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Use as much space as necessary to complete the following entries, allowing text to flow onto additional 
continuation sheets. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:      
 
 The Winthrop-Summer area is a small, densely developed mixed-use commercial and residential cluster located 
near the intersection of Winthrop and Summer streets.  Within the area, dedicated and mixed-use commercial buildings 
are interspersed with early single-family residential buildings, creating two inter-related themes.  Most are comparatively 
early buildings, dating to the third quarter of the 19th century, with the exception of two later, early-20th-century commercial 
blocks.  At least one site in the area, 179 Winthrop Street, currently occupied by a single-family house, originally had two 
commercial buildings, since demolished between 1910 and 1936.  The area is in an irregular “Z” shape comprised of both 
sides of Winthrop Street and extending to the east on Summer Street’s south side and to the west on the south side of 
West Street; its boundaries have been determined by the locations of several dedicated commercial buildings.  The south 
side of West Street includes properties associated with commercial properties on Winthrop Street.  The single-family 
residential buildings located in the area, due to their early construction dates relative to the history of Hillside, qualify for 
documentation.  In addition, several of these residential buildings are related to the area’s commercial development either 
through social history or as sites of earlier commercial development that has subsequently disappeared. 
 
 The area blends in visually with its surrounding blocks, which are entirely residential, with regard to both their 
degree of density and scale.  Both the subject commercial area and its surrounding residential blocks are densely 
developed with a mixture of single and multi-family houses on minimal suburban lots averaging between 4,000 and 5,000 
square feet arranged in a grid street pattern.  Although currently less visually distinctive due to a number of conversions 
from commercial to residential use, several of the area’s commercial structures either retain their characteristic building 
fabric or display characteristics of commercial development, including siting directly on the street or other clues suggested 
by structure or  massing. 
 
 Several of the residential buildings in the area were constructed early in the development history of Hillside and 
are well-preserved representative examples of early styles and types found throughout the area.   The Alfred Tufts 
House at 182 Winthrop Street (pre-1855), although devoid of any architectural detail, is a story-and-a-half end house 
with a side-entry, side-hall plan, typical of the domestic buildings constructed in Hillside in the middle decades of the 19th 
century.  Its story-and-a-half structure, constructed in a manner such that the plate is located a half story above the level 
of the second floor, is indicative of “balloon” framing, although timber-frame structures of this type continued to be 
constructed well into the 19th century.1  It has been suggested that the knee wall device was developed to accommodate 
the heavy entablatures then fashionable in Greek Revival buildings, but it was almost universally employed in smaller 
buildings in other mid-century styles such as Italianate and Second Empire as well, likely as an inexpensive alternative to 
full two-story construction.  The only architectural feature that survives is the open soffit; door, window, cornice and corner 
details have all been lost to the installation of recent synthetic building components.  An octagonal bay located in the rear 
pile of the left elevation, opposite the circulation spaces on the other side of the house behind the right-side entrance, 
indicates the location of a rear parlor or dining room, and is the only other architectural embellishment. 
 

 
1 See: James L. Garvin, A Building History of Northern New England (University of New England Press, 2001) p. 24; This type of framing is depicted as 
early as 1852 in a pattern book published by E.S. Jones & Co. of Philadelphia under the original title The Model Architect, currently in print under the title 
Sloan’s Victorian Buildings (Dover, 1980) Design XXVII 
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 The largest group of domestic buildings constructed in the area date to between 1855 and 1875, when this area 
was subdivided and houses were constructed, extending development west and south from the South Street area to 
Cotting Street (see the History of Land Use Development regarding Johnson and Oldham).  These include 12 West 
Street, 179 Winthrop Street and 140, 146 and 152 Summer Street.  The gabled end house located at 12 West Street is 
the Maurice Geary House.  Although similar to the Alfred Tufts House at 182 Winthrop Street (see above), this example 
retains more of its original building fabric, including its cornice, eave returns, and Italianate door hood supported by 
elaborate brackets.  Additional massing is provided by a single-story octagonal bay in the left half of the façade and a rear 
ell somewhat narrower than the main block and with a consequently higher plate height.  Between this house and the 
commercial buildings on the corner of West and Winthrop streets is a later, post-1900 two-family gabled end house with a 
current address of 4-6 West Street that falls outside the scope of this survey. 
 
 The Elbridge G. Holmes House at 179 Winthrop Street also retains a significant degree of integrity.  Although 
the site has undergone a fair degree of alteration through the demolition of two smaller commercial buildings, one 
identified as 149 Summer Street and another as 179A Winthrop Street on period atlases (1898 Stadley and 1903-1936 
Sanborn, see below), the main house appears to be in fairly original condition.  Like its neighbors it is a one-and-a-half-
story house with a “knee wall” structure.  Here, however, the footprint of the gable is narrower; a single room wide; and 
the massing of the house is arranged in a “T” shape with a transverse gabled mass forming the rear pile of the building.  
The main entrance is located not in the main façade but in the forward-facing portion of the re-entrant angle to the left.  
This configuration places the house within a typology identified as the “parlor pass-by plan” by Hubka: “in a unique entry 
sequence, the font room or parlor nearest the street was ‘by-passed’ by an entrance porch leading to the second room, 
usually a type of entry-dining room.”2  The appearance of the house is suggestive of examples of plans and renderings 
published in the popular pattern books of Andrew Jackson Downing in the mid-19th century.  Although minimally 
embellished, several details are indicative of both the Greek Revival and later Gothic Revival and Italianate styles favored 
by Downing.  These features include the minimal eave returns and paired windows in the first story of the main façade, 
suggestive of the Italianate style, and the trabeated door and window surrounds (the entrance with full sidelights), 
suggestive of Greek Revival styling.  The house retains wood clapboards and plain corner boards.  The sash appears to 
have been replaced with synthetic six-over-one double-hung configurations.  A stove chimney is located at the 
intersection of the building’s wings at the ridge line, suggesting a three-room interior plan with horizontal and vertical 
circulation in the left-rear corner inside the main entrance. 
 
 The Joseph A. Robbins House at 140 Summer Street is similar to the Holmes House, having a gabled façade 
composed of a single-room width with a main entrance located in a rear pile (in this case central), of the “parlor pass-by 
plan.”   This example, however, has a full two-story height under a gabled attic.  This is also a larger example: the 
forward-projecting gabled wing encloses a full room-and-a-half pile with a circulation bay accessed from the main 
entrance located in the left, or east-facing elevation.  The rear two piles of the house are arranged in a full-height gabled 
ell jogged one bay to the right; the resulting reentrant angle toward the rear of the left elevation is filled in with a two-story, 
flat-roofed enclosed porch.  The massing of the main façade is softened by a front porch that wraps around the right side.  
Although some architectural embellishment has been lost, the exaggerated stud height of the main facade combined with 
an open soffit is suggestive of the Italianate style.  The turned porch posts appear to be more recent and may be 
replacements for what was probably a Queen Anne-era (1890s) alteration.  Although some of the casework appears to 
have survived, the sash is recent one-over-one vinyl replacement.  The narrow suburban lot is distinguished by a picket 
border fence: a nice period-appropriate embellishment.  A drive on the left leads to what appears to be a modernized 
carriage house. 
 
 The Calvin H. Clark House at 146 Summer Street is similar in terms of its massing; two-and-a-half stories under 
a gable roof, but it is oriented with its gable to the side rather than front, resulting in a broader three-bay façade with a 
center entrance behind an enclosed entry porch.  The house’s original single-pile depth has been altered through the 
addition of a shed-roofed, full-width extension to the rear.  A more recent single-story shed-roofed enclosed side porch 

 
2 Thomas C. Hubka, Houses Without Names, Architectural Nomenclature and the Classification of America’s Common House (University of Tennessee 
Press, 2013) p. 55. 
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has been added to the left side of the house.  Although altered through the loss of its original door and the application of 
vinyl siding, the entrance porch appears to be original, retaining a distinctive concave hipped roof indicative of the 
Italianate high style.  This was a popular feature on more expensive examples intended to evoke the awnings prevalent in 
the Italian countryside; many North American examples of this decorative roof type were in fact painted with vertical 
striping in imitation of fabric.  Although the house has lost much of its original decorative trim through the application of 
vinyl siding, it appears to retain its original two-over-two sash.  A stove chimney located in the center of the house at the 
roof ridge suggests a two-room plan with a lobby stair hall.  Mature foundation plantings and a recent wrought-iron border 
fence decorate the lot. 
 

The Martin House at 152 Summer Street is an exceptionally well-preserved example of the vernacular Italianate 
style that, although in only fairly good condition, retains virtually all of its exterior historic building fabric.  The house is 
massed in a “T”-shaped footprint; the top of the “T” forming its symmetrical three-bay, two-story façade and the base of 
the “T” a full-height rear ell.  Both elements of the building’s massing are a single pile deep, although the rear ell is slightly 
wider, likely to accommodate circulation space.  Across the end of the rear ell at the back of the property is a 
perpendicular two story addition that extends beyond the base of the “T” in both directions.  The single-story wing to the 
east is part of the original build and initially formed a hyphen connecting the main mass of the house to a carriage house 
that has been demolished.  The shopfront addition to the right end of the rear transverse wing with a separate address of 
171 Winthrop Street forms a distinctive, almost whimsical commercial façade.  A boarded window wall and angled 
entrance comprises the shopfront.  A second story is capped by a low-pitched gable superimposed on the main hipped 
roof.  The side, or rear elevation abutting 4-6 Winthrop Court is sheathed either in rusticated cinderblock or a metal 
imitation of it. 

 
The house is richly embellished with Italianate-style architectural detail.  The center entrance of the symmetrical 

façade is sheltered by a projecting polygonal porch flanked by and integrated into flanking single-story polygonal bays.  
The porch is supported by square chamfered columns, the base and capitols of which are picked out with moldings; the 
flanking polygonal bays are paneled below the window sills.  As with many vernacular examples of the style throughout 
the region, the house’s deep cornice and eave returns are supported by elaborately sculpted paired brackets.  Also 
characteristic of the style is the fenestration pattern, which consists of paired openings cased in elaborate architraves and 
bracketed window hoods.  All of the sash, which appears to have been replaced, is one-over-one double-hung with the 
exception of the broader center windows within the polygonal bays, which are two-over-two and therefor likely original.  
Even a façade window in the shop-front addition facing Winthrop Street at the rear has a carefully matched architrave.  
The house also retains its original arch-lit, double-leaf front door.  One stylistic anomaly worth mentioning is the profile of 
the roof gable, which is a-characteristically steep, Italianate houses often being noted for the shallowness of their roof 
pitch. 

 
The earliest commercial building in the area is the William P. and Frederick Hanson Store and House at 181-

183 Winthrop Street.  Originally a single story residential building constructed between 1868 and 1870, a shopfront was 
added to the front of the house prior to 1889, retaining living space in the rear; a second story and attic was added 
between 1897 and 1903 (see below under Historical Narrative).  Although altered, the greatest clue to the building’s 
former use as a grocery is its siting, which is directly on the street.  Currently a two-and-a-half story gabled end house with 
an unusually deep footprint, a recessed front porch under an overhanging second- and attic-story gable, and several 
stepped shed- and flat-roofed projecting elements toward the rear and left-rear side, the building has lost much of its 
original architectural detail including doors, windows, fenestration pattern and trim.  The location of the main entrance to 
the right and paired and single windows opening onto the recessed porch in its three-bay façade only hint at its original 
appearance, which likely included much larger openings or window wall.  Two stove chimneys survive at the ridge line at 
the rear end of the first and second of four piles. 

 
The William John Geary Store and dwelling at 184 Winthrop Street was the next commercial structure 

constructed in the area between 1889 and 1897.  By the following year the taxpayer block on the corner at 186 Winthrop 
Street was constructed as well; Sanborn atlas depictions suggest the earlier building was moved to accommodate the 
latter.  The earlier building, somewhat altered, is a hip block structure with cube-like massing, two-and-a-half stories high 
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and two bays wide in the Queen Ann style.  Although the building resembles a foursquare domestic building in form, its 
siting directly on the street is the strongest indication of its former commercial use.  Its architectural elaboration is limited 
to several massing features, including an octagonal oriel bay in the left half of the upper façade and a single hip-roofed 
dormer in the forward slope, which are suggestive of Queen Anne styling.  The original storefront has been lost to later 
alterations that converted the building to a two-family dwelling.  The upper story originally housed the owners of the store.  
The taxpayer block on the corner at 186 Winthrop Street, The Second Geary Store, is a one-part commercial block 
according to a typology developed by Longstreth.  The one-part block is characterized by single use in a single story that 
can house more than one shop: “the one-part commercial block is a simple box with a decorated façade and thoroughly 
urban in its overtones.  The type appears to have been developed during the mid-19th century and soon became a 
common feature in towns and cities” 3  It has been altered from its original appearance as well, the façade now sheathed 
in a recent brick veneer and a vertical-board parapet.  What was likely a window wall has been lost as well; the 
fenestration is currently composed of smaller aluminum-clad sliding casement windows. 
 

At roughly the same time as the Geary commercial buildings were completed between 1900 and 1903, a similar 
mixed-use commercial and residential building was constructed at 136-138 Summer Street by James T. Dennison.  Its 
appearance and siting indicates it was constructed as a dedicated mixed-use commercial and residential building.  It is 
noticeably larger in scale than its story-and-a-half and two-story neighbors, with a somewhat broader two-bay width and 
two-and-a-half stories under a steeply pitched gabled façade.  It is also sited directly on the street.  The first-story 
fenestration pattern, though altered, suggests the original storefront was located at grade in the right three quarters of the 
façade.  A side entrance accessing the upper-story apartment is located several steps above grade in a recessed opening 
at the left end of the façade.  Although altered through the application of vinyl siding and replacement windows, the 
building retains its most striking stylistic Queen Anne-style feature: a pair of octagonal oriel windows in the second level 
that are sheltered by the overhanging main gable.  A large-scale dormer in the center of the right slope of the roof 
provides additional interior space to the third level.  The largely unadorned lot includes only a wide asphalt driveway and 
what appears to be a recent gabled, two-bay garage. 

 
The most recent building constructed in the area is a dedicated one part taxpayer block built between 1924 and 

1926 at 176-178A Winthrop Street for a branch of the A&P Grocery chain.  This is an exceptionally well-preserved 
example.  It principal decorative feature is a cast-stone trabeated façade with a classical Roman grill parapet supported by 
paneled pilasters.  Like many similar commercial buildings located on a corner, it takes advantage of its siting through the 
location of the chamfered-corner main entrance behind a cast metal column and the façade, decorated with a framed 
brick panel laid up in English bond, wraps around the corner to face the side street, Winter Street.  Only the original 
window walls and splayed-reveal shop fronts of its four bays have been altered. 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE: 
  
 The development of the Winthrop-Summer area as a center of commercial activity for the immediately 
surrounding densely developed residential neighborhood took place during an earlier period than other similar commercial 
developments on Boston Avenue (see MDF.AG and MDF.AH).  The construction of at least one commercial building took 
place through the conversion of a house by 1890 at 181-183 Winthrop Street and two others by c. 1880 that do not 
survive at 179 Winthrop Street.  Two other dedicated or mixed-use commercial buildings were constructed at 184-186 
Winthrop Street by the turn of the century and three more at 136-138 Summer Street, 171 and 176-180A Winthrop 
Street by 1924.  It is fairly noteworthy that as many as eight dedicated or mixed-use commercial buildings should have 
been constructed within such a limited geographic area during this period and suggests a high degree of commercial 
economic activity between about 1880 and 1930.   
 

It is difficult to identify a direct cause for this degree of commercial development beyond the surrounding intense 
residential development along Winthrop and Cotting streets initially during the 1850s and South, West and Summer 

 
3 Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street, A Guide to American Commercial Architecture (Alta Mira Press, updated edition, 2000) p. 57 
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streets during the following decades.  The peak of development for the entire area of Hillside and immediately surrounding 
blocks occurred between c. 1890 and the late 1920s, which coincides with the later commercial buildings in the area.  
Another trigger for the commercial development at this location may be related to the opening of the bridge across the 
Mystic River as early as 1857, although it was not depicted on either the 1855 or 1875 atlases (the current bridge is a 
1927 replacement).4   

 
Other major transportation projects or economic activity worth mention includes the following, although much of 

this had disappeared or gone dormant by the time the Winthrop-Summer area evolved.  The area is within a block of the 
site of the Middlesex Canal, completed in 1803 and active until 1851.  The canal route was just north of Summer Street 
and followed the rout of West Street.  According to previous research, a bridge over the canal was located on Winthrop 
Street (then South Street) just north of its intersection with Summer Street.5  The shipyards of Jotham Stetson and Paul 
Curtis were also nearby, located, according to one source, near the current location of the Winthrop Street Bridge.   
The 1855 Walling map clearly indicates Stetson owned a large undeveloped lot between 44 and 54 West Street extending 
south to Cotting Street, a likely location and lot size for a functioning shipyard.6  The Stetson yard was active between 
1833 and 1853 and produced 32 ships (see MDF.1015), which would have contributed considerable economic activity to 
the area as well as a work-force population.   
 

The location of the Hanson Shop at 181-183 Winthrop Street and Holmes shop at 179 Winthrop Street may 
have functioned as an economic anchor that drove later commercial development.  In a pre-automobile era, this kind of 
commercial development made sense and was to be expected.  Commuter foot traffic coming from Main Street and its 
streetcar line to the east, and the Boston and Lowell (later Boston and Maine) station near the corner of Winthrop Street 
and Boston Avenue to the south, was likely abundantly adequate to support the commercial activity within the subject 
area.   
 

As time and space were exponentially imploded through the widespread use of the automobile beginning in the 
1920s the commercial activity in the area collapsed.  What survives from a diverse economy of groceries, specialized 
purveyors of produce and meat, tailors, clothes cleaners, and barbers, is limited to two restaurants, one of which is 
currently vacant.  Of the six surviving commercial buildings, three have been converted to residential use (184, 181-183 
Winthrop Street and 136-138 Summer Street) and another is vacant (171 Winthrop Street).        
 

The Alfred Tufts House at 182 Winthrop Street was constructed for its namesake prior to 1855.  Alfred Tufts (b. 
1820) was a ship joiner; unfortunately records do not indicate which builder employed him, although ship builders Jotham 
Stetson and Paul Curtis are likely candidates, as both were active in the immediate area prior to the early 1850s.  After 
1878 Tufts altered his occupation in directory listings to carpenter, suggesting he had adapted the nature of his work in 
the wake of the decline in the local ship building industry at the time.  He remained a resident of this house until as late as 
1898.  By 1909 the house had been purchased by William J. Geary (b. 1862), a native of Ireland, who operated a produce 
and grocery next door at 184 and later 186 Winthrop Street (see below).  His widow, Rena G. Geary (b. 1875), remained 
a resident of the house until as late as 1938.  The map images of this house present something of an anomaly and 
suggests the possibility for a second scenario of its history: it is not depicted on the 1889 map, suggesting the earlier 
house may have been demolished and replaced by a new building by 1897.  The appearance and form of the existing 
building, however, being a story-and-a-half end house with a side-entry plan and single family, as well as being under the 
ownership of the same individual, Alfred Tufts, until 1898, is more consistent with an earlier, mid-19th-century construction 
date.    
 

 
4 John H. Hooper, Proceedings of the Celebration of the Two Hundred and Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the  Settlement of Medford, Massachusetts (The 
Executive Committee, 1905) p. 28; MDF.919: this form includes an image of the earlier bridge. 
5 MDF.V. 
6 John H. Hooper, “Ship Building in Medford,” Proceedings of the Celebration of the Two-Hundred-and-Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the Settlement of 
Medford, Massachusetts, June, Nineteen Hundred and Five (Executive Committee, 1906) p. 36, 261; Charles Brooks, William Henry Whitmore, James 
J. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts: From its First Settlement in 1630 to 1855 (Rand, Avery, 1885) p. 427,592. 
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A group of comfortable middle-class houses was constructed within the area between 1855 and 1875.  The 
Joseph A. Robbins House at 140 Summer Street was constructed for its namesake, who was born in 1830 and died 
between 1872 and 1874.  Robbins was a fairly intriguing figure.  A native of New Hampshire, he was a manufacturer of 
carpet sweeping equipment whose business was located at 22 Congress Street (1868) and later 75 Portland Street 
(1870) in Boston.  In 1872 he listed his occupation as “inventor” in local directories and in fact held two patents; one for a 
carpet fastening device and another for a mold for suppositories.7  He resided at the house with his wife, Susan A. (b. 
1820), who remained there after his death until as late as 1874.  It appears the house remained vacant for some time, but 
had become occupied by Charles W. Kelly by 1916.  Kelly, a baker (1914), clerk (1916) and later rubber worker (1920) 
remained in the house with his wife, Mary R., until between 1928 and 1930.  At that time it was occupied by Ralph 
Mathewson, a printer, and his wife, Dorothy.  In 1938 it was occupied by Ronald J. MacDonald, a plasterer, and his wife, 
Ruth A.   

 
The Calvin H. Clark House at 146 Summer Street was constructed for Calvin Howard Clark (Apr. 12, 1835 – 

Mar. 4, 1907) at roughly the same time between 1855 and 1875.  Like Alfred Tufts (see above), Clark, a native of Wells, 
Maine, was a ship carpenter who shifted to general carpentry as the ship building industry declined in Medford after the 
Civil War.8 

 
In early life he was a house carpenter, then a ship carpenter, and then a carpenter in a large 
manufacturing establishment, from which he was called by the first Mayor of Medford, General Lawrence, 
to the offices of inspector of buildings and overseer of the poor [Samuel C. Lawrence, a republican, 
served 1893-1894].  In the latter position, where he had to stand between the worthy poor, the unworthy 
poor and the city treasury, dispensing justly, his conscientiousness and painstaking care will be more 
appreciated as time goes on.9 

 
Clark was an active Mason, member of the First Baptist Church, and served as an agent of the Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children.10  Clark resided at the property until his death with his second wife, Dene B. (Frey, b. 1839), a 
native of Concord, Vermont, and, at various times, four adult children, Charles Brooks (b. 1877), a lieutenant in the army; 
Charlotte (b. 1879); Lizzie L. (b. 1860); Lucy (b. 1863); and a foster-daughter, Edith Rogers (b. 1890).11  The 1903 
Sanborn Atlas demonstrates that the shed-roofed rear extension, which replaced a perpendicular ell, was constructed 
after that date and likely after Clarke’s death and the sale of the house.  By 1918 the house was occupied by Constantino 
Celati, a driver, and his wife, Lucy.  The Celatis remained at the house until between 1930 and 1938.  By 1938 it housed 
two families: Oscar P. Semple, a grocery clerk with a branch of the A&P Tea Company located at 180A Winthrop Street 
(more below) and Louis E. Vendice, also a grocery clerk with a branch of First National Stores, which was located at 434 
Salem Street, and his wife, Eleanor. 
 
  The Martin House at 152 Summer Street was also constructed between 1855 and 1875 as a single-family 
dwelling but was later converted to mixed use during the early 20th-century through the addition of a storefront at 171 
Winthrop Street.  Period commercial atlases indicate the house was originally owned by a J. Parker.  Although this figure 
could not be positively identified, a John Parker, who was a gilder with a shop at the corner of Washington and Bedford 
streets in Boston, lived near the subject property at 20 Cotting Street (see relevant MHC Inventory Form).  The possibility 
of absentee ownership suggests the house was built on speculation.  By 1889 the house had been purchased by Robert 
Martin, a stone mason.  Prior to occupying the house Martin boarded with his father, Michael, also a stone mason, who 
lived nearby on Cotting Street.  Between 1876 and 1878 Robert Martin lived elsewhere in Medford, on Boston Avenue 
and Riverside Avenue.  Martin lived at 152 Summer Street from at least 1889 until 1930 with his wife, Catherine, and two 
sons, Robert, Jr. and Thomas H., both of whom were plumbers.  During the 1920s the Martins began taking in boarders.  

 
7 Commissioner of Patents Annual Report (United States Patent Office, 1872) p. 174. 
8 Cirtificate of Death (Ancestry web site). 
9 Obituary, Medford Historical Register, Vol. 10 (The Society, 1907) pp. 69-70. 
10 Ibid. 
11 1880, 1900 Federal Census. 
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In 1924 they were renting to two married couples: John F. Brennan, a tailor, and his wife, Annie T.; and John L. Madigan, 
a leather worker, and his wife, Etta L.  In 1930 their tenants included Eugene Gendron, a printer, and his wife, Nodi, as 
well as Walter Gibson, a leather worker, and his wife, Margaret.  By 1936 Sanborn atlases indicate the building had been 
converted to an apartment house; the storefront addition facing Winthrop Street at number 171, which was constructed 
between 1930 and 1936, housed the Prospect Laundry (the last available Medford Directory, from 1938, is the only listing 
for this business, therefore a more detailed history of this commercial shop front’s tenants is not possible).  Later tenants 
of the house included Freeman and Cecelia D’Eeutremount, born in 1907 and 1910, respectively.  Freeman was a 
carpenter by profession; the family remained tenants until the mid-1950s. 
 

Number 181-183 Winthrop Street was constructed as a single-family house between 1868 and 1870 for 
Frederick Hanson.12  Hanson (Apr. 3, 1833 – Dec. 21, 1905), a native of Wernersbarg, Sweden, was a baker who worked 
at a commercial bakery that was located for many years on Salem Street, Withington & Co.  A careful comparison of the 
1875 and 1889 commercial atlases and 1897 Sanborn atlas suggest that by 1889 the house had been expanded, bringing 
the façade forward directly to the street as it stands today.  At that time Hanson’s son, William P. (b. 1863), established a 
shop in the front of the building.  It advertised “Choice Family Groceries, fine flour, teas, coffees and spices, choice grades 
of butter, fruit and vegetables” between 1890 and 1900.  The more accurate depictions provided by Sanborn atlases 
confirm the building’s use as a shop with a dwelling space located in the rear.  Unfortunately William P. Hanson’s 
business appears to have failed after 1900; the front room of the building is labeled either “vac. S.” or “S. vac.” by 1903 
and 1910 (Sanborn).  In addition, Hansen is identified as a school janitor in both the 1900 and 1910 Federal Census.  
Sanborn atlases also confirm that the building was enlarged through the addition of a second story between 1897 and 
1903; by 1936 the entire building is labeled “D” or dwelling.  A third generation of the Hanson family, Judson A. (1871-
1938), became a fireman and driver for Engine Company 1 and resided in the house with his wife, Ethel Mattatall, a native 
of Maine, until his death.  The house was shared as a two-family with his brother, Harlan H. (b.1875), a letter carrier, and 
his wife, Ellen B. (b. 1874) between its enlargement to two stories and 1938.  

 
 Another residential building closely associated with the two commercial buildings at the southwest corner of 
Winthrop and West streets (184 and 186 Winthrop Street) is the Maurice Geary House at 12 West Street.  Constructed 
between 1855 and 1875 as well, this was the home of the Geary family from the time of its construction until the early 20th 
century.  Maurice J. Geary (d. 1910), a native of Ireland, was a gardener and “nursery man” on a triple lot that originally 
encompassed the entire corner of West and Winthrop streets and included a large barn that does not survive.  By 1895 
the commercial building still located on the Winthrop Street frontage at 184 Winthrop Street had been constructed on the 
property.  Directory listings indicate that the shop was tenanted by Ford Brothers grocery.  Little could be determined 
regarding this enterprise other than that it was operated by John H. Ford and his brother, W. Benjamin Ford, who resided 
at 51 Summer Street, and that the pair operated a second shop at 47 Adams Street.  A careful comparison of the 1897 
and 1903 Sanborn Atlases suggests what is now 184 Winthrop Street was moved from the corner to make room for the 
taxpayer block that was constructed on the site by 1903.  Directory listings from 1900 confirm that the Ford Brothers 
relocated to the new taxpayer block on the corner (186 Winthrop Street) and the two-story mixed-use building at 184 
Winthrop Street became the shop and dwelling of William J. Geary, who had formerly operated at 130 South Street, 
across from the Winthrop Street Bridge.  Throughout this period, until 1903, both commercial buildings remained depicted 
as part of the Geary property encompassing 12 West Street, 184 and 186 Winthrop Street.  William J. Geary continued to 
operate his grocery out of 184 Winthrop Street and later, between 1909 and 1918 out of the house he purchased from 
Alfred Tufts by 1909 at 182 Winthrop Street, until his death between 1918 and 1924.  His widow remained a resident of 
182 Winthrop Street until as late as 1938 and 186 Winthrop Street operated as the Rose Tea Room c. 1924 and a branch 
of Economy Grocery Stores between 1929 and 1938 (this chain, founded in the North End of Boston in 1914 by the 
Rabinovitz family, eventually evolved into the Stop and Shop Corporation).  By 1910 the Geary property had been 
subdivided and a two-family house constructed at 4-6 West Street, which remained part of the property of William J. 
Geary.  This building housed a series of tenants, whose identities are best characterized by the occupants during 1924: 
William J. Shaw, a printer, and his wife, Katherine and James Macauly, a box fitter, and his wife, Eva M.  After the Geary 
family sold 12 West Street it became occupied by John J. Malloy, a barber whose business was located at 56 Main Street. 

 
12 The initial directory listing for Frederick Hanson is 1870, shortening the terminus ante quem for the house’s construction from 1875.  
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 During the 1855-1875 period a house was also constructed at the north east corner of Winthrop and Summer 
streets at 179 Winthrop Street for Elbridge Gardner Holmes, between 1855 and 1868.  Like the Geary property (see 
above), Holmes constructed several commercial buildings on his lot, in this case that do not survive.  Holmes (1818-
1896), a native of Hopkinton, Mass., was also a grocer, who began his business as a “driver, meat cart.”13  By 1880 his 
business was listed at the same address as his residence; although maps confirm that a dedicated building was 
constructed at the site by 1898, it was likely in place by the time of this first directory listing for the business and was 
identified as 149 Summer, located directly behind the surviving main house.  After his death the business was carried on 
by his son, Elbridge G., Jr. (d. Jan. 12, 1924).  By 1903 a second small commercial building had been constructed directly 
on Winthrop Street to the left of the house, which housed a “variety” shop run by Holmes Jr.’s widow, Mary, until as late as 
1928.  Both shop buildings, as well as two sheds in the behind the house, were demolished by 1936.  Subsequent owners 
could not be identified as the house was listed as “vacant” in 1938. 
 
 By 1903 a large dedicated mixed-use building had been constructed at 136-138 Summer Street, the James T. 
Dennison Store and Dwelling.  James Thomas Dennison (1870 – Oct. 23, 1932), a native of Canton, Massachusetts, 
was a successful merchant and bank official in Medford.  In addition to the grocery store and meat market he operated out 
of the subject building as early as 1907, he owned an automobile-related business at 29 Harvard Avenue, the Medford 
Auto Co., Inc., and served as a vice president of the Hillside Co-operative Bank and a director of the Medford Trust 
Company.14  Dennison resided in the upper stories of the subject building until moving to 14 Sagamore Avenue by 1930.  
By 1938 the building housed the Summer Street Market; the upper-story apartment was tenanted by James L. Magee, a 
chauffeur.  The store front was converted to residential use by 1950. 
 
 The last commercial building to be constructed in the area, between 1924 and 1926, is the A&P Grocery at 176-
180A Winthrop Street.  The building’s principal tenant was a branch of The Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Co. between 
at least 1926 and 1938.  Founded in New York City in 1860 and under its present name in 1869, by 1900 it had 
established over 200 stores and by 1930 16,000.  “The A&P had a dramatic impact on American retailing, pioneering the 
chain store that would eventually become a hallmark of shopping and economic life in the United States.”15  Another 
branch was located during this period on Boston Avenue (see MDF.AH).  Other tenants in 1930 included the variety store 
of John Boiari at #180, the meat market of Thomas Caper at #180B, and Imperial Cleaners at #180C.  By 1938 all of 
these tenants had changed or changed their names: #180 housed the Winthrop Spa (a local regional name for a small 
variety store), the Mystic Barber Shop, and Tufts Valet Service, a tailor.   
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MHC # Assessor’s # Street # Street Name Historic Name Form/Style Use/Type Const. 

Date 
MDF.1078 O-07-26 136-138 Summer Street Dennison Store Queen Anne Commercial 1900-1903 
MDF.1079 O-07-27 140 Summer Street Robbins House Italianate End house 1855-1875 
MDF.1080 N-06-49 146 Summer Street Clark House Italianate Side gable 1855-1875 
MDF.1081 N-06-48 152 Summer Street Martin House Italianate Side gable 1855-1875 
MDF.1082 N-06-83 12 West Street Geary House Italianate End house 1855-1875 
MDF.1081 N-06-48 171 Winthrop Street Prospect Laundry Italianate Commercial 1930-1936 
MDF.1083 N-06-54 176-178A Winthrop Street A&P Grocery Neoclassical Commercial 1924-1926 
MDF.1084 N-06-51 179 Winthrop Street Holmes House GR/Gothic Cross gable 1855-1868 
MDF.1085 N-06-52 181-183 Winthrop Street Hanson Store Indeterminate Commercial 1868-1870 
MDF.1086 N-06-53 182 Winthrop Street Tufts House Indeterminate End house Pre-1855 
MDF.1087 N-06-86 184 Winthrop Street Geary Store Queen Anne Commercial 1889-1895 
MDF.1088 N-06-86 186 Winthrop Street Geary Store indeterminate Commercial 1897-1903 
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1875 F.W. Beers Atlas, P. 108, Medford Square 

 
(the size of this map was adjusted to maximize clarity) 
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1897 Sanborn Atlas, Plate 13 
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136-138, 140, and 146 Summer Street (left to right) 

 
 
136-138, 140, 146 and 152 Summer Street (left to right), 171 Winthrop Street far right 
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176-178A, 184, 186 Winthrop Street and 4-6 and 12 West Street (left to right) 

 
 
176-178A, 184 and 186 Winthrop Street (left to right) 
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181-183 and 179 Winthrop Street (left to right) 

 
 
181-183 and 179 Winthrop Street, 152 Summer Street, and 171 Winthrop Street (left to right) 
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182 Winthrop Street 

 
 
 
140 Summer Street 
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12 West Street 

 
 
146 Summer Street 

 


