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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): Hillside 
  

Address:  84 Cotting Street 

Historic Name:   Hobden Two-Family 

Uses: Present:  two-family residential 

Original:  two-family residential 

Date of Construction:   ca. 1927 

Source:   deeds 

Style/Form:    Craftsman/ two-family 

Architect/Builder:   likely Edwin O. Macallister, builder 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   rusticated cinderblock 

Wall/Trim:   vinyl/ vinyl 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  none 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  Siding and sash, recent 
decades. 
 
 

Condition:   Fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.09 acre 

Setting:    Dense mix of mid-19th through early 20th 
century residential wood-frame houses. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Hobden Two-Family, evidently built ca. 1927, is a low-gabled two-family with a distinctive entry sequence which, 
despite vinyl covering, retains character-defining details and original building fabric likely survives underneath.  The two-family 
type is a building classification that characterizes much of the built environment of the surrounding blocks, the city of Medford in 
general, and surrounding inner suburbs of Boston.  This type is defined by stacked horizontal flats indicated by matching 
fenestration patterns on both levels in a narrow, deep, two-story envelope.  The subject example has a distinctive entry 
sequence that has been observed in other regional suburbs, specifically Framingham (see FRM.AR).  The lower-level flat is 
accessed by a center or right-side entry enclosed in a deep porch centered on and filling half the façade.  The upper-level flat is 
accessed by a side entry outside and to the right of the porch against the right side.  A straight-run stair is indicated by a small 
stair light placed between stories in the forward pile of that side of the building. 
 
 The building’s plan is suggested by the exterior 25-foot-wide by 45-foot-deep dimensions.  It is what Thomas C. Hubka 
has classified as a Progressive Era plan.  Hubka argues that this plan was a major improvement over earlier 19th century 
designs for worker and middle-class housing that coincided with other improvements in household technology such as fully 
equipped kitchens and three-fixture baths equipped with plumbing, electricity and other public utilities, multiple private bedrooms 
and formal dedicated spaces that included living and dining rooms.  Such plans are characterized by double ranks of rooms with 
public living, dining and kitchen on one side and between two and three bedrooms and bath on the other.1 
 
 This example retains character defining details and building fabric that includes square porch posts with molded capitals 
and early 20th-century porch windows.  The right-side entry and upper-story central balcony door retain triangular-bracketed door 
hoods suggestive of the Craftsman style.  This upper door suggests the enclosed front porch originally included a balustrade.  
The soffits and rake boards may contain exposed rafter tails and other trim suggestive of that style that is currently covered by 
vinyl siding and panning.  The house is sited at a modest setback on a minimal narrow lot on a high foundation constructed of 
rusticated cinderblock.  The center entry is reached by a high concrete stoop and the right entry by wood with wood balustrade.  
A garden planted with open lawn and mature foundation plantings is surrounded by a low chain-link fence mounted atop a low 
concrete retaining wall.  A narrow asphalt drive fills the left side yard. 
 
 The Hobden Two-Family contributes to a unified streetscape of similar residential buildings that fill the surrounding 
block.  The east end of Cotting Street contains a collection of smaller single-family houses built beginning in the 1840s by the 
street’s namesake Timothy Cotting, an important land-owner, real estate developer and baker of the period that represent the 
earliest stage of development of the Hillside section of the city.  This early neighborhood is worthy of preservation but has been 
subjected to development pressures, including teardowns, during recent decades. 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 
 Previous research by Dempsey and Clemson has established that much of this area of Hillside remained in agricultural 
use in the ownership of the Smith, Adams and Felt families, who were interrelated, until the mid-19th century.  During the early 
19th century it came under the control of U.S. Presidents John and John Quincy Adams through marriage and inheritance.  Other 
Smith descendants who controlled parts of the area included Joseph Barlow Felt and Luther Angier, also through marriage to 
Smith or Adams descendants (see MDF.789 for a detailed history and genealogy of this ownership history).  By the late-19th 
century the owner of a large lot at the corner of Cotting and North streets, identified as E. Smith (1889) or G. Edward Smith 
(1898), recorded a subdivision plan for this parcel in 1914 creating five house lots, reproduced below. 
 
 The succeeding history of ownership presents a rare glimpse into the financial fluctuations, speculation and exploitation 
of real estate that took place during the early 20th century in the region.  By 1927 the subject property, identified as lot 1 on the 
1914 subdivision plan, had come under the control of Charlotte M. Macallister, the wife of Edwin O. Macallister.  Edwin Orion 

 
1 Thomas C. Hubka, How the Working-Class Home Became Modern, 1900-1940 (University of Minnesota Press, 2020) pp. 117-129. 
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Macallister (1890-1943) was a local contractor and builder.  The family resided nearby in a similar two-family at 50 Winter Street.  
In February of 1927 Charlotte Macallister conveyed ownership to her brother-in-law Lowell E. Donahue, a laborer in the building 
trades who lived in the same household.  Donahue immediately gave a mortgage to the Businessmen’s Co-Op Bank for $7,000 
payable in monthly instalments of $72.93 at an annual rate of 6.5%, a novel arrangement at a time before long-term mortgage 
lending had been established.  Circumstances suggest Macallister was the builder, but no other attributions were listed in 
MACRIS.  When the property was acquired by its initial owner/ occupant, Ruth M. Walton of Dedham, in March of the following 
year, it was conveyed subject to the existing mortgage.  That May the property was conveyed by Ruth M. Walton to Ruth M. 
Hobden (born ca. 1896), likely the same person, married to Ernest A. Hobden (born May, 1891), a real estate and insurance 
broker.  Period directories confirm the Hobdens resided here between 1928 and 1930.2   
 

In October of 1930 the property was taken by the city of Medford for non-payment of property taxes totaling $251.24.  An 
auction was held at the time and a bid that included the outstanding taxes and other expenses totaling $251.24 was accepted by 
the city but the bidder, Edmund Z. Dymsza of Boston, was unable to fund his purchase, so the property reverted to the city.  Two 
months later in December the city sold to the North Avenue Saving Bank for $494.93.  The bank held the property for 11 years, 
selling it in August of 1941 to Nicholas C. Agostino, from whom they took a mortgage of $4,650 due in 3 years at 5%.  The 
subsequent history established that the house came into stable long-term ownership by John A. and Aida McHugh, who 
acquired from Agostino in 1943 and sold to William and Rose Feriole in 1949, whose heirs held ownership until 2001.3 
 
Tenants 
 Hebden’s tenants in 1930 were Charles G. Hall, a musician, and his wife Muriel R.  The bank’s tenants in 1938 were 
John A. McCarron, a ship fitter at the Charlestown Navy Yard, his wife, Elizabeth A, and John K. Scott, an engineer, and his 
wife, Greta M.  During this period through recent decades the house had a single number, 84, but the center entrance into the 
porch is currently labelled 82 and the right-side entrance 84.4  
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1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
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Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 
 

 
2 MCSRD 5065:298-299 (1927); 5210:453 (1928); 5233:508 (1928); Ancestry.com: 1930 Federal Census; 1926, 1928, 1930 Medford city 
directories. 
3 MCSRD 5509:135-136 (1930); 5525:274 (1930); 5526:182 (1930); 6531:341 (1941); 6683:506 (1943); 7497:405 (1949); 33873:486 (2001). 
4 Ancestry.com: Medford city directories: 1930, 1938. 
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Detail of second entry numbered 84. 
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MCSRD Plan 225:26 (1914) depicting the Smith subdivision.  The subject property is lot 1 indicated by a red arrow. 
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1936 Sanborn detail depicting the subject building, indicated by a red arrow, and its surroundings.  Note the intersection 
named after Thomas A. Leahy. 

                            
 


