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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): Wellington 
  

Address:  33 Third Street 

Historic Name:   Thompson – Sinclair House 

Uses: Present:  single-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:  1875 

Source:   deeds 

Style/Form:    Italianate/ end house 

Architect/Builder:   possibly Thomas P. Thompson 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   brick 

Wall/Trim:   vinyl clapboard/ vinyl 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  detached garage 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  Porch enclosure, mid-20th 
century; siding, sash and door, recent. 
 
 

Condition:   Fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.22 acre 

Setting:    Dense residential blocks dating to the 
late-19th through early 20th centuries. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Thompson – Sinclair House, constructed in 1875, remains, despite alterations, a legible component of the initial 
wave of residential development which took place in the Wellington Farms subdivision.  It is a comfortably scaled representative 
example of the Italianate end house type.  The dimensions of the two-story, gabled main body are 24 feet wide by 30 feet deep.  
The steeply pitched, high gable provides habitable space at the third level.  Additional massing is provided by a broad, 
rectangular cornice-height bay in the rear pile of the right (east-facing) elevation and a single-story canted bay opposite.  A short, 
two-story ell extends to the rear in line with the right elevation. 
 
 Although the house has undergone alteration during recent decades, including the enclosure of the front porch in 
‘permastone’ and the application of vinyl siding and sash, it retains its original deep, boxed cornice supported by paired brackets 
at the eave, eave returns and rake.  The canted bay in the left elevation retains its bracketed cornice as well.  The façade is lit by 
two standard sash at the second level and a single sash in the gable.  Elsewhere the fenestration pattern is regular and 
symmetrical.  Although the main entry is obscured by the enclosed front porch, an expanse of blank wall with a small stair light in 
the forward pile of the right elevation indicates the location of the main entry, hall and stair.   The location of the canted bay 
suggests the left side of the house is filled with reception rooms and the kitchen is located in the right rear within the ell.  A single 
stove chimney exits the roof at the center of the ridge. 
 
 The house is sited at a generous setback on a double lot.  Landscaping includes open lawn, foundation plantings and a 
street tree.  A narrow asphalt drive leads along the right side of the property to a detached, gabled, single-bay, wood-frame 
garage with vinyl siding.  Appearance suggests a mid-20th century provenance.     
 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 
 The Thompson – Sinclair House is among the earliest surviving buildings in the Wellington Subdivision.  This large 
residential development was undertaken by brothers James (1785-1869) and Isaac (1788-1880) Wellington on land they had 
acquired in 1819.  A subdivision plan was recorded in 1855.  Including over 400 parcels, the gridded subdivision covered about 
160 acres on mostly numbered east-west streets. Until the end of the 19th century, the building of single-family and duplex 
houses was focused on the center and east blocks of Fifth and Fourth streets, with some houses to their north and south. Much 
of the area to the west and north was then reorganized by the Wellington heirs with the addition of another east-west road, 
Woodruff, between First and Craddock, and later with the construction of the north-south Fellsway through the west end of the 
original subdivision.  Some sections were sold by members of the family beginning in the 1890s and were redeveloped into 
denser areas. 
 

The subject property, consisting of two lots identified as numbers 136 and 137 on the 1855 plan, reproduced below, was 
acquired from Isaac Wellington by Boston baker Charles D. Presho (b. 1827) in February of 1875.  Consideration was $1,000, 
and the deed included the following covenants: 
 

The premises are conveyed subject to the restrictions that no building shall be erected or used on said lot for any 
other purpose than a dwelling house and usual outbuildings therewith including a private stable, and no building 
shall be erected within 25 feet of said street, and no dwelling house shall be erected costing less than $3,000, and 
that such building shall be erected within a reasonable time from the date hereof…I [the grantor] agree that I will 
restrict the lots adjoining these premises so that no stable shall be erected within 50 feet of the street… 

 
 When Pesho sold the property 8 months later in September of 1875 the deed included the phrase: “I having already 
erected a dwelling house within a reasonable time and costing $3,000 or more,” thus precisely dating the house.  Little 
regarding the life or activities of Presho, a native of Winchester, New Hampshire, is known, and there is no record of his acting 
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as a carpenter or builder, suggesting he was an investor and speculator in land.  A review of the grantee indexes between 1870 
and 1880 list 18 transactions in Medford and Everett, about half connected to lots on surrounding blocks and involving Isaac 
Wellington.  Early records, including the 1860 Federal Census and his 1863 Civil War draft registration identify him as a baker.  
By 1880 he resided on Eden Street in Charlestown and by 1900 at 54 Chestnut Street, Boston.  In 1880 he listed no occupation 
and his 21-year-old son, Edward Webb Presho, was “at college” and was later elected Street Commissioner for the city.  All of 
this suggests a degree of prosperity and success.1 
 
 The property was acquired from Presho in September of 1875 by Letitia Thompson, the wife of John P. Thompson.  
Born ca. 1826 and 1828, respectively, both were natives of Nova Scotia, and John Thompson was a house carpenter by 
profession.  The fact that the family resided in Wellington and was near neighbors of both Wellington brothers and Bailey Mills 
as early as 1870, owning real estate worth $3,000, suggests Thompson could have been involved in the construction of the 
house (see MDF.1726, 35 Fourth Street, regarding Mills).  When he purchased the property consideration was $4,000 and he 
immediately gave a mortgage of $2,000 at 7% due in 5 years to the Medford Savings Bank and a note for $240 to J. Harris and 
P.S.J. Talbot.  The following year Letitia Thompson conveyed the property to Isaac Wellington and the following year he 
conveyed it back to her.  Circumstances suggest this was a method of financing the property but no terms were specified in the 
deeds.2 
 
 By 1900 the household was headed by Thompson’s son-in-law John Sinclair (born ca. 1851), a native of Glasgow, 
Scotland, who was married to Thompson’s widowed daughter Bertha V. (Thompson) Bjorklund (born ca. 1875) in 1897, and 
granddaughter Gladys Sinclair (born ca. 1891; circumstances suggest she had taken her stepfather’s name).  Thompson 
conveyed the property to his daughter in 1904.  John Sinclair was a gold leaf manufacturer.  This trade flourished in Medford 
during the late 19th century and was apparently established and encouraged by several generation of the Lauriat family, who 
were the largest gold leaf manufacturers of the period (see MDF.1421 and MDF.1384).  City directories published in 1900 and 
1930 identify him and later his widow, Bertha, as gold leaf manufacturers or gold beaters, and located their operations at “33 
Third, rear,” indicating their works were likely located in the small barn, shed or carriage house that was depicted on maps and 
atlases between 1889 and 1936 (see 1910 Sanborn map reproduced below). 
 
 In 1943 Gladys L. Sinclair, the granddaughter of John P. and Letitia Thompson, sold the property to Leo F. and Mary E. 
Sell.  Leo Sell (b. 1901) was a railroad worker and later inspector.  Subsequent owners included members of the Evans family, 
including Elmer L., Jr., Donald, Keith and Douglas, between 1967 and 2004, after which it was acquired by the current owner.3      
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application. 
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MCSRD Plan 6:3 B, 1855.  Subject property outlined in red. 
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1910 Sanborn map displaying a large shed in the rear yard labelled “M’f’g. Gold Leaf,” not extant. 
 
 
View from SW showing left elevation and canted bay. 
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Cornice detail. 
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                      National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 
 
Check all that apply: 
 

  Individually eligible               Eligible only in a historic district 
 

  Contributing to a potential historic district           Potential historic district 
 
 
Criteria:         A           B           C        D 
 
Criteria Considerations:         A         B        C       D         E         F          G 
 
 
                   Statement of Significance by____Clemson and Dempsey__________________ 
                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 
                       
The Thompson – Sinclair House, 33 Third Street, 1875, is part of the large residential subdivision known as Wellington Farms, 
named for the family that purchased land in the area in 1819 and recorded a plan for an extensive subdivision in 1855. Brothers 
James (1785-1869) and Isaac Wellington (1788-1880) created what appears to have been the largest of a number of 
subdivisions planned in Medford in the middle of the 19th century. The parcel was located west of the main line of the Boston & 
Maine Railroad (1845) and south of the Medford Branch Railroad that left the main trunk to run west into Medford Square (1847). 
An irregular boundary traced the southwest bound, the hypotenuse of the generally triangular subdivision. Over this land they 
laid a very regular grid of streets running nearly parallel to the two railroad beds, and although some lots were reconfigured over 
time, the street pattern has been preserved. Surrounded by marsh to the south and southeast, the area was a self-contained 
neighborhood within the city, its isolation furthered by the construction of the Fellsway (NR DIS) along its western edge in the 
early 20th century. Additional research will be required to adjust some of the area boundaries, through review of the commercial 
and industrial development that characterizes its north and south edges. 
 
The subdivision was slow to develop, but growth accelerated in the fourth quarter of the 19th century with better transportation 
connections to the south. Surviving buildings from this first phase of development include mansard-roofed and Italianate 
examples as well as fine examples of the ever-popular Queen Anne end house. A significant group of distinct designs combine 
aspects of the Stick and Queen Anne styles in their boxy massing and stick-work ornament. The area is also distinctive for the 
number of duplexes constructed during this phase of development. At this same time, a handful of public buildings were 
constructed to serve the expanding population, including a chapel and small schools.   
 
A second phase of development corresponded to Medford’s rapid population growth in the first quarter of the 20th century when 
the area was generally built out with the two-families that characterize so much of Medford; there are also isolated examples of 
three-deckers. Augmenting this intensifying residential development, the neighborhood also saw the addition of commercial 
establishments, at the important corridors of Middlesex and Riverside/Fifth as well as scattered across the neighborhood, 
commonly on corner lots.  Also associated with this expansion came the construction of more ambitious public buildings, the 
Osgood School and the St James Roman Catholic Church campus, whose growth tracked that of the neighborhood and the city 
at large.  These important community gathering places were demolished in the early 2000s.  
 
Because this neighborhood is among the most-clearly defined in the city, the entire subdivision might qualify for National 
Register of Historic Places listing as a district under criteria A and C.  Areas of significance include architecture, 
commerce, economics, ethnic heritage, religion, social history, and transportation. The area has experienced alterations 
typical of recent decades, including the replacement of siding, sash and doors with synthetic products, but the building 
stock retains substantial fabric and much of it is worthy of preservation and remains potentially restorable. The area as a 
whole and numerous examples within it retain integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and 
association. 
 


