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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): Medford Square South 
  

Address:  17 Manning Street 

Historic Name:   Randall-Stinson House 

Uses: Present:  single-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   ca. 1875 

Source:   deeds, maps 

Style/Form:    altered, Italianate?/ end house 

Architect/Builder:   unknown 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   brick 

Wall/Trim:   vinyl/ vinyl 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  none 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  Porch enclosure, 20th 
century; siding, sash, door and trim, recent decades. 
 

Condition:   fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.14 acre 

Setting:    Densely developed residential 
neighborhood of well-preserved single- and multi-family 
housing from the mid-19th through early 20th centuries. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Randall-Manning House, constructed between its acquisition by its initial individual owner in 1874 and its depiction 
on the 1875 Beers county atlas, is an example of the end house type.  This example is two-and-a-half stories under a 
moderately pitched gable with knee-wall framing at the third level, whereby the studs extend beyond the third floor and the plate 
rests on a low side wall, hence the name.  It is massed in a three-bay width and two-pile depth.  The main body is expanded by 
a full porch that has been enclosed, likely during the 20th century, and a single-story canted bay that expands the left-rear side.  
Dimensions of the main body are 23 feet wide by 33 feet deep.  The house is further expanded by a lower two-story, gabled ell 
that projects from both the right (north) side and rear at roughly 22 feet square.  The ell is distinctive in that it is off-set from the 
main body on the right side, extending forward into an overlapping projection sheltered by an extension of the main roof.  The 
plan is suggested by the right-side entrance, beyond which is a solid wall lit by a between-story window that indicates a side hall 
with a straight-run stair.  Reception spaces likely fill the left side, where the rear pile is expanded by the canted bay.  Kitchen and 
service spaces are likely placed in the ell. 
 
 Despite alterations that include vinyl siding, sash, door and trim replacement the house remains a legible component of 
this well-preserved neighborhood’s initial phase of development during the 1870s and is part of a unified, well-proportioned 
streetscape.  Evidence of original finishes likely survives beneath later layers of siding.  The building’s massing, including the 
knee-wall third story, overhanging eaves, gable pitch and canted bay are suggestive of Italianate fashions.  This building’s 
immediate neighbor to the north, originally under the same ownership, is an exceptionally well-preserved example of that style 
and could serve as a model for renovation. 
 
 The Randall-Manning House is sited at a modest setback on a deep, narrow lot that matches its dense surrounding 
streetscape.  It sits on a high brick foundation and the main entry is reached by a high wood stoop which lands directly on the 
frontage.  The front garden is retained by a low railroad tie wall.  Elsewhere open lawn with boarder plantings (left) and mature 
trees (rear) fill the rest of the lot.  The right side yard is filled by an asphalt drive.      

       
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 

The early history of Medford Square South is recounted in detail in the Touro-Manning Area, MDF.BP.  During the early 
19th century large amounts of land south of the Mystic River were in the ownership of Abraham Touro (1778-1822), scion of the 
well-known Dutch Jewish family that included Rabbi Isaac Touro (1737-1783), founder of the Touro Synagogue in Newport, RI.  
Abraham Touro’s house was located at the east corner of South and Touro (demolished 1910).  Other large landowners 
included Nathan Tufts, Sr. (1741-1784) and his descendants.  Subsequent owners included members of the Gates, Waite, and 
Manning families, who were related to Tufts.  Later in the 19th century much of the neighborhood came under the control of 
provisions dealer Amos K. Hemphill (1837-1874), who resided at 66 South Street and proceeded to develop the area, laying out 
Manning Street by 1875.  His holdings are visible on the 1875 Beers county atlas, a detail of which is reproduced below. 

 
In March of 1874 several lots on the west side of Manning, including the subject property, were acquired by Benjamin 

Randall of Cambridge from Hemphill for $930, suggesting they were unimproved.  Randall (1817-1890) was an employee of the 
Boston and Lowell Railroad, where he worked at various times as a foreman, master mechanic, and carpenter.  He married 
twice; first to a woman named Ann (born ca. 1822) and second, in 1878, to Augusta Cook (Walker, 1828-1892).  Son Edward 
Scott Randall (1850-1924), a later owner, was a grocer who resided elsewhere in Medford.  Evidence suggests Benjamin 
Randall resided next door to the north at 15 Manning.  It is not clear who Randall’s tenants were during the early history of the 
subject house but in 1880 his immediate neighbors on Manning Street included Benjamin B. Doro (born ca. 1817), clothing 
salesman, wife Polly (born ca. 1822) and ? Savary (?), a storekeeper, wife Abbie D., two children and a servant in two 
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households in a single building.  After 1893 records indicate the house remained, however, in single-family occupancy to the 
present, suggesting it was built as a dedicated single-family.1 

 
In 1893 the property was sold in two separate deeds by the heirs of Benjamin Randall, including Edward S., Walter F.  

and Otis K. Randall, and Eugene R. and Ella G. Luke, evidently his children, to brothers Martin F. and Thomas R. Stinson.  
Martin F. Stinson (1838-1920) was a native of Ireland and a manufacturer of “corks and corkwood.”  During the 1870s through 
1890s he was connected with the firm of Power & Stinson located at 86 Commercial Street, Boston but by 1900 the firm was 
known as Martin F. Stinson & Co.  His younger brother Thomas (born Oct. 1844) worked as a dealer in wholesale fish.  Between 
1900 and 1920 the household included a third brother, Patrick (born Mar. 1842), who also worked in the cork business as a 
dealer and salesman, and Patrick’s wife Mary A.  At various times the family also employed a single live-in servant.2 

 
The owners between 1921 and 1944 were James and Mary J. Carew.  Both were natives of Ireland and James (born ca. 

1867) worked as a motorman for a street railway company.  In 1930 the household included seven children born between 1900 
and 1918 in Massachusetts.  Subsequent owners included Alfred A. and Mary E. Catino (1944-1963), and Arthur C. and Dorothy 
C. Milton (1963-1971), who sold to the current owners of record.3        

 
    

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
 
Maps and atlases: 
 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 
Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 
 

 
1 MCSRD 1300:339 (1874); Ancestry: 1870, 1880, 1900, 1920 Federal Census, Medford Vital Records, 1872-1890 Medford Town Directories; 
Mason Membership Card, Edward Scott Randall..  
2 MCSRD 2214:16-20 (1893); Ancestry.com: 1900-1920 Federal Census, inclusive; 1900, 1920 Medford city directories; Boston Investigator, 
May 7, 1871 (display advertisement for Power & Stinson); Boston Herald, Jan. 24, 1920, p. 17 (death notice, Martin F. Stinson). 
3 MCSRD 4430:442 (1921, following: Carew to Medford Co-Op Bank: $3,500 due in monthly instalments of $36.96 at 6.5%); 6760:179 (1944); 
10335:393 (1963); 12079:241 (1971); 52850:538 (2009); Ancestry.com: 1930 Federal Census.  
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1875 Beers county atlas showing the initial depiction of the subject house labeled “Randall” indicated by a red arrow.  Note the 
parcels lining Manning and the east side of Touro in the ownership of developer A.K. Hemphill. 
 

 
Benjamin Randall, Ancestry.com accessed 11/2/2021: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/30902699/person/412086895504/media/dc187d8d-a0a1-4185-8571-d227a4630573  



INVENTORY FORM B  CONTINUATION SHEET                    MEDFORD                   17 MANNING STREET  
 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION                                                                           Area(s)      Form No. 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02125  
  
 

Continuation sheet 4 

 MDF.1861 

 



INVENTORY FORM B  CONTINUATION SHEET                    MEDFORD                   17 MANNING STREET  
 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION                                                                           Area(s)      Form No. 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02125  
  
 

Continuation sheet 5 

 MDF.1861 

 
                      National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 

 
Check all that apply: 
 

  Individually eligible               Eligible only in a historic district 
 

  Contributing to a potential historic district           Potential historic district 
 
 
Criteria:         A           B           C        D 
 
Criteria Considerations:         A         B        C       D         E         F          G 

 
 

Statement of Significance by Claire W. Dempsey  
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified 

here. 
The broader area documented as the Touro-Manning Area, MDF.BP in 2019 included the following 
recommendations to create a National Register district in Medford Square South.  The subject building would 
contribute to such a district. 

 
The Touro-Manning Area is one part of the wide ring of dwellings that surrounds the commercial core of 

the Medford Square South neighborhood at the north end of Main Street. The larger area, south of the Mystic 
River, is located to the west of Main Street and extends to Winthrop Street, between South Street at the north 
and the neighborhood boundary of Summer Street at the south. The area experienced several waves of 
primarily residential development over the 19th and early 20th centuries that created a dense and diverse 
landscape. Construction took place first along Winthrop and South streets, the oldest pathways, where large 
houses were constructed for both Bostonians seeking respite along the river and successful local businessmen 
associated with Medford’s early 19th century maritime history.  The importance of the Medford ship building 
industry to the development of mercantile and commercial activity connected with the Boston and the New 
England economy during the first half of the 19th century cannot be overemphasized.  Medford clipper ships 
played a pivotal role in the opening of the west through trade with California via Cape Horn in the 1850s and in 
the China and world-wide trade.  Several prominent shipbuilders or shipwrights built here and the area was 
home to other figures active in ancillary maritime industries and in Medford’s early commercial development as 
well. Gradually, as the town grew and prospered, density around Medford Square increased and new north-
south streets were extended from South to Summer and subdivided for the construction of moderate sized 
houses in the mid 19th century. Many of these properties are generally in a condition of good preservation and 
include styles and forms of architecture that represent Medford’s 19th century development. As in most Medford 
neighborhoods, these houses were joined by two-families and three-deckers in the early 20th century.  

 
As a group, these closely related properties are likely to be eligible as a National Register district under 
criteria A and C at the local level; areas of significance include architecture, maritime history, and social 
history. Some of this area has already been listed on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the 
Middlesex Canal Historic District (MDF. AC, AD, and V) in 2009 as has the Paul Curtis House (114 South 
Street, MDF.51) in 1975.  Although the area has undergone the kinds of alterations common to the city such 
as porch enclosures or removals and siding and sash replacement, many resources retain substantial 
integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association.  Designation may encourage 
restoration and more-sympathetic renovation going forward. 


