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Town/City:  Medford 

Place (neighborhood or village): Brickyard 
  

Name of Area:  St. Clement RC Church 

Present Use: ecclesiastical and educational 

Construction Dates or Period:  1922-1996 

Overall Condition:   good 

Major Intrusions and Alterations:  Demolition of 1912 
church and replacement in 1941; demolition of convent and 
replacement with a school building in 1996 
Acreage: 1.77 acres 

Recorded  by: John D. Clemson 

Organization: Medford Historical Commission 

Date (month/year): January 2022 

Locus Map 
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  Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION     
 
 St. Clement Church forms a complex of five buildings on both sides of Warner Street on the west side of Boston 
Avenue at its intersection with Harvard Street, a continuation of Warner Street that extends to the east.  The main church 
building, the rectory and a recent school building face either side Warner Street, while two earlier school buildings face 
Boston Avenue.  These two blocks are densely built up with buildings directly against or slightly set back from the 
frontage.  The north end of the property formed by the apex of the triangular intersection of Boston Avenue with Saint 
Clement Road is filled with parking.  At the tip of the intersection is a small garden with a life-sized stature of a draped 
figure of a woman mounted on a pedestal. 
 
 At the center of the campus is St. Clement Church, 0 Warner Street, 1941.  This church building is massed under 
a moderately pitched gable front with a narrow, deep footprint.  A narrower porch forms the main façade and the 
sanctuary is expanded by symmetrical gabled transepts near the rear elevation.  The porch is recessed into the otherwise 
flat façade behind a screen of two massive square columns.  A two-level, straight-sided ‘perpendicular’ tower is engaged 
at the left (west) corner just beyond the front plane of the porch.  The rear elevation terminates in a gambrel that projects 
from the main gable that ends in a hip.  The projecting gambrel, lit by an arched light, forms an apse at that end of the 
building.  This can be better understood by observing the aerial capture reproduced below as figure 4.   
 

This well-preserved church reflects a strong modernist classicism.  The building is faced in random ashlar stone 
arranged in severe rectangles and slabs.  The porch is flanked by solid cheeks and its broad, tall opening is supported by 
massive square, fluted columns of sandstone that contribute to the overall geometry of the building.  The gable above is 
formed in an enclosed pediment framed by a severe stone entablature and rake moldings; the tympanum is smooth and 
unadorned.  The stout rectangular tower is capped by a steep pyramid set well inside the parapet and is lit by tall 
rectangular lights at the second level.  This strongly vertical element is broken by horizontal band courses at the main 
cornice and lintel levels.  Tall, rectangular window openings are arranged in a regular pattern along the sides.  The porch 
interior is lined with rectangular windows held in place with thick wood muntins while the other windows are divided by 
more conventionally scaled dividers.  All of the windows are filled with glass stained in an opaque abstract, naturalistic 
swirl. 

 
Two similar early 20th century school buildings are located at either end of the campus.  Both were built in 1922-

1923 and designed by the same architect, Maurice P. Meade.  St. Clement Parochial School, 567 Boston Avenue and St. 
Clement RC School (Elementary), 595 Boston Avenue are both built entirely of common bond brick with cast stone trim 
(their names are derived from 1936 Sanborn maps).   

 
St. Clement Parochial School, 567 Boston Avenue, 1922-1923, is massed in two stories above a high basement 

with a flat roof surrounded by a parapet.  Dimensions are 186 feet wide by 62 feet deep.  A slightly wider head house is 
located at the north end facing the apex of the St. Clement – Boston Ave. lot.  The head house is trimmed by a stone 
water table and molded cornice.  The longer Boston Avenue elevation is simpler with no cornice or water table but with a 
band course at the first-floor sill level.  The building is entered by two pavilions arranged symmetrically on the east, 
Boston Avenue-facing façade.  They include cast-stone door surrounds surmounted by crosses and smaller upper 
windows that evidently light stair wells; the center windows at the top have segmental arches with brick keystone and 
single flankers.  Decorative brick panels are placed below each arched window.  Elsewhere the windows are arranged in 
banks of five.  Sash is recent: aluminum double-hung with transoms.  The entry at the north end is placed in a full-height 
projecting porch with taller stair lights above a similar entrance. 
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St. Clement RC School (Elementary), 595 Boston Avenue, 1922-1923, is a rectangular-block school building 
articulated in a subdued classical manner.  The 100-foot-wide by 60-foot-deep building is massed in two stories above a 
high basement with a flat roof constructed entirely of common-bond brick.  Articulation is limited to a plain water table 
above the basement and a molded cornice below a solid brick parapet that obscures the flat roof, likely of tar and gravel 
or rubber membrane.  The side elevations are elaborated by shallow entrance pavilions centered on each capped by full 
arches.  The entry surrounds are framed in stone casings with denticulated cornices.  Tall windows fill the upper two-thirds 
of the pavilions.  Stone crosses are centered in each arch at the top.  The rest of each side elevation is solid brick relieved 
by decorative panels framed in soldiers.  The basement is generously lit by large square windows capped by segmental 
arches; elsewhere the lintels consist of soldier bricks with cast-stone sills.  Sash was replaced during recent decades with 
aluminum-clad one-over-one configurations with single-light transoms.  The interior plan is suggested by the fenestration 
pattern and entry sequence.  The front of the building is lit by three five-window banks on each of the upper two stories 
with single windows between each bank; the basement windows are arranged in a regular, symmetrical pattern.  The 
building is entered near-grade centered on each end of the building reached by low stone stoops that extend into shallow 
reveals.  This suggest double-loaded halls traverse the building lengthwise accessing three large classrooms to either 
side, front and rear. 

 
The oldest surviving building on the campus is the St. Clement Rectory at 71 Warner Street, 1910-1936, but may 

have been part of the original build ca. 1912 when the parish was established and the original church built.  This clearly 
domestic building resembles the many two-families that fill the surrounding blocks but on a larger scale.  Massed in a two-
and-a-half story high gable front, it has dimensions of 37 feet wide by 55 feet deep facing north toward Warner Street at 
the corner of Boston Avenue.  Additional massing included a two-story stacked 2/3-width porch centered on the front 
(north) façade.  Similar stacked porches fill half the rear façade off-center closer to Boston Avenue.  The third floor is lit by 
large, double-light gabled dormers forward and wider triple-lit shed dormers aft.  The original trim on each suggests they 
are part of the original build. 

 
Despite a vinyl siding application it appears to retain all of its original Craftsman trim.  Prominent modillioned 

cornices enclose the façade gable and wrap both levels of the front porch.  Elaborate rake boards supported by heavy, 
molded purlin ends decorate the façade and the deep, open-soffit eaves are supported by exposed rafter ends.  These 
details extend to the large gabled and shed dormers on each side, suggesting they are original.  Finally a paired window 
centered on the front gable is decorated by an elaborate pediment with a tympanum filled with relief floral carving and a 
shield decorated with a cross.  Despite sash and door replacements and an application of vinyl siding, original casings 
and siding may survive beneath.  A bulge in the siding at the second-floor level suggests a decorative skirt in that location. 

 
Most recently in 1996 according to a corner stone a new school building, St. Clement Parish School, 0 Warner 

Street, replaced a former convent according to Sanborn map evidence.  This rectangular block utilitarian building with a 
flat roof is constructed entirely of cinder block but is elaborated in a Post-Modern manner with blocks of contrasting colors 
that suggest a water table, cornice, and quoined window surrounds.  The main façade is embellished by an enclosed 
gabled porch that fills half of and is centered on the Warner Street main elevation, the building’s principal façade.  A large 
window above the main center entrance flanked by solid masonry cheeks mimics the 1941 church building to the west.                 
 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE      
 
 St. Clement parish was founded at roughly the time of the construction of an earlier church building in 1912 to 
serve the many Catholics residing in South Medford at a distance from St. Joseph’s in the center (MDF.AQ).  The parish’s 
priest at this time was identified as Rev. Thomas McCarthy.  One source identified McCarthy, a native of Somerville, as 
the former priest at St. Francis de Sales church in Charlestown, where he had served for the previous 16 years and from 
where many of the parishioners of St. Clement came.  The congregation initially met in a tent that was evidently located 
on the opposite side of Warner Street where the rectory currently stands at number 71.  By 1914 it numbered 2,900 
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members, residents of the surrounding blocks in both Medford and Somerville, the boundary of which is only a half block 
to the southwest.  A record of the parish’s acquisition of the property has not been located.   
 

The 1898 Stadly city atlas reproduced below as figure 1 indicates the former holder of a large estate on the west 
side of Boston Avenue between the intersection of what is now St. Clement Road and Boston Ave to the north, Broadway 
to the south, and the Somerville city line to the west were the heirs of Charles Robinson.  A large house was depicted in 
the general future location of the church, but it has not been possible to ascertain the identity of Robinson with any degree 
of certainty or a conveyance of land in the area to the Catholic Archdiocese during the early 20th century.1 
 
 According to Department of Public Safety records in the collection of the Massachusetts State Archives, in 1912 a 
new church building was permitted and occupied the following year prior to completion.  This building, illustrated below as 
figure 3, was designed in the Spanish Colonial style.2  Two school buildings were constructed in 1922 and 1923 at 567 
and 595 Boston Ave.  In 1927 minor alterations in the form of a play room, class rooms and a chemical laboratory were 
added to one of the buildings.  Department of Public Safety records do not provide enough detail to differentiate which 
was built first but both were designed by architect Maurice P. Meade.  Further research to retrieve plans from the 
collections of the State Archives should clarify this question. 
 
 In 1941 the 1912 Spanish Colonial church was replaced by the current Modernist Classical church.  It is not clear 
whether the earlier building was damaged by fire or demolished.  The new building was designed by Boston architect 
Richard J. Shaw and his design was later awarded the J. Harleston Parker Medal by the Boston Society of Architects. 
 
 Sanborn maps indicate that a convent building that was located to the east of the church fronting on Warner 
Street (depicted in figure 2) has disappeared and was replaced by a new Post Modern school building in 1996. 
 
Architects 
 The architect of the original 1912 church building was James E. McLaughlin (died 1966).  According to research 
connected with the NR nomination for Fenway Park, which he designed, he was a native of Nova Scotia born to Irish 
parents.  He later formed a partnership, McLaughlin & Burr, with G. (George) Houston Burr (born 1881).3 
 

In the 1910s, when he practiced independently as an architect, his commissions were published in the 
periodical The American Architect.  A prolific architect, McLaughlin has been identified (MACRIS) as the 
designer of 39 Buildings in the greater Boston area.  His work includes libraries, schools, dormitories, 
armories, single and multi-family residences, town halls, hospitals, and commercial blocks.  Among his 
Boston commissions are the Commonwealth Armory (BOS.8068, 1916, demolished), South Terminal 
Station (1918), the Benedict Fenwick School (BOS.6538, 1912, NR 2004), Boston Public Latin High 
School (BOS.7517, 1922), and the Boston Trade School (BOS.7874, 1917).  He also designed his own 
house in Brookline, where he lived from 1914 until his death in 1966. (BOS.ZT) 

 
 The architect of the 1922 and 1923 school buildings at 567 and 595 Boston Avenue and 1927 alterations was 
Maurice P. Meade (1882-1954).  Although little could be ascertained regarding his education or training, he was a fairly 
prolific designer of post offices, churches and school buildings, including numerous schools for the Catholic Archdiocese, 

                                                 
1 Louise F. Hunt, “The Roman Catholic Church in Medford,” The Medford Register, Vol. XVII (Medford Historical Society, Jan. 1914) p. 
8. 
2 Boston Daily Globe, Sep. 23, 1912, p. 8, “First Mass in St Clement’s.” 
3 Back Bay Houses website: 95 Commonwealth Avenue, an apartment house designed by McLaughlin & Burr; according to news 
accounts McLaughlin became embroiled in a kickback scandal involving the Cambridge mayor John W. Lyons.  McLaughlin was 
indicted for committing perjury when he denied paying kickbacks from his fees for the designs of the Cambridge Maternity Hospital and 
an incinerator plant in 1940: Boston Daily Globe, Dec. 4, 1940, p. 10, “McLaughlin Will Face Court Today in Graft Probe.”  
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in the Boston area.  His commissions listed in macris include four post offices, two Catholic churches, a convent, a 
rectory, three Catholic and one public school building.4 
 
 The architect of the 1941 church building was Richard J. Shaw (1887-1958).  A native of South Boston, Shaw 
attended the Harvard School of Design (1912) and worked for the firm of Maginnis and Walsh before forming the firm of 
O’Connell & Shaw in 1923, which lasted for six years.  Among his most prominent commissions were designs for Corpus 
Christi Church, 35 Ash Street, Newton, 1923 (NWT.2589) and the Hatch Memorial Shell on the Boston Esplanade, 1940 
(BOS.9045, BOS.CA and BOS.ZI) for both of which he also received the J. Harleston Parker Medal.5       
 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Maps and atlases: 
 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 
 
MHC # Street NUMBER NAME STYLE TYPE DATE 
MDF. Boston Avenue 567 St Clement Parochial School Classical School 1922-1923 
MDF. Boston Avenue 595 St Clement RC School 

(elementary) 
Classical School 1922-1923 

MDF. Warner Street 0 St Clement RC Church Modernist 
Classical 

Church 1941 

MDF. Warner Street 0 St Clement Parish School Post-Modern School 1996 
MDF. Warner Street 71 St Clement Rectory Craftsman Dwelling 1910-1936 

                                                 
4 US Post Office, 10-14 Court Street, Arlington, 1935, ARL.530; BF Keith Memorial Gymnasium, St. John’s Seminary, 9 Lake Street, 
Boston, BOS.15234 (BOS.JW); St. Augustine RC Convent, 207 E Street, Boston, 1926, BOS.15324 (BOS.WS); St. Brigid RC Church, 
96 N Street, Boston, 1933, BOS.6913; US Post Office, 1295 Beacon Street, Brookline, 1935, BKL.1872; William H. Lincoln High 
School, 194 Boylston Street, Brookline, 1932, BKL.2374; St. Bernard RC School, 1505 Washington Street, West Newton, 1923, 
NWT.3889; St. Bernard RC Rectory, 1529 Washington Street, West Newton, 1923, NWT.5250; Sacred Heart Church, 386 Hancock 
Street, Quincy, 1948, QUI.13; US Post Office, 237 Washington Street, Somerville, 1936, SMV.10, NRIND 5/30/1986; US Post Office, 
225 Franklin Street, Worcester, 1936, WOR.2416 (demolished); see also Boston Daily Globe, Oct. 5, 1954, p. 20, an obituary that 
supplied few biographical details. 
5 BLM.798, Mousolf, and BOS.1737, Frontiero and Smiledge. 
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FIGURES 

 
Figure 1.  1898 Stadly city atlas showing the early ownership pattern in the area.  The location of the church is indicated 
by a red arrow. North is left. 
 

 
Figure 2.  1936 Sanborn depicting the former church and convent buildings. 
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Figure 3.  Boston Daily Globe, Sep. 23, 1912, p. 8 depicting the original church building with the Robinson House in the 
background. 
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Figure 4.  Bing screen capture facing south depicting the rear elevation of the church (right). 
 

 
Church from SE. 
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Rectory at 71 Warner Street. 
 

 
School Building at 595 Boston Avenue. 
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School building at 567 Boston Avenue. 
 

 
Headhouse and north-facing façade of 567 Boston Avenue. 
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1996 School building at 0 Warner Street. 
 

 
Statue located at the intersection of Boston Avenue and St. Clement Road.  


