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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): 
 Wellington 

Address:  4054 Mystic Valley Parkway 

Historic Name:    Ralph’s Potato Co. 

Uses: Present:  Restaurant 

Original:  Potato factory and laboratory 

Date of Construction:   1945 

Source:   Building Permit Records, Medford 
                                 Building Department 

Style/Form:     Art Modern/ rectangular block 

Architect/Builder:    

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   Concrete 

Wall/Trim:   brick and stucco/  concrete 

Roof:   tar & gravel (flat) 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: none 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):   
Permits for additions to the building were granted in 1950, 
1955, and 1959. The building was renovated in 1993, when 
one former building at the western portion of the site was 
demolished. 
 

Condition:   good 

Moved:  no     yes      Date:  

Acreage:   62,022 sf/ 1.42 acres 

Setting: mainly commercial area with park properties 
across Mystic Valley Parkway to the south and a Wetlands 
area to the North 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 Ralph’s Potato Co., constructed in 1945, is an 8,256 square-foot, one-story (with basement) rectangular-block building 
with a flat roof.  Overall dimensions of the main body are 40 feet wide by 170 feet deep.  A narrower two-story head house or 
office block approximately 38 feet square is placed against the south end of the main body near the building’s frontage on Mystic 
Valley Parkway. 
 
 As noted on the front of the form, the building has undergone a series of alterations.  However it retains several 
decorative features that speak to its original appearance (period photographs have not been located).  Bracketed door hoods on 
the front and west sides of the head house may be original and are consistent with the geometric raised rows of bricks that wrap 
its corners at the second-floor level and terminate in a staggered pattern.  Both of these attributes are characteristic of an Art 
Moderne aesthetic and convey a feeling of aero-dynamism characteristic of that mid-20th-century style.  The larger main body is 
generally unadorned consistent with its original utilitarian use with the exception of flat parapets at either end.  The building is 
generously lit by a variety of window openings throughout which may reflect changes during the 1993 renovation.  Standard 
openings in the head house are interspersed with larger and smaller windows in a random but consistent pattern.  Openings in 
the main body appear to have been enlarged in places, especially in the center of the west-facing elevation, where a glass 
atrium protects the main entrance.  All are filled with newer aluminum-clad single-light sash.  The main part of the building was 
likely originally generously lit with large openings in a regular pattern that would have housed rolled-steel sash, but evidence for 
its original appearance is lacking.  Other decorative features that may be original include the slab-like cornice of the head house, 
which projects somewhat from the wall plane with a flat, smooth fascia, which is consistent with its style.  The main body has a 
shallower plain cornice which may also be original.  
 

The building is sited at a modest setback filling the east half of the nearly acre-and-a-half property.  The rest of the site is 
filled with asphalt-paved parking with the exception of an landscaped greensward along the frontage and parts of the side 
borders.  The site is located in an area of commercial activity that fills the north side of Mystic Valley Parkway. The large majority 
of buildings in the area, including this building, have been and are presently primarily used for commercial or retail purposes, 
many having undergone multiple layers of renewal but others in an original condition.  Across the parkway to the south is a large 
recreational park area in municipal ownership that fills the irregular north bank of the Mystic River.   
 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
Discuss the history of the building.  Explain its associations with local (or state) history.  Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the 
owners/occupants played within the community.  
 

This area of Medford south of Riverside Avenue, formerly Ship Street, was historically undeveloped land and marshland 
with a tributary running through it from the late 1800s to the late 1930s.  A comparison of the 1898 Stadly city map reproduced 
below and current maps indicate that this large section of East Medford/ Wellington remained in open, undeveloped condition 
prior to the earlier date and was largely filled with marsh and meadow wetlands.  A narrow range of land in the vicinity of the 
subject property was depicted in the ownership of Daniel W. Lawrence at this time.1  The earlier map depicts numerous streams, 
canals and wetlands, confirming the area remained undevelopable until major highway and reclamation projects during the early 
20th century created a large area of landfill and the construction of the Mystic Valley and Revere Beach Parkways, which 
intersect the Fells Parkway near the Mystic River.  According to the National Register nomination for the Mystic Valley Parkway 
Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston MPS (MDF.AA, 1/18/2006), land along the banks of the Mystic River through 
Winchester, Medford, Everett and Revere began to be acquired by the Metropolitan Park Commission during the 1890s, which 
began to build carriage-drive parkways through the area by ca. 1905.  By the 1920s through 1950 the Metropolitan District 
Commission (currently the Department of Conservation & Recreation) continued a process of road expansion as the automobile 

 
1 Daniel Warren Lawrence (1830-1921) was a son and namesake of a prominent local industrialist (1797-1879) and distiller of Medford Rum 
(see MDF.AO, continuation sheet 5). 



INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET                    MEDFORD           4054 Mystic Valley Parkway  
 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION                                                                           Area(s)      Form No. 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02125  
  
 

Continuation sheet 2 

  

began to dominate transportation during this period.  The stretch of Mystic Valley Parkway between Craddock and Wellington 
bridges was completed generally in its current form by 1936, opening up stretches near the river bank to new development. 
 
 In 1936 and 1939 the subject property was assembled through acquisitions by the C&H Company from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  The identity of the grantee is not known, but by 1941 then owner Ralph Matarazzo had 
acquired the subject property.2  In March of 1945 and October of 1946 permits were issued to construct buildings on the site at 
4060 and 4054 Mystic Valley Parkway, respectively.  The 2005 assessor’s map identifies the surviving building located on the 
eastern portion of the site as number 4060, which was identified as Ralph’s Potato Co. factory and laboratory.  The building 
permit described a “manufactory – peeling potatoes” and was estimated to cost $30,000.  The builder was identified as Michael 
Bratt.  The following year’s permit described a “factory and laboratory” to cost $13,500 built by J.J. Vaccaro with the number of 
4054.  This second building was demolished in 1993.  This company developed a method for processing peeled potatoes that 
prevented them from browning.  Founder Ralph Felice Matarazzo (1907-1980) was a native of Boston and a resident of 
Medford.  In 1947 the name of the company was changed to Sta-Wite, Inc.  Through the 1950s, the original building was 
expanded, and an additional building was added on the western side of the site in the 1950s. Based on historical city directories, 
the western site building was occupied by various food and potato-related businesses from the 1950s through the late 1980s. 
The eastern site building was occupied by various commercial businesses including a potato company (1968), a discount carpet 
store (1970-1989), and a cash-and-carry discounter (1992). According to directory research conducted for the owner by Vertex 
Companies, Inc. (June 2021, Phase I Environmental Site Assessment), occupants during the late-1960s through late 1980s 
included Italo-Amer Food Co., Colony Food Products, Inc., Warehouse Carpet and Mattress Sales and other similar enterprises.  
In 1993, the western site building was removed, and the eastern site building was renovated for use as Bertucci’s, one of a chain 
of Italian restaurants scattered throughout the northeast United States. The site has operated as Bertucci’s since 1993. Three 
former fuel oil USTs were identified and removed from the site in 1987 and 1993.  The property remains in the control of 
descendants of Ralph Matarazzo.3 
 
Michael Bratt, builder 
Michael Bratt (1886-1964) was a native of Rafalovka, Russia, located in the Ukrain.  He immigrated to the US in 1906 and 
became a naturalized citizen in 1909.  He married Eva Melamed, also a native of Russia, in 1912 in Chelsea, at which time he 
worked as a house carpenter.  During the early 20th century they resided in Revere but by the late 1930s resided at 28 
Colbourne Road, Brighton, where Bratt operated his own construction firm, Bratt Construction Co.  There are no other 
attributions listed in MACRIS.  
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Maps and atlases: 
 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 
 
 

 
2 MCSRD CoT 56383 (1945) and 59952 (1946); 48023 (1941). 
3 World Who’s Who in Commerce and Industry (Marquis – Who’s Who, 1965 ed.) p. 845; Boston Herald, Feb. 11, 1980, p. 23, obituary; 
MCSRD CoT 189379 (1990). 
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1898 Stadly city atlas showing the general location of the subject property in the ownership of Daniel W. Lawrence prior to 
development by the MDC during the early 20th century. 



INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET                    MEDFORD           4054 Mystic Valley Parkway  
 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION                                                                           Area(s)      Form No. 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02125  
  
 

Continuation sheet 4 

  

 
EDR Aerial Photo of Mystic Valley Parkway, 1939.  Note the dense residential development to the north and east flanking 
Middlesex Avenue, which runs through the middle of the right (east) half of the image top to bottom (north to south). 
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EDR Historical Topo Map, 1949, showing site along Mystic Valley Parkway south of WEEI Radio Station.  Outlined in red. 
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Birdseye View of property from Bing Maps (October 2021), showing Bertucci’s in the center of lot with surrounding 
properties. To the west of the property is 4040 Mystic Valley Parkway (Cambridge District Court). To the North and East 
of the property is 4068 Mystic Valley Parkway, currently occupied by a radio station and wetlands area. Further to the 
east is 4080 Mystic Valley Parkway (Sentry Ford). Mystic Valley Parkway is to the South of the property, with Commercial 
St on the Westernmost side of the image. Across from Mystic Valley Parkway from the site is the Tobert MacDonald State 
Park. 
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MCSRD Plan 17518E, 1946 depicting the property and the subject building. 
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Assessor’s map dating to 2005 that depicts both buildings (the one on the left numbered 4054 was demolished in 1993).  
Outlined in red. 
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View from SE. 
 

 
View of head house from SE showing details of the striped brick treatment and bracketed door hood, left. 
 


