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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): East Medford 
  

Address:  33 Vine Street 

Historic Name:   Charles W. Brooks House 

Uses: Present:  two-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   1856-1857 

Source:   deeds, maps 

Style/Form:    Italianate/ parlor by-pass or gable block 

Architect/Builder:   likely Charles W. Brooks 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   granite block 

Wall/Trim:   wood clapboard/ wood 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  garage with 
workshop 
 
Major Alterations (with dates):  Siding, sash and door, 20th 
century and recent. 
 
 

Condition:   Fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.14 acre 

Setting:    Dense mix of late-19th through early 20th 
century residential and commercial uses. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Charles W. Brooks House was almost certainly built between 1856, when Brooks purchased a lot on the east side 
of Vine Street, and the following year, when he gave a mortgage on the property “with buildings thereon.”  The house is 
characteristic of the middle decades of the 19th century when this dense neighborhood was developed.  It is a gabled two-story, 
three-bay-wide by single-pile-deep house oriented perpendicular to the narrow frontage.  It faces north toward Salem Street but 
Brooks never owned the Salem Street frontage, suggesting this building is what has been categorized by Thomas C. Hubka as a 
“parlor by-pass” plan.  This plan, or sub-type, is characterized by the positioning of the entry well back from the façade in a 
forward-facing wing or bay or to the side, as is the case here.  The entry usually opens into a secondary space, a room or hall, 
preserving the symmetry of the front of the house and further isolating the front parlor from the main entry.1  Otherwise the house 
is conventionally massed in a narrow footprint with a gabled front.  Like many examples of this period it is expanded by a shallow 
bay, here placed in the rear pile of the left (north) elevation.  The dimensions of the main body are 20 feet wide by 34 feet deep; 
the bay projects 6 feet from the left elevation.  A cornice-height, hipped ell extends 12 feet rearward and is offset from the main 
body 6 feet on the right and 4 feet on the left, where it extends forward as the bay; a single-story enclosed porch fills the right-
rear re-entrant angle, and a flat-roofed porch tucked into the re-entrant angle of the left elevation shelters the main entrance.  A 
narrower single-story, gabled, 12-foot-square ell extends beyond the larger ell.  This part of the building appears to be at grade 
and likely originally served as a woodshed, a common feature of houses of this period (see MDF.B, Myrtle Street area).  The 
interior plan is further suggested by the location of two stove chimneys at the ridge that divide the main body into three spaces, 
indicating it houses two principal spaces on each floor with a center hall or lobby entrance with a stair located near the main 
entrance. 
 
 The house is currently undergoing renovations and two layers of siding are being removed, including a mid-20th-century 
layer of cementatious shingles and more-recent vinyl shingles, to reveal what may be the original clapboard siding.  The trim 
includes a water table and wide corner boards.  An overhanging cornice terminates in deep eave returns at the relatively low-
pitched gable, a fairly generic treatment characteristic of Italianate styling.  A deep, flat entablature board hints at a transitional 
finish from the earlier Greek Revival style rather than elaborate brackets, for which there is no visible evidence.  The sash has 
been replaced but the removal of vinyl panning may reveal the earliest casing trim. 
 
 The house is sited at a modest setback on a deep, narrow lot but is much closer to the left (north) lot line, leaving a wide 
door yard on the south side, currently filled with a concrete-paved parking area.  The drive leads to a single-bay, gable-front, 
wood-frame detached garage with a shed-roofed work space extending to the north.        
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 
 A history of ownership has established that a lot fitting the description of the property as currently configured, with 65 
feet of frontage on Vine Street with a 96 foot depth, was acquired by housewright Charles W. Brooks from Eliab Brown of 
Lexington, gentleman, in February of 1856.  Consideration was $524 and the deed included an agreement that the grantee was 
“not beholden to make or maintain any partition fences against said land.”  When Brooks gave a mortgage to David Stevens of 
Medford, shipwright, the following year, the description included buildings.  The debt of $700 at 6% due in three years was 
released in June of 1859.2 
 
 Charles W. Brooks (1824-1882), a son of Jacob and Thankful Brooks, was described in various documents as a 
housewright, ship carpenter, ship joiner and house carpenter, suggesting, like many skilled workers in Medford’s shipbuilding 
industry, he toggled between both trades.  Circumstances suggest he built the subject house and possibly its neighbor at 29 
Vine Street, which it greatly resembles.  He was married to Susan T. Richardson (1826-1912), a daughter of Joseph and 

                                                           
1 Thomas C. Hubka, Houses Without Names, Architectural Nomenclature and the Classification of America’s Common Houses (University of 
Tennessee Press, 2013) p. 55. 
2 MCSRD 734:192 (1856); 759:338 (1857). 
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Elizabeth Richardson, in April of 1848.  No evidence could be readily ascertained establishing a relation to the well-known 
Medford family of the same name.3   
 

Brooks’ widow and heirs, including his son Alger, retained ownership and occupied the house until the property was sold 
to a subsequent owner in 1936.  Alger R. Brooks (1862-1943) lived in the subject house for most of his life.  In 1887 he married 
Mare F. Currier of Charlestown, a daughter of Hosea and Mary T. Currier.  Brooks worked as a gold beater at the time of his 
marriage, gold leaf being a specialized product that developed in Medford at the time (see MDF.1421, 7 Lauriat Place, Lauriat 
Gold Leaf Workshop).  However he spent most of his career as a letter carrier for the Post Office.  By 1920 the household was 
headed by his son-in-law Ralph P. Webster (born ca. 1890), a wholesale salesman of meat and later a salesman in a meat 
market, and included his daughter Alice G. Webster and their two sons born during the 19-teens.  Since 1936 the property has 
undergone frequent transfers of ownership with the exception of former owners Donald, aka Donat Plourde and heirs, who 
owned between 1963 and recently.4     
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Maps and atlases: 
 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 
 

 
View from SW showing door yard, garage and shed.  

 
                                                           
3 Ancestry.com: vital records, marriage, death; 1850-1880 Federal Census, inclusive; 1855-1865 Massachusetts State Census. 
4 MCSRD 6002:272 (1936); 6098:275 (1937); 6543:273 (1941); 7009:561 (1946); 7881:191 (1952); 7901:575 (1952); 9068:278 (1957); 
10266:79 (1963); 64677:76 (2014); Ancestry.com: vital records, marriage, death; 1910-1930 Federal Census , inclusive.  


