1689), who received the portion to the west, and Nathaniel (ca. 
1647-1707), who received the portion to the east.  The division between then was near Gravelly Brook which formerly ran 
to the east of Oakland Street not far from the edge of Route 93.  Nathanial’s share covered all or part of what would later 
be known as Washington Square and included 380 acres of upland and 80 of meadow. The Wade family apparently 
topped the hierarchy of citizens in 17th century Medford, holding a number of town offices and consistently leading the list 
of property assessments. According to Hooper, Nathaniel’s house was near the intersection of Riverside and Park, and 
his land was eventually sold by his son Samuel.  Later owners included William Richardson and Thomas Oakes, but its 
subsequent sale and subdivision has apparently not been studied in detail.  As the center village grew in size, the 
holdings would have been subdivided as development extended out from the bridge, but no large-scale development plan 
has been noted to date.  The house and at least some of the property were eventually purchased by Thatcher Magoun 
and George B. Lapham early in the 19th century, both of whom invested heavily in real estate.  The years after Magoun’s 
shipyard opened would be important to the development of this area, and the dates of the surviving buildings suggest the 
area developed slowly in the first decades and more rapidly in the 1830s and 40s.2  
 

Of special interest for this area is the large number of buildings that survive here from the period before 1855, a 
high priority for survey in Medford.  About fifty buildings are shown on the Walling map of 1855, most located on Cross 
Street, the westernmost street, and on Franklin and Washington streets, the new thoroughfares.  The north-south 
connectors were in place, but only the important Park Street, running along the bound with the large holdings of the Halls 
and Thatcher Magoun, and its neighbor Park Street Court had more than a handful of houses. Thirty-nine of the surviving 
buildings in the area are believed to have been constructed in this early period, an important concentration of these 
buildings in the City.  And, although a small number of buildings appear to date before 1830, based on their forms and 
ornament, many of these buildings are believed to have been constructed shortly before 1855. The houses are generally 
                                                 
2 See John H. Hooper, “Some Old Medford Houses and Estates,” Medford Historical Society Papers, vol. 7, 1904 (Perseus digital); 
Area F Old Ship Street Area.  
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Greek Revival in style, and include examples of moderate-sized houses expected for artisans as well as larger houses of 
the more prosperous shipyard and business owners. Significant numbers are found of cottages and end house of a story-
and-a-half in height as well as side-by-side and back-to-back duplexes. Thatcher Magoun owned a number of houses by 
1855, suggesting that as well as investing in large parcels of open land, Magoun owned housing that he may have let to 
employees.  Several others are captured apparently owning multiple properties, including Mrs. Hannah Brooks (25-27 
Washington Street, MDF.1397) and Robert Ells (60-62 Washington Street, MDF1330), a pattern that would continue in 
the neighborhood.  Also noted in the area by 1855 were components of the civic and commercial nodes, including a 
grammar school just to the west of the surviving neighborhood, and a railroad station, engine house, and school, all near 
the corner of Washington and Park streets; these buildings have been demolished. 
 

The character of the families living in the neighborhood at this time can be discerned from an examination of the 
Massachusetts State Census of 1855 in concert with Walling’s map of the same year.  About 50 household heads were 
indicated on the map, and many of these individuals were located in the census, including 32 dwellings housing 47 
families.3  As is clear from these figures, buildings were often shared by multiple families.  Indeed, the term family seems 
to have indicated married individuals, while single individuals were more likely to have been counted within a more 
traditional family. This group of dwellings included only nine instances where a nuclear family of mother, father, and 
children lived alone, and a small number of other households included a young adult female who was in many instances a 
domestic servant or older individuals who appear to be widowed parents.  The vast majority of households included 
individuals who appear to have been more distantly related or unrelated, as they do not share surnames.  In most 
instances, the individuals were younger childless couples and the male often shared an occupation with the household 
head.  There were four households headed by females, three of whom appear to be widowed living with their children and 
one consisting of two middle-aged women.  These women reported no occupations nor did any others in other 
households.  The male heads of families were surprisingly similar in age, with fully half of them between the ages of 36 
and 45, and therefore born in the decade of the 1810s.  Half as many of these men were 35 or younger and half as many 
were older than 46.   

 
The occupational uniformity was even greater:  well more than half of the men (about 30) reported their 

occupation as shipwright, shipbuilder, or shipjoiner, the first title the most common.  Case studies of households with 
shipwrights in residence, by 1855 and in subsequent decades, can be found in forms for 15 Franklin Street (MDF.1343), 
144-146 Part Street (MDF.1388), 11 Park Street Court (MDF.1371), 26 Vine Street (MDF.1346), 18 Washington Street 
(MDF.1336), and 59 Washington Street (MDF.219). Three men, all in the same household, reported the closely related 
occupation of caulker.  A shipping broker could be found at 113 Park Street (MDF.1387), a ships blacksmith at 47 
Washington Street (MDF.1332), and a Boston wharfinger at 2 Central Avenue (MDF.1289). Another group reported 
occupations in the building trades, including four housewrights, one mason, and one painter.  Builders lived at 18 Franklin 
Street (MDF.1342), 32 Franklin Street (MDF.1340), and briefly at 102 Park Street (MDF.1386), an example of the 
peripatetic character often associated with this trade; later, an employee of New England Brick Company, on Riverside 
Avenue, lived at 69 Washington Street (MDF.222).  Other common occupations include: three provisioners, two traders, 
two barbers, and two ‘ostlers’ or hostlers, caring for horses.  Single individuals reported the occupations of farmer, 
clergyman, and cordwainer.  The population was overwhelmingly white and born in Massachusetts, with the exception of 
one mulatto household on Cross Street:  Margaret Revalion (age 69) shared her dwelling with Joseph Revalion, a 29-
year-old barber, and two other young Revalions, Thomas (10) and Albert (8).  John E. Russell, also a barber, and his wife 
Rachel, both 24 and born in Pennsylvania, lived here as well.  This building appears to have been demolished 
 

                                                 
3 The method employed here was to rely on the search capabilities of Ancestry.com to identify individuals in the census, searching for 
each surname and then selecting individuals with correct or approximate first names or initials.  In some instances, surnames were 
sufficiently unusual and their location in close proximity to other area residents that individuals with different first names were included 
here as well.  Many were found within a comparatively small number of pages, but others were pages away, and there can of course be 
no guarantee that we have certainly identified all the right people. The patterns described in this paragraph are sufficiently clear that it 
seemed a reasonable research decision.  It is also important to note that it is not clear how the census takers identified dwellings – as 
separate buildings or as separate living units within a single building. 
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Twenty years later in 1875 the number of buildings in the neighborhood had increased from about fifty to about 
75, and 23 surviving buildings from this period have been identified.  Many of these houses were added on Park Street 
and along Hadley Place and Vine Street, and while in some areas houses were added adjacent to or behind earlier ones, 
there were still large lots and open spaces, particularly at the east and the south sections of the area.  In many ways, the 
mix of housing remains similar in scale if different in its ornament and in some cases more complex as to form.  Duplexes 
remained popular, as did smaller houses, in this case two stories under the fashionable mansard roof.  The number of 
larger houses, with a garret above their upper story, increased slightly, as they would in the next two decades, and 
Italianate end houses and parlor-by-pass houses were quite common.  A store, an engine house, and the Swan Grammar 
School were added at the intersection of Park; the George H. Newton Store survives at 72 Park Street (Area AT). See 
Bailey birds eye view, figure 2, and historic photographs, figures 3, 4, and 5.  Not all of the new residents and property 
owners could be located in the Medford directory, but the sixteen associated individuals demonstrate a significant change 
during the decline of the ship building industry and the growth of both local employment opportunities and the increase in 
the popularity of commuting.  Only one shipjoiner was among this group, and the most popular employment at this time 
was carpenter – a new term for an occupation useful to an expanding town – reported by five who lived in the 
neighborhood and one who invested here.  Six individuals lived in Medford but worked in Boston, including a jeweler, a 
brass finisher, a clerk, a bank teller, leather merchants, and boot and shoe merchants.  Two widows also made their 
homes here after 1875.  An individual whose occupation changed several times over his life lived at 21 Vine Street 
(MDF.1395). At this time several families owned multiple buildings or large lots, including members of the Child family 
(Boston leather dealers, 59 and 67 Washington Street, MDF.219, 221), the Newcomb family (Boston boot and shoe 
dealers 66-68 Washington Street, MDF.1398), builder C.S. Jacobs (see below), and S. L. Buss.  Boston shoe dealers 
also lived at 81-83 Washington Street (MDF.1399). 

 
Many of these patterns continued during the next two decades, when houses of similar form but new stylish 

ornament were constructed; 18 survive from the period between 1875 and 1889 and 14 from between 1889 and 1898.  
The Italianate remained popular, joined by the Stick style and gradually giving way to the Queen Anne.  The shift away 
from shipbuilding may be seen in the smaller number of duplexes and the slight shift to more ambitious houses.  Two 
quite complex houses were added at this time, one by an important neighborhood developer, James E. Potter, who built a 
store nearby (285-293 Salem Street, MDF.1259), a house for himself at 172 Park Street (MDF.1389), and later an 
investment property on the same street, Potters Apartments at 80-82 Park Street (MDF.1385).  Like Potter, C.S. Jacobs 
was a contractor and builder who lived at the corner of Washington and Salem (figures 2 and 3) and built the house at 29 
Vine Street (MDF.1396) and likely others. Others lived elsewhere in Medford, but built here, or were neighborhood 
residents who invested in the neighborhood though building was not their trade.  This is particularly the case at the end of 
the century when most of the houses were built to be tenanted, and during that period, three women built a total of seven 
houses, and only two became their residence.  The Newcombs continued to own multiple properties in the neighborhood.  
And like the Newcombs, some of the newcomers to the neighborhood were Boston commuters (four cases in the early 
decade), although most individuals operated local businesses.  One of the most distinctive of these was the Lauriat’s gold 
beating operation, which would soon include a shop and four houses near their house at 5 Lauriat Place (MDF.1384).  
The neighborhood gained a new school in this period, the Washington School at the corner of Washington and Cross 
streets (demolished).  See historic photograph, figure 6. 
 

Growth slowed in the first half of the twentieth century, but the number of buildings that survive is significant, 
including about seven single-family houses, nine two-families, four three-families, and one apartment block. The shift to 
apartment dwelling was clearly the most significant trend of this period, increasing the density of the neighborhood with 
new construction but also with the subdivision of existing dwellings.  One major demolition also dates to this period, when 
the Jacobs house at the prominent corner of Washington and Salem was replaced by the Washington Apartments at 6 
Washington Street (MDF.1257).  See a historic image of the house in figure 3.  A snapshot of neighborhood residents in 
1922 can be gleaned from the City’s first Voter List that organizes voters by street address.  Nearly 500 individuals are 
reported at addresses within the area, including at this date both men and women, and of course this was only the adults.4 

                                                 
4 There is some ambiguity about identifying individual dwelling units, as each address does not necessarily indicate a separate unit, as 
for example when two-families or three-deckers include two or three households but only one address.  This makes counting the 
various households and characterizing them a challenge.  The list was reviewed generally, and there was a very clear pattern 
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In contrast to earlier years, a significant majority of households in the neighborhood appear to be essentially nuclear 
families, with far fewer reporting unrelated individuals living together.  In most cases, the groupings were married couples, 
a married couple and their adult children, or a parent and their children; a significant portion appear to have had an older 
adult in the household who in many cases appears to be a grandparent. Only a handful of households include other 
individuals with different surnames, as in a few cases where single adults were sharing a residence or families had 
unrelated individuals living with them.  Clearly the home had become a more private place than it had been in the 
shipbuilding era. 

 
The greatest contrast to earlier periods is perhaps the variety in male occupations, and about 100 job titles were 

included.  Most jobs appear to have been skilled blue collar in character, work in crafts, manufacturing, or processing 
employing over 50 men.  Frequently repeating jobs included electrician (6), machinist (5), and blacksmith (4), and 25 other 
titles.  Another group of more than 20 men reported semi-skilled or service blue collar jobs, the most common examples 
being drivers of various sorts.  Nearly as many men reported low white-collar jobs as skilled blue collar (46), most of these 
designated as clerk, the most common title by a significant margin (20), salesman (12), and bookkeeper (7).  A smaller 
group were proprietors, managers, or minor government officials (16) or semi-professionals (draftsmen, optician, 
designer, for example, 8).  Nineteen men reported high white collar occupations, including six engineers, three each of 
teachers, physicians, and contractors.   This variety is likely the result of general employment patterns, with more 
specialization in job categories, as well as more local patterns, including more employment opportunities in the growing 
City and access to jobs in neighboring communities via affordable public transportation.  

 
Women had recently earned the right to vote, so reporting on them was required and demonstrated increased 

opportunities for women. Most were still primarily at work in the home, and about 140 women reported themselves as 
housewives while another 62 reported that they were ‘at home’; this last category seems to have been employed by older 
and younger women, to distinguish their role in the household.  But about 75 women reported other occupations, including 
about 30 different job titles, a sharp contrast to earlier periods.  Most women were employed in offices, a category 
identified generally as low white collar work and applying to about half of the group. The most common of these positions 
was clerk (18), followed by stenographer (9) and bookkeeper (8), as well as secretary and “office work”; four reported 
work as a telephone operator, an operator, or chief operator.  Other popular jobs were those commonly associated with 
women in the workplace, including teachers (9), nurses (4), and dressmakers, seamstresses, and stitcher (10).  Only five 
reported working in domestic service (one maid and four others as housekeeper or housework).  Single individuals 
reported work as physician, superintendent of a hospital, motor transportation, comptometer, treasurer, forelady, 
saleslady, printing office, waitress, insurance, and hairdresser.   

 
There was an apparent hiatus in building in 1930s and 40s due to depression and war.  But the postwar period 

meant the construction of single-families here, as in the suburbs.  Indeed, during the period between 1945 and 1965, only 
single-family houses were constructed here, including nine examples of the era’s most familiar forms; one additional 
single family house was added in 1986.  The neighborhood was also effected by another critical postwar innovation, the 
construction of a regional limited-access highway and the demolition of portions of the larger neighborhood at the same 
time.  The construction of Rt. 93 after 1959 disrupted the intersection that was Washington Square, and its nodal quality 
was lost.  Although the path was elevated over the street, Salem Street was interrupted by the rotary and ramps placed 
there. The Washington Apartments survives, but the Washington School was demolished, as were buildings on the west 
side of Cross Street, and the opposite (north) side of Salem Street lost many buildings as well. The path of Cross Street 
seems to have been shifted to the east, and buildings at the corner of Cross and Lauriat Place were demolished; 35 Cross 
may have been moved back to the east.  Slightly before this large-scale demolition, by 1950, a group of four buildings on 
Hadley and Franklin streets were demolished to extend Hadley Place from Salem to Franklin.  Later the Hersey house at 
the corner of Franklin and Washington was demolished and the path extended to Washington.  A small triangle remains; 
the intersection is now known as Woodside Square.  The site of the Washington School was a parking lot until the 
apartment blocks were constructed there in 1990 (3 and 7 Washington Street and 45 Cross Street).   

                                                                                                                                                                                     
observable, even when it appears that many unrelated families are living together who are actually living in apartments.  For 
occupations, counts were made of each job title, then job titles were grouped into categories employed in Stephen Thernstrom’s The 
Other Bostonians: Poverty and Progress in the American Metropolis, 1880-1970 (1973), Appendix B.] 
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In keeping with national trends, building in the neighborhood favored apartments and town houses at the end of 

the twentieth century and that continued in recent decades.  The most recent of additions to the neighborhood are, for the 
most part, three-story apartment blocks, most located at the southwest section of the area, three at Washington Square, 
four off Washington Street, and one on Park just off Salem.  Two modern duplexes are located on Park Street at the 
corner of Franklin Street and town houses were constructed on Lauriat Place. Demolition was associated with several of 
the apartment blocks constructed in the neighborhood in the late twentieth century, including two houses on Washington 
Street providing access to the apartment blocks at 53 and 55 Washington Street (1968) and at 33 and 35 Washington 
(1973).  The house at the corner of Franklin and Park was demolished to make way for the duplexes at 84-86 and 88-90 
Park Street (1984, 1982).  Several buildings had occupied the land near the corner of Salem on the north side of Park 
Street before the large apartment block Park Place Condominiums (179 Park Street) was constructed there in 2009.  
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Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885.  Rand, Avery & Co., 1886. 
Clemson, John, “A History of the Development of the Glenwood Section of East Medford,” submitted to the Medford 

Historical Commission as part of the East Medford Survey Part I, (2016). 
Hayward, Ryan, person communication of research. 
Hervey, James A., “Shipbuilding in Medford,” Medford Historical Register, Vol. 1, No. 3, July 1898. 
Hooper, John H. “Some Old Medford Houses and Estates,” Medford Historical Society Papers, vol. 7, 1904 (Perseus 

digital). 
Wooley, Fred H.C., Old Ship Street: Some of its Houses, Ships, and Characters,” Royall House Reporter, Vol. VIII, No. 1, 

Feb 1969 {Read before the Medford Historical Society, May 20, 1901]. 
Morison, Samuel Eliot.  The Maritime History of Massachusetts, 1783-1860. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co, Sentry Edition, 

1961. 
 
Research protocol for this area: 
 
Consult maps for first and later appearance of name and footprint. Note names. 
 
For first appearance on 1855 Walling map, consult MA 1855 census and in some instances US 1860 census.  Note name 
and occupation of head of household/name on map. 
 
For first appearance on 1875 Beers atlas, consult Malden directory 1876.  Note name and occupation, address where 
additional information supplied. 
 
For first appearance on 1889 Walker atlas, consult Medford directory 1890.  Note name and occupation, address where 
additional information supplied.  Check selected examples against 1880 Bailey bird’s eye view. 
 
For first appearance on 1898 or 1900 Stadly atlas, consult Medford directory 1900.  Note name and occupation, address 
where additional information supplied. 
 
For first appearance on Sanborn 1910, consult Medford Poll/Voter List of 1922 or the Medford directory 1924 (street list, 
then alphabetical entries).  Note name and occupation for single family, household and occupation for multifamily. 
 
For modern buildings, consult Medford assessors online database. 
 
Consult selected other sources:  Medford Historical Society plaque files, Ryan Hayward research, Public Safety Record 
cards.  
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                      National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 
 

 
Check all that apply: 
 

  Individually eligible               Eligible only in a historic district 
 

  Contributing to a potential historic district           Potential historic district 
 
 
 
Criteria:         A           B           C        D 
 
Criteria Considerations:         A         B        C       D         E         F          G 
 
 
                   Statement of Significance by__Claire W. Dempsey____________________ 
                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here 
                 

Washington Square is a critical component of the large settlement that constituted Medford Square in the 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Located between two of Medford’s major regional 
thoroughfares, Salem Street at the north and the Boston & Maine Railroad to the south, the area 
developed civic and commercial nodes with dwellings surrounding them in a dense configuration of 
single- and multi-family forms. This growth was initially fueled by the broad patterns of expansion in the 
Square, where its long-standing Mystic River crossing was complemented by the Middlesex Canal and 
the Medford and Andover Turnpikes to make the town an important regional center.  But its most 
important and distinctive economic engine was Thatcher Magoun’s shipyard (1802), located on the Mystic 
River near the foot of Park Street (just south of this area and adjacent to the Old Ship Street NR District).  
Magoun’s success set the character of the neighborhood and the larger town, attracting other 
shipbuilders to the community.  Development around Medford Square expanded along spokes from its 
hub at the Craddock Bridge, but came to favor the east as development extended north from Magoun’s 
yard, with cross streets creating a web dense with houses.  The area described here was focused at the 
intersection of Salem and Cross streets and known as Washington Square, and it was separated from 
Medford Square by the construction of Route 93 after 1959.  
 
Washington Square’s period of greatest development included the five decades after about 1840, and the 
houses surviving from that period are generally Greek Revival in style, with moderately-sized houses for 
artisans as well as larger houses of the more prosperous shipyard and business owners. Significant 
numbers are found of cottages and smaller end houses as well as side-by-side and back-to-back 
duplexes.  Building slowed thereafter, and over the late 19th century, the neighborhood shifted its 
character, from the mix of elite, middling, and working households associated with the shipyards, to an 
equally diverse neighborhood that attracted a number of commuters and local businessmen, and finally to 
one more narrowly working and lower-middle class in character and including a strikingly varied set of 
occupations. The shift away from shipbuilding may be seen in the smaller number of duplexes and the 
slight preference for more ambitious houses at the turn of the century. The most significant trend of the 
20th century was the shift to apartment dwelling, increasing the density of the neighborhood with new 
construction but also with the subdivision of existing dwellings.  
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Washington Square meets Criterion A for its association with the growth and development of Medford, 
with its distinctive shipbuilding experience and the broader Boston basin, where settlement forms evolved 
as the region’s density and character changed over two centuries. The Square’s landscape includes 
buildings that are good examples of key types that have been identified as emblematic of the periods of 
their construction and use, supporting its significance under Criterion C. While the buildings have suffered 
some alterations, the individual components remain legible and the ensemble retains sufficient character 
and integrity to convey its areas of significance.  The Square exhibits significance at the local level and 
retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.  
Washington Square is located to the north of a related area listed on the National Register as the Old 
Ship Street Historic District and may be appropriately considered an extension of that district. 
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1. Town M e d f o r d 

Name of area ( i f any) W a s h i n g t o n , 

F r a n k l i n and V i n e S t r e e t s A r s a 

3. General date or per iod f i r s t h a l f o f 

t h e n i n R t . P s n t h - p . p n t n r y 

4. i s area uni form (explain): 
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ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate nor th . 
Indicate wi th an " x " exist ing houses not inventoried on F o r m B . 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 
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Date May 2 1 f 1979 

(over) 
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7. H i s to r i c a l data. Explain the h i s to r i ca l / a r ch i t ec tu ra l importance of th is area. 

S h i p - b u i l d i n g became a major i n d u s t r y i n Medford beginning 
i n 1803 w i t h the sh ipyard owned by Thatcher Magoun on R ive r s ide 
Avenue a t the f o o t o f Park S t r e e t , and c o n t i n u i n g u n t i l 1873. 
Several areas i n Medford have been i d e n t i f i e d as be ing associa ted 
w i t h the s h i p - b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y , n o t a b l y the South S t r ee t Area, and 
the Old Ship S t r e e t Area. The Washington, F r a n k l i n and Vine S t r ee t 
Area, l oca t ed adjacent to the Old Ship S t r e e t Area, a lso conta ins a 
heavy c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f b u i l d i n g s associa ted w i t h t h i s i n d u s t r y . 
They i l l u s t r a t e a v a r i e t y o f e a r l y n ine t een th -cen tu ry b u i l d i n g 
types . This area inc ludes a l l o f F r a n k l i n and Vine S t r e e t s , p lus 
Washington S t r e e t between Park S t ree t to the east and Cross S t ree t 
t o the wes t . 

Developed i n the e a r l y p a r t o f the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y , t h i s 
area conta ins homes o f s h i p w r i g h t s , s h i p j o i n e r s , carpenters and 
l a b o r e r s . Most o f the houses b u i l t before 1855 s t i l l e x i s t . At 
t h i s t ime Thatcher Magoun owned a number o f l o t s on both F r a n k l i n 
and Washington S t r e e t s , which may r e f l e c t an a t tempt on h i s p a r t 
to p rov ide housing f o r workers i n h i s sh ipyards . 

The a t tached l i s t conta ins the addresses o f e x i s t i n g b u i l d i n g s 
which were cons t ruc ted around i860 or e a r l i e r , w i t h the names o f 
t h e i r owners and t h e i r owner 's occupations ( i f known); b u i l d i n g s 
a f t e r t h i s date have not been inc luded as they do not seem to draw 
t h e i r a s soc ia t ions from s h i p - b u i l d i n g . 

8. Bibl iography aad/or references such as local h is tor ies , deeds, assessor's records , 
ear ly maps, etc. 

Map o f I855 o f the Town of Medford 

Medford D i r e c t o r i e s , 1869, 1870-71 

Middlesex County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

Wool ley , F rede r i ck C. "Old Ship S t r e e t " , Medford H i s t o r i c a l Reg i s t e r , 
Volume I V , No. k$ pp .87-100 . "~ ~~~ 

3/73 
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L i s t o f the pre-1860 b u i l d i n g s ex tan t i n the Washington, 
F r a n k l i n and Vine S t r e e t Areas 

Address Approximate E a r l i e s t Owner Owner's Occupation B u i l d i n g Type or S t y l e 
Date 

Washington S t r e e t ' ' ' " 
7 3 - 7 5 1 8 5 5 - 1 8 6 2 Andrew Paige & 

F r a n k l i n Goodwin 
sh ipwr igh t s 

6 0 - 6 2 p r e - 1 8 5 5 unknown 

52 

47 

p r e - 1 8 5 5 James M. Sampson cau lker & 
graver 

p r e - 1 8 5 5 Joseph Roberts b l acksmi th 

44-46 p r e - 1 8 5 5 Thatcher Magoun ship b u i l d e r 

41 

20 

18 

14 

p r e - 1 8 5 5 Samuel N . Sy lves te r s h i p j o i n e r 

p r e - 1 8 5 5 James Pierce carpenter 

p r e -1855 Josh M i t c h e l l s h i p j o i n e r 

p r e - 1 8 5 5 Hannah Brooks not l i s t e d 

F r a n k l i n S t r e e t 
48-46 pre-1855 Thatcher Magoun ship b u i l d e r 

42-44 p r e - 1 8 5 5 Thatcher Magoun ship b u i l d e r 

32 p r e - 1 8 5 5 Ebeneser S . Flanders carpenter 

22-24 p re -1855 Alvah Loveren carpenter 

18A 

15 

pre -1855 John Henry Eames housewright 

pre-1855 ? Norwood not l i s t e d 

Greek Rev iva l double 
house 

Greek Rev iva l double 
house 

Greek R e v i v a l - p e d i -
mented facade 

Greek Rev iva l Cot tage« 
gabled facade w i t h 
bargeboard 
T r a n s i t i o n a l Fede ra l -
Greek R e v i v a l 

Greek R e v i v a l - p e d i -
mented facade 

Greek Rev iva l -gab led 
facade 

Greek R e v i v a l - p e d i -
mented facade 

Greek R e v i v a l - p e d i -
mented facade 

Z\ s t o r y ve rnacu la r 
frame 

2-§ s t o r y ve rnacu la r 
frame 

Greek Rev iva l -gab led 
facade 

l | s t o r y vernacu la r 
frame 

I f s t o r y vernacu la r 
frame 

T r a n s i t i o n a l Federa l -
Greek Rev iva l 
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Addres Approximate E a r l i e s t Owner Owner's Occupation B u i l d i n g Type or S t y l e 
Date 

F r a n k l i n S t r ee t 
4 pre-1855 John Russe l l carpenter Greek Revival-pedimente 

facade 

Vine S t r ee t 

34 1846-1855 Elenezer Jackson s h i p w r i g h t Greek Rev iva l Cottage 

26 1852-1855 Henry Palmer s h i p j o i n e r Greek Rev iva l Cottage 

22 18^9-1855 Andrew Govan l a b o r e r i f s t o r y vernacula r 
frame 


