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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): Medford Square South 
  

Address:  23 South Street 

Historic Name:   Richardson – Hayes House 

Uses: Present:  two-family residential duplex 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   1843-1855 

Source:   deeds, maps 

Style/Form:    Greek Revival/ L house 

Architect/Builder:   unknown; possibly William B. 
Thomas 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   granite block 

Wall/Trim:   vinyl/ vinyl 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  none 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  Siding, sash, doors and 
trim, recent decades. 
 
 

Condition:   Fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.14  acre; 6,233 square feet 

Setting:    Dense mix of contemporary mid-19th 
century and more recent residential development. 

 



INVENTORY FORM B  CONTINUATION SHEET                    MEDFORD                       23 SOUTH STREET  
 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION                                                                           Area(s)      Form No. 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02125  
  
 

Continuation sheet 1 

G MDF.173 

 
 

 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Richardson – Hayes House, likely constructed between 1843 and 1855, is a two-story example of the ‘L house’ type 
prevalent throughout the region during the Federal and Greek Revival periods between ca. 1790 and 1850.  This building type 
represented an innovation in design from earlier center-chimney variations to a shallower, taller footprint that separated refined, 
genteel activities to the front of the house from work and service spaces to a rear ell, hence the name.  This was generally made 
possible through improvements in heating technology that included smaller fireboxes and the introduction of the stove combined 
with refinements in domestic design and planning. 
 
 The subject example is five bays wide with a center-entry, center hall plan and a single-pile depth.  The dimensions of 
the main body are 39 by 19 feet.  It may either have a latitudinal central circulation hall or a shallower lobby entrance with a third 
small room in the center-rear.  According to depictions on atlases and maps beginning in 1855 this example had two full-height 
ells with nearly flat hipped roofs which extended rearward symmetrically from either end of the main body.  Each ell also extends 
beyond each side elevation several feet, although there is no evidence of secondary entries in either forward-facing elevation.  
The early history of the house indicates it was occupied until ca. 1910 by a single household, suggesting it was built as a single 
family and not a dedicated duplex.  As early as 1887, though, period maps depict symmetrical side porches in each re-entrant 
angle of each side of the main body, although it is not clear how they were accessed.  Currently a more-recent, enlarged side 
porch fills the right (west) angle and the porch on the other side has been removed.  Beginning in 1936 Sanborn maps depict the 
open entry porch centered on the façade, suggesting it dates to between 1910 and the latter date.  The masonry pebble-dash 
base of the porch is consistent with Craftsman fashions of that period but the fluted, Doric-order columns appear to be consistent 
with the original Greek Revival period of the house.  Because the columns appear to retain considerable patina and are almost 
archaeologically correct in their execution, they are almost certainly of the period and may have been adaptively re-used from 
this or another near-by period building.  The original sidelights also appear to survive and the front door may also be of the 
period of initial build or the late-19th century.  Sanborn maps also indicate that the open rear court between the ells was filled in 
between 1903 and 1910, when the building was initially depicted as a duplex split down the center.  Two chimneys are currently 
located at the end of the west ell and in the center of the in-fill section between the two ells, suggesting earlier flues were 
removed, likely from the rear elevation of the main body.  
 
 Despite having undergone a recent comprehensive renovation that included the replacement of siding, trim and sash 
with vinyl products, the house remains a legible example of its type and style within the South Street area.  Early or original 
siding and trim may survive under vinyl siding and panning at the cornice and rake boards.  The house does retain its original 
enclosed pediments in either side elevation, the chief surviving stylistic characteristic.  Its location within a somewhat well-
preserved streetscape may qualify it for inclusion in a potential National Register district lining the street and its cross streets to 
the south, where numerous well-preserved period examples survive.  It should also be considered “preferably preserved” for 
purposes of preservation planning in this section of the city of Medford.   
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 
 The Richardson – Hayes House is an altered but legible component of the earliest phase of development of the South 
Street neighborhood during the 1830s through 1850s by prominent shipwrights, carpenters and other skilled craftsmen and 
merchants of the era.  It was possible to trace its ownership to the property’s acquisition by Fanny Richardson, widow, in 1843 
from Dudley Hall (1780-1868), Joseph Manning, Jr. (1812-1861) and Andrew Blanchard.  The grantors were all prominent 
merchants and major landowners in Medford (see Clemson, Overview of Hillside, 2014).  Unfortunately the instrument 
documenting Richardson’s acquisition is not legible enough to determine either the consideration or whether a building was 
present at the time, but it is stylistically consistent with the period.  Fanny Tufts Richardson (1789-1869) was the widow of Capt. 
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Luke Richardson, Jr. (1781-1830) and a daughter of James (1755-1810) and Elizabeth Hay Tufts (1753-1828).1  Little regarding 
the life or career of her husband could be ascertained through readily available records, but Fanny Richardson’s acquisition of 
the subject property and its valuation at $4,000 in 1860 suggests she was of some means.2  She resided at the house alone, 
usually with a single female servant or lodger listed under a single household, until her death.  It is possible that the subject 
house could be attributed to William B. Thomas (1818-1892), who likely built a similar house for himself at 10-12 Thomas Street 
(moved, MDF.1547). 
 
 In 1870 the property was conveyed to Benjamin F. Hayes by Alexander and Frances A. Moseley of Boston.  
Consideration was $4,500 and the description included 80 feet of frontage on the north side of South Street with a 200-foot 
depth.  Frances Moseley (died 1897) was a daughter of Fanny Richardson and evidently her heir.  Benjamin Franklin Hayes 
(1837-1901) was a native of Berwick, Maine and a prominent local lawyer active in Medford affairs during his professional life.  
He was educated at New Hampshire Academy, Dartmouth (1859) and Harvard, and was admitted to the Suffolk County bar in 
1861 and maintained offices throughout his career at 31 Milk Street in Boston.  He had settled in Medford by 1865 and married a 
daughter of prominent local ship builder Jotham Stetson, Abbie D., in 1867 (see MDF.59).  After Abbie’s premature death in ca. 
1869 he married Mary H. Harlow in 1876.  According to his obituary he served as a state representative in 1872-1874 and as a 
state senator in 1878-1879.  He served as city solicitor from Medford’s incorporation as a city in 1892 until his death, and was a 
trustee and president of the Medford Savings Bank.3 
 
 Although the most-recent ownership history of the property could not be traced with precision because the land is 
registered, other records confirm that by 1910 it was occupied and later owned by Lorenzo Bragg Favor (1861-1938).  Favor 
was a native of Massachusetts and an electrician by trade.  He married Effie Jane Ward in Lowell in 1894.  Directory listings and 
census returns indicate that throughout his period of ownership the building housed two households.  In 1910 his lodger was 
Niola Bunker (born ca. 1885); in 1924 Albert E. Scown, a commercial traveler and his wife, Rena M.; in 1930 Mrs. Mary Walker; 
and in 1938 John T. McManus, a blacksmith and his wife Mary H.  By 1930 Favor owned the property, at the time valued at 
$10,000 and charged his tenant Scown $50 in rent.  According to both Sanborn maps and city assessor’s records the building 
has been arranged as a side-by-side duplex since 1910.4  
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Maps and atlases: 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 

                                                           
1 According to one source, James Tufts “…served as a minute man at the Lexington Alarm and as corporal at Prospect Hill.  Born and died at 
Medford:” Sarah Hall Johnston, comp. and ed., Lineage Book, National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution, Vol. XLV (the 
society, 1917) p. 161, “Miss Laura L. Newhall.” 
2 MCSRD 434:356 and 434:511 (1843); Ancestry: vital records, births, marriages, deaths; 1850, 1860 Federal Census; 1870 Federal Census 
mortality schedule; 1855, 1865 Massachusetts State Census; Luke Richardson Bible; John Adams Vinton, The Richardson Memorial (Brown, 
Thurston & Co., 1876) p.  272; deaths registered in the City of Boston, 1897 (Frances A. Moseley, wife of Alex Moseley, 282 Commonwealth 
Ave.). 
3 MCSRD 1124:258 (1870); 2879:237 (1901) documents a mortgage given by the heirs of Benjamin F. Hayes to William C. Haskins; Haskins’ 
name on the 1875 and 1898 county atlases suggests there was a long-term financial arrangement between the two, but there is no evidence of 
Haskins’ residency at the property; Ancestry: vital records: marriages, deaths; 1880, 1900 Federal Census; 1865 Massachusetts State Census; 
1890, 1900 city directories; Boston Daily Globe, Feb. 1, 1901, p. 3, obituary. 
4 Ancestry: Mason membership card; vital records, marriages; 1910, 1930 Federal Census; 1924, 1930, 1938 city directories. 



INVENTORY FORM B  CONTINUATION SHEET                    MEDFORD                       23 SOUTH STREET  
 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION                                                                           Area(s)      Form No. 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02125  
  
 

Continuation sheet 3 

G MDF.173 

 
View from SE showing the east-facing elevation. 
 

 
Center entrance showing detail of the pebble-dash stoop, period Doric-order columns, sidelights and potentially 19th century 
door. 
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 
 
Check all that apply: 
 

  Individually eligible               Eligible only in a historic district 
 

  Contributing to a potential historic district           Potential historic district 
 
 
 
Criteria:         A           B           C        D 
 
Criteria Considerations:         A         B        C       D         E         F          G 
 
 
                   Statement of Significance by________Claire W. Dempsey__________________ 
                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 
                       

The Touro-Manning Area is one part of the wide ring of dwellings that surrounds the commercial core of 
the Medford Square South neighborhood at the north end of Main Street. The larger area, south of the Mystic 
River, is located to the west of Main Street and extends to Winthrop Street, between South Street at the north 
and the neighborhood boundary of Summer Street at the south. The area experienced several waves of 
primarily residential development over the 19th and early 20th century that created a dense and diverse 
landscape. Construction took place first along Winthrop and South streets, the oldest pathways, where large 
houses were constructed for both Bostonians seeking respite along the river and successful local businessmen 
associated with Medford’s early 19th century maritime history.  The importance of the Medford ship building 
industry to the development of mercantile and commercial activity connected with the Boston and the New 
England economy during the first half of the 19th century cannot be overemphasized.  Medford clipper ships 
played a pivotal role in the opening of the west through trade with California via Cape Horn in the 1850s and in 
the China and world-wide trade.  Several prominent shipbuilders or shipwrights built here and the area was 
home to other figures active in ancillary maritime industries and in Medford’s early commercial development as 
well. Gradually, as the town grew and prospered, density around Medford Square increased and new north-
south streets were extended from South to Summer and subdivided for the construction of moderate sized 
houses in the mid-19th century. Many of these properties are generally in a condition of good preservation and 
include styles and forms of architecture that represent Medford’s 19th century development. As in most Medford 
neighborhoods, these houses were joined by two-families and three-deckers in the early 20th century.  

 
As a group, these closely related properties are likely to be eligible as a National Register district under 

criteria A and C at the local level; areas of significance include architecture, maritime history, and social history. 
Some of this area has already been listed on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Middlesex 
Canal Historic District (MDF. AC, AD. and V) in 2009 as has the Paul Curtis House (114 South Street (MDF.51) 
in 1975.  Although the area has undergone the kinds of alterations common to the city such as porch enclosures 
or removals and siding and sash replacement, many resources retain substantial integrity of location, design, 
setting, workmanship, feeling and association.  Designation may encourage restoration and more-sympathetic 
renovation going forward. 


