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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): Brickyards 
  

Address:  90 Alexander Avenue 

Historic Name:   Elizabeth Valente House 

Uses: Present:  two-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   1910-1936 

Source:   maps, deeds 

Style/Form:    indeterminate/ foursquare  (altered) 

Architect/Builder:   possibly Alexander Valente 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   parged 

Wall/Trim:   vinyl/ vinyl 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  none 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  Major addition, post-1950; 
siding, sash and door replacement, recent decades. 
 
 

Condition:   fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:    

Setting:    Dense mix of early 20th century single-
family residential with some alteration. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 Physical and map evidence suggest the Valente House was constructed just prior to 1936 with the rest of Alexander 
Avenue in a single brief building campaign.  Sanborn maps suggest a row of identical foursquares and side-gable ‘colonials’ 
numbering approximately 12 were built on both sides of the avenue by that date.  The Sanborn maps indicate similar houses 
were also built on surrounding blocks among larger two-families and other types.  After 1950 the subject example was evidently 
expanded into a two-family house with dimensions of 25 feet wide by 40 feet deep, enough to include Progressive Era plans on 
each level.  Thomas C. Hubka characterizes this plan type as a major improvement over earlier 19th century designs for worker 
and middle-class housing that coincided with other improvements in household technology such as fully equipped kitchens and 
three-fixture baths equipped with plumbing, electricity and other public utilities, multiple private bedrooms and formal dedicated 
spaces that included living and dining rooms.  Such plans are characterized by double ranks of rooms with public living, dining 
and kitchen on one side and between two and three bedrooms and bath on the other.1  Observations of surrounding surviving 
buildings suggest the original hipped roof was retained and expanded to cover the rear expansion.  At the same time an 
asymmetrically gabled entrance porch with paired entrances was added to the front.  The building is currently sheathed and 
trimmed entirely in vinyl with vinyl windows, door and trim. 
 
 The house is sited at a modest setback on a narrow, deep, minimal suburban lot facing south toward the north side of 
Alexander Avenue.  Mature foundation plantings and street trees partially obscure the building, and a low chain-link fence runs 
along the frontage and borders.  A narrow asphalt drive fills the right side yard.  There is evidence of a recent fire and roof 
collapse. 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 
 The blocks on the east side of Main Street flanking Harvard Street were occupied during the last quarter of the 19th 
century by the Mystic Trotting Park, a major East Coast horse racing venue that was active until just after 1900.  The track and a 
complex of buildings can be observed on the 1900 Stadly county atlas reproduced below.  Much of the land on both sides of 
Main Street and Mystic Avenue were owned by the park’s owner Horace Edward Willis (1836-1914) and his partner Thomas J. 
Alexander of Boston (1839-1902) and later Alexander’s widow Mary E. (Townsend, born ca. 1842).  Willis resided at 251 Main 
Street in a large house surrounded by extensive grounds, also depicted on the 1900 Stadly county atlas (not extant).  According 
to his obituary Willis was  
 

…one of the best-known horsemen in the country…one of the owners and manager of the famous Mystic Park 
race track…Soon after coming to Medford [1868] he married Miss Francella L. Billings.  After his marriage he 
became a business partner of his wife’s uncle, Ben Wright, owner of Wright’s Pond, and both men started an 
oyster house on Atlantic Avenue in Boston, under the name of Wright & Willis, which still exists and bears the firm 
name…[another venue] The Minoken House restaurant…sprung into fame at once as the gathering place of 
horsemen and sporting men of all kinds...In 1865 Mr. Willis and Mr. Wright started the famous Mystic Park race 
track and from then until 1897, when the stopping of selling of pools was caused by agitation against the practice, 
the track was known all over the United States and Canada for its races.  At one time purses amounting to 
$25,000 were hung up.  It was known originally as the Adams farm.  Mr. Willis for the 15 years previous to 1897 
had owned the farm with a Mrs. Alexander.2 

 
 Further research will be required to ascertain the identities of the developers and builders of the surrounding 
subdivision.  It was possible to establish a history of ownership of the subject building to its purchase by Elizabeth Valente 
from Sarah E. Pepper of Hingham in 1937.  The deed description mentioned buildings and included a mortgage given by 

 
1 Thomas C. Hubka, How the Working-Class Home Became Modern, 1900-1940 (University of Minnesota Press, 2020) pp. 117-129. 
2 Boston Daily Globe, Jan. 29, 1914, p. 1; see also Feb. 2, 1914, p. 6. 
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Valente to Letty G. Costa of Revere of $500 due in one year at 5%, but it has not been possible to establish the identity of 
grantor Pepper with any degree of certainty.3 
 
 Elizabeth (Anglesanto) Valente (born ca. 1889) was the wife of Alexander Valente (1888-1956), a contractor of 
building construction.  Both were natives of Italy, Alexander of Caserta, immigrating in 1910.  According to the 1940 
Federal Census the Valentes owned an occupied 90 Alexander Avenue at the time with a value of $4,200 with seven 
children.  Circumstances suggest the possibility that Alexander Valente built the subject house and others in the 
neighborhood but definitive or supportive evidence has not yet been located.  Subsequent owners included Anthony J. 
Vallone (1956-1973), James L. and Barbara A. Diozzi (1973-1978), Michael J. and Loretta T. Cox (1978-1998), and 
Carlos and Gabriella Olivera (1998-2003), who sold to the current owner.4      
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Maps and atlases: 
 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 
 

 
1900 Stadly county atlas showing the area between Main and Mystic later intensively developed by 1936.  North is left.  The 
location of Alexander Avenue and the subject house would be roughly in the center of the track; the avenue crosses from down 
to up in line with Harvard Street at the bottom of the image. 

 
3 MCSRD 6137:98 (1937). 
4 MCSRD 8759:250 (1956); 12556:700 (1973); 13505:17 (1978); 22782:382 (1992); 40242:478 (2003); Ancestry.com: 1940 Federal Census; 
US State and Federal Naturalization Records; see also Joseph Raetano Family Tree https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/28697954/person/27355565897/facts?_phsrc=jlg5904&_phstart=successSource. 
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1900 Stadly county atlas showing the Willis Estate.  North is left. 
 

 
1950 Sanborn showing the buildout of the block flanked by Main, Willis, Alexander and Harvard.  The subject property is 
indicated by a red arrow.  North is up. 
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Alexander Valente, https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/28697954/person/27355565897/facts?_phsrc=jlg5904&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Elizabeth Anglesanto Valente, https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/28697954/person/27355567715/facts 
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The north side of Alexander Avenue west of the subject house showing its generally original appearance. 


