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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): East Medford 
  

Address:  290-292 Riverside Avenue 

Historic Name:   Sprague-Perry-Santolucito House and 
Store 
Uses: Present:  two-family residential and commercial 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   prior to 1855 and ca 1918 

Source:   maps, deeds, directories 

Style/Form:    Gothic Revival/ end house; no style/ one-
part commercial 

Architect/Builder:   unknown 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   granite block 

Wall/Trim:   vinyl/ vinyl 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  detached garage 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  Door hood, late 19th 
century; siding, recent 
 
 

Condition:   fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.2 acre 

Setting:    Dense mix of late-19th through early 20th 
century residential and commercial uses with some recent 
in-fill. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Sprague-Perry-Santolucito House and Store fill the block fronting the north side of Riverside Avenue between 
Sprague Court to the west and Carolina Street to the east.  Both buildings face south.  The main house at 290 Riverside 
Avenue, initially depicted on the 1855 Walling map of Medford, was likely built ca. 1846 at the time of initial occupant William 
Sprague’s majority and marriage.  In terms of form and style the house conforms to a construction date of that period.  It is a 
typical example of what is known a “cottage dwelling” and is massed as a gabled end house with knee-wall massing, whereby 
the rafters rest on a plate placed a half-story above the second floor.  This was a common construction technique of this period 
that expanded upper-story space in a more economical manner than a fully framed second story.  It is thought to be related to 
newer stick-built framing techniques known commonly as “balloon” but has been observed in timber-frame buildings as well.  
This example is expanded by steeply pitched wall gables centered on each side elevation, a character-defining feature of the 
Gothic Revival style prevalent at this time.  An equally scaled gabled rear ell is off-set from the main body several feet to the left 
(west), and a double-deck, shed-roofed, open porch fills the rear re-entrant setback on the right side.  Its current appearance 
suggests the ell may have been enlarged during the 20th century.  The dimensions of the main body are 24 feet wide by 30 feet 
deep and the 17-foot-wide rear ell extends 30 feet rearward. 
   

Despite having undergone siding, sash and door replacement during recent decades, the main house retains some early 
building fabric and the character defining wall gables.  Original features include the moderately overhanging gable roof with eave 
returns.  An elaborately bracketed door hood shelters the main entrance on the right of three bays that fill the façade; this may 
have been added during the ownership of the Perry family between 1866 and 1890 (see historical narrative).  The main entry 
retains its original surround composed of ¾ sidelights with a molded cornice supported by narrow pilasters.  The house sits on a 
raised granite-block foundation and the entrance is reached by an elaborate masonry stoop with ogee stringers that may also 
date to the Perrys period of ownership.  The plan is suggested by the entry sequence on the right side and right-side-elevation 
fenestration pattern, forward, which is has no window opening, indicating a side-hall plan and stair with reception spaces filling 
the left side behind the pair of windows lighting the façade.  A pair of upper-story windows arranged in a symmetrical pattern 
light a front chamber and a smaller window near the peak of the gable lights an attic.  Elsewhere the fenestration pattern is 
regular and symmetrical.  Single windows light each wall gable on the sides.  The house is sited near the southwest corner of 
the property at a moderate setback surrounded by a low chain-link fence.  An asphalt drive off Riverside Avenue leads between 
the main house and store building to a large paved parking area in front of a detached, two-bay, wood-frame, hip-roofed garage 
placed against the rear lot line.  A second wider curb cut is located on Carolina Street near the garage.  Fencing lines the 
Carolina Street frontage and a low planting bed in front of the store building is retained by a brick wall.   

 
The single-story, flat-roofed, one-part commercial building sited directly on the Riverside Avenue and Carolina Street 

frontages at the southeast corner of the property has dimensions of 12 feet wide by 24 feet deep.  The building, likely 
constructed ca. 1918, is entered through a canted corner to the southeast.  One-part commercial blocks have been identified by 
Richard Longstreth as a common feature of the American commercial landscape and are characterized by a single-story building 
dedicated to housing commercial spaces (contrasted with the equally common two-part or multi-story commercial block that 
housed both commercial spaces on the ground floor and offices, apartments or hotels above).1  These buildings are also known 
as “taxpayer blocks” because they were often considered temporary uses built to cover property taxes until the land could be 
developed for a higher use, but in many cases they have become a permanent fixture in the built landscape.  Typically taxpayer 
blocks were sited directly against the frontage during the early 20th century in order to best appeal to foot traffic, as is the case 
here.  Although this example has been altered through vinyl and “perma-stone,” sash and door applications and replacements, it 
remains a legible and rare example of its type and form in East Medford and the Riverside Avenue streetscape.  A somewhat 
larger two-part commercial building at 286 Riverside Avenue suggests these blocks formed a small commercial node since the 
early 20th century.     
 
       

                                                           
1 Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street, A Guide to American Commercial Architecture, Updated Edition (Alta Mira Press, 2000). 
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 
 Although a complete history of ownership could not be reconstructed, map evidence has determined that the subject 
property was owned by William C. Sprague prior to 1855.  William Cutter Sprague (1823-1911) was a son of well-known 
shipbuilder Isaac Sprague (1783-1852) who, in partnership with Galen James (1790-1879) built 63 schooners and ships 
between 1816 and 1849 under the style of Sprague and James.  Isaac Sprague was a neighbor to the immediate east at what 
eventually took the address of 314 Riverside Avenue (MDF.11, MDF.F, not extant).  The style and form of the subject house 
suggests it was built at roughly the time of William Sprague’s majority ca. 1845-1855, although a deed identifying his initial 
acquisition could not be located (he bought additional land on the west side of Sprague Court from his father in 1851: 7,200 
square feet for $300).  Construction may have coincided with his 1846 marriage to Eliza K. Benton, a daughter of Alfred and 
Sarah Benton of Medford.  Between 1850 and 1870 William Sprague was identified in various records as a shipwright, ship 
carpenter and carpenter, suggesting he was employed by his father or another ship builder in the neighborhood, of which there 
were several active during this period.  Although abutters identified in the 1850 census could not be corroborated with map 
evidence, in 1860 Sprague’s immediate neighbor was J.T. Foster, who is known to have resided nearby on the south side of 
Riverside Avenue (a large Italianate villa not extant but located roughly in the location of what is currently numbered 305 
Riverside Avenue; Joshua T. Foster, 1810-1895, as Foster and Taylor, was another prominent ship builder active until 1873 and 
was married to William Sprague’s sister, Eleanor Gowen Sprague Foster).2 
 
 In 1866 the property was acquired by Charlotte H. Perry from William Haskins of Medford, to whom the property had 
been conveyed by himself, Chastina A., and Warner E. Kingman of Chicago, for $2,300.  Chastina Ardelia (Sprague) Kingman 
was a younger sister of William Sprague and William Haskins was married to Matilda Turner (James) Haskins, a daughter of 
Galen James, Sprague’s father’s business partner.  It is not clear how these relatives and associates gained control of the 
property from William Sprague, and they may have been heirs of Isaac Sprague, suggesting the property remained in his control 
while William Sprague resided there before moving to 305 Salem Street by 1866.  Grantee Charlotte Stickney (Hough) Perry 
(1827-1917) was the wife of Baxter Edwards Perry (1826-1906).  Perry was a prominent Boston lawyer with offices at 1 Beacon 
Street.  He served as the second mayor of Medford in 1895-1897 and later served as a Republican in the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives.  Period census records verify that the subject property was occupied by the Perrys, their four children born 
between 1855 and 1869, Perry’s mother-in-law and one servant until they sold it and moved to 35 Hillside Avenue in 1890 (see 
MDF.26).  Perry was later disbarred in 1897 for mismanaging estate accounts in his care.3     
 
 Between 1890 and 1894 the property was owned by Daniel Cahlane, who gave several mortgages and lost it through 
repossession to his creditor Francis H. Thorndike.  It was acquired by Raffalle, aka Raphael, aka Ralph Santolucito through 
short-term intervening owner Michael Welsh of Malden in October of 1894.  Raphael Santolucito, as he was most often referred 
to (1860-1925), was a native of the village of Malfa on the island of Salina, near Sicily, immigrating in 1882 to Boston and 
becoming a naturalized citizen in 1900.  Census records and directory listings placed him and his family, including his wife, 
Jennie, at 290 Riverside Avenue between 1900 and 1930, where he operated a fruit stand and grocery.  Directory listings 
suggest the dedicated commercial building at 292 Riverside Avenue, where Sanolucito afterward conducted a fruit, produce and 
grocery, was built by ca. 1918 suggested by directory listings; it was initially depicted on the 1936 Sanborn map.  According to 
his obituary he was among the earliest settlers in Medford of Italian origin or descent.  He was a founding member of the Unione 
Eolia of Boston, presumably a mutual aid society, but little could be ascertained regarding its purpose or activities through 
general research or through the index to the Boston Globe.  In 1939 the property was possessed by a creditor, the Fellsway Co-
                                                           
2 MCSRD 609:401 (1851); Ancestry.com: vital records, birth, marriage, death; 1850-1910 Federal Census, inclusive [less 1890]; see: Dr. 
Benjamin Cutter, Comp., William Richard Cutter, Rev., A History of the Cutter Family of New England (David Clapp & Son, 1871) p. 261; 
Warren Vincent Sprague, Comp., Sprague Families in America (The Tuttle Co., 1913) p. 218; and Lineage Book, National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, Vol. LVII (DAR, 1921) p. 54 for genealogy of the Cutter and Sprague families; see: Fred H.C. Wooley, 
“Old Ship Street: Some of its Houses, Ships, and Characters,” The Medford Historical Register, Vol. IV (Medford Historical Society, 1901) and 
Helen Tilden Wild, “Galen James,” The Medford Historical Register, Vol. XI  (Medford Historical Society, Oct. 1908) pp. 73-91 for detailed 
accounts of Isaac Sprague, Galen James and the firm of Sprague and James. 
3 MCSRD 967:477-480 (1866); Ancestry.com: 1870, 1880 Federal Census; MDF.26: 35 Hillside Avenue, John W. Hastings House, 1882; 
according to reporting in the Boston Globe Perry was disbarred and disgraced in the spring of 1897 for mismanaging numerous estates in his 
care as trustee, see: Boston Daily Globe, Apr. 22, 1897, p. 5, “Baxter E. Perry Disbarred, Ex Mayor of Medford Can No More Practice as an 
Attorney and ibid, Jun. 29, 1897, p. 6, “Broken Down Man, Ex Mayor Perry Has Gone to a Sanitarium, Ruined in Fortune and Health He Has 
Left Medford, Trust Accounts Have Not Been Cleared Up, Many Persons Are Said to Want Satisfaction, Some Assert Fully $400,000 Has 
Disapeared.”  
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Op Bank, but was acquired by Jennie Shotwell, a daughter of Raphael and Jennie Santolucito married to John H. Shotwell, 
shortly afterward.  Shotwell immediately gave a mortgage to Fellsway Co-Op Bank for $2,700 due in 16 years in $21.91 monthly 
payments.  Subsequent owners included Dominick Lucia, who acquired it in 1941 from Shotwell, and whose evident heirs sold to 
the most recent owner of record in 2008.4            
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Maps and atlases: 
 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 
 

 
1855 Walling map of Medford showing the initial depiction of the house (red arrow) and Isaac Sprague House labelled “Mrs. 
Sprague” (green arrow).  Note other Sprague-owned land to the east of the subject house. 

                                                           
4 MCSRD 1998:590-592 (1890); 2136:207 (1892); 2241:450 (1893); 2297:289 (1894); 2314:224 (1894); 6326:79-81 (1939); 6490:332 (1941); 
CoT 48533 (2008); Ancestry.com: Medford city directories, 1916-1928; US Naturalization records; 1920 Federal Census; Boston Daily Globe, 
May 15, 1925, p. A11, obituary; May 21, 1925, p. A10, funeral. 
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1936 Sanborn map showing the buildout of the site (center).  This image suggests the garage was demolished and rebuilt or 
moved to its present location since 1950, when no garage was depicted. 
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View from W. 
 

 
View from NE. 
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Door hood and surround detail. 
 

 
Storefront. 
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[If appropriate, cut and paste the text below into an inventory form’s last continuation sheet.] 
 
 
 

                      National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 
 
 
 
Check all that apply: 
 

  Individually eligible               Eligible only in a historic district 
 

  Contributing to a potential historic district           Potential historic district 
 
 
 
Criteria:         A           B           C        D 
 
Criteria Considerations:         A         B        C       D         E         F          G 
 
 
                   Statement of Significance by______John D. Clemson____________________ 
                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 
                       
The Sprague-Perry-Santolucito House is representative of the earliest phase of development of Riverside Avenue, 
formerly Ship Street during the 19th century, and its strong associations with Medford’s era of ship building at that 
time.  Between ca. 1806 and 1873 over 500 ocean-going wood sailing ships were produced in Medford, including 
clipper ships, and the products of this industry were considered highest quality and contributed to major trade, 
economic development and expansion nationally.  At the conclusion of the second phase of survey of East Medford 
conducted in 2016-2017, the final report recommended expansion of the Old Ship Street National Register District 
(MDF.E) to the east, which would encompass the subject property and other nearby sites associated with the ship 
building era lining Riverside Avenue and Foster’s Court (MDF.BL) 
 
This site also includes an early 20th-century commercial building associated with one of Medford’s earliest residents 
of Italian origin or descent, Raphael Santolucito, who operated a fruit, produce and grocery here between 1894 and 
1926.  This building is representative of Riverside Avenue’s early 20th century development as a denser residential 
neighborhood and its related commercial activity. 
 
Although altered in terms of siding and finish, both buildings retain substantial original or early building fabric, some of 
which may survive beneath later coverings.  Both retain integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship 
and association.  Areas of significance include architecture, commerce, ethnic heritage, industry, maritime history and 
transportation.  The site meets eligibility under criteria A both for its associations with the eras Medford’s shipbuilding 
during the early 19th century and the evolution of its Italian-American community during the early 20th century and C 
as distinctive and early examples of architecture representing Riverside Avenue’s earliest and important later phases 
of development. 

 


