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NRDIS Middlesex Canal MDF.AC 11/19/2009 
 
Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): West Medford 
  

Address:  130 Boston Avenue 

Historic Name:   Wolfe-Hall House 

Uses: Present:  single-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   ca 1890 

Source:   deeds, maps 

Style/Form:    Queen Anne/ end house 

Architect/Builder:   evidently Moses W. Mann 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   fieldstone or possibly poured concrete 

Wall/Trim:   wood shingle and clapboard/ wood 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  none 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  none 
 
 

Condition:   excellent 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   3,125 square feet 

Setting:    Dense mix of late-19th through early 20th 
century residential and commercial uses. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

This resource was listed on the NRHP in 2009 because if falls within the site of the Middlesex Canal, MDF.AC, 11/19/2009.  
The property was assigned an MHC number but no other information was recorded. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Wolfe-Hall House, constructed ca. 1890 in a Queen Anne idiom with Eastlake overtones, is among the best-
preserved buildings in private hands observed by this writer.  This comfortably scaled gabled end house, despite some physical 
deterioration, remains in near-original condition with regard to exterior and interior building fabric, finishes and fixtures.  The 
house is massed in two-and-a-half stories under a high gable with a narrow, deep footprint.  Overall dimensions are 18 feet wide 
by 38 feet deep.  The building is expanded by a shallow, open, full front porch that is partially recessed under a projecting 
second story and gable above.  The right half of the first-story façade is filled by a deep canted bay.  A second rectangular bay 
centered on the right elevation extends through the eave to three full stories capped by a gable, and the attic is further expanded 
by a shed dormer forward of the bay.  A deep, open porch filling the rear pile on the right shelters a rear entrance.  The rear 
elevation extends four feet beyond the main gabled massed under a lower shed. 
 
 The house is richly articulated in original surviving Queen Anne and Eastlake, or Stick, detail generously arranged in a 
field of stained wood shingles in a staggered pattern covering the lower two stories.  The main front gable is decorated by panels 
covered in clapboard and shingle defined by horizontal and vertical trim.  Panels of angled clapboards flank a paired window 
opening, above which are more staggered shingles.  The rake boards are smooth but are decorated by a regular pattern of 
raised blocks that suggest purlin ends.  All of these rich textures broken by trim boards that suggest exposed framing are 
characteristic of both the Queen Anne and Stick styles that were often blended during this period.  Architectural historian Vincent 
Scully, known for classifying and naming the “Stick” nomenclature, characterized it in this manner: 
 

…boards and shingles are contained within strict vertical panels framed by wood strips…and…indicate the timber 
skeleton within…sharply cut off from any surface continuity by this sense of the skeleton frame which 
obtrudes…the visual effect is of a skinless architecture with all its nerves and tendons exposed.  It is an 
architecture of sticks, expressing the structural fact of the members of its frame.  This quality of the stick is even 
more apparent in those shadowy voids which Downing loved, the piazza and the veranda.1 

 
This textured effect is enhanced by the extension of the foundation upward into the body of the building in the front pile, 

where Flemish-bond brick with a pattern of protruding headers creates an exterior dado below a shingled skirt at the window-sill 
level.  The front porch is composed of square columns resting on brick piers that support a rail of turned balusters; the posts 
support a pierced freeze with elaborate pierced brackets.  The main porch roof is a shed but extends into the body of the 
projecting upper story with decorative gables with molded rake boards at either end sheathed in vertical boards above a 
modillioned cornice.  The right-rear porch is similar but with turned posts.  Elsewhere the body of the house is divided 
horizontally by a thick, molded band course between stories.  The modillioned cornices of the porches are carried to the base of 
the bay at the third-floor level and the face of the shed dormer. 

 
The house retains original two-over-two sash, some with original wood hanging storms.  The fenestration pattern is 

regular and symmetrical across the front and sides with minor exceptions:  A larger opening in the first level of the right-side bay 
has elaborate cottage sash in the upper light, and a “piano” in the forward pile in this side of the house and a stair-light opposite 
all have stained glass.  A pair of window openings in the shed dormer is fully arched. 

 
The house’s interior is equally well-preserved.  Recent real estate marketing photography reproduced below reveals a 

distinctive side-hall plan with a reverse stair that begins at the end of the hall and rises toward the front.  This arrangement 
provides a much wider hall space just inside the main entrance.  The right side of the building is filled with a parlor and dining 
room with its original Renaissance Revival fireplace mantel.  The kitchen in the rear pile retains original fixtures and finishes.   

 
1 Vincent J. Scully, Jr., The Shingle Style and the Stick Style, Revised (Yale University Press, 1971) p. xlvi. 
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The house is sited on its deep, narrow lot at a modest setback that matches the surrounding dense residential 

streetscape.  This block of Boston Avenue near its crossing over the Mystic River is mixed with several early 20th-century two-
part commercial buildings sited directly on the frontage.  Like its residential neighbors the lot is planted with open lawn and 
mature foundation and specimen plantings.  A narrow drive paved in brick fills the right side yard.  
 
   
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 
 The history of ownership contained in the chain of title for this property strongly suggests this house was designed and 
built by prolific West Medford builder Moses Witcher Mann (1846-1933).  Mann was a prolific local carpenter/builder whose 
advantageous marriage to Elizabeth Jenkins Clapp, a stepdaughter of Samuel Socrates Holton (1817-1894), greatly benefited 
his career.2  S.S. Holton, with his son Samuel Slade (b. 1851) developed much of West Medford using Mann as their primary 
contractor (see West Medford Overview and Recommendations, Medford Historical Commission web site and Medford Hillside 
History of Development).   
 

Moses W. Mann engaged in business with his father as a builder, for some two years after reaching his majority.  
At the time of his marriage was in charge of improvements in the western part of Medford, building the first house 
in the section then opening up, now almost entirely filled with residences, many of which were erected by him, a 
section now one of the most attractive of the city.  He has been actively engaged in building, and has nearly all 
the year since been a resident of West Medford, doing much to promote its growth and prosperity.3 

 
In addition to his role in the development of West Medford, Mann was very active in the Medford Historical Society, later serving 
as editor of its regular publication, the Medford Historical Register and designing and building its headquarters at 10 Governors 
Avenue in 1916 (MDF.119).  During the early 20th century he authored numerous articles for the Register, including “The West 
End Schoolhouse,” Vol. 8, 1905; “A Pioneer Railroad and How it was Built,” Vol. 12, 1909; “The Mystic Works,” 1917; and 
“Medford Steamboat Days,” Vol. 17, 1914. 
 
 Middlesex County indexes to deeds indicate Mann, his wife and father-in-law were actively trading lots within a 
subdivision recorded in 1891 that depicted seven lots and buildings that filled the north side of Boston Avenue between Arlington 
Street and the Mystic River crossing, reproduced below, continuation sheet 8.  These complex series of transactions may have 
served to finance the family’s real estate development efforts and to protect their assets from potential creditors.  In August of 
1891 Mann sold the subject property, identified as lot 5, to Frances E. Hartlen, the wife of William Hartlen, for consideration of 
$3,000 with “buildings thereon.”  There is no record of the Hartlens, who were natives of Nova Scotia, living in Medford or 
anywhere else in Massachusetts.  However their daughter, Ida (b 1862), who married Frank L. Wolfe, a brass finisher, in 
Medford in 1881, was recorded residing at 128 Boston Avenue in 1900.  A section of the block depicted on the 1903 Sanborn 
map indicates that this section of Boston Avenue was soon after renumbered and that at the time the subject house was 
numbered 128, placing the Wolfes here during this period.  The household included two children born during the early 1880s.  
The same census return indicates that at this time Moses Mann resided next door to the west at what is now 128 Boston 
Avenue.4 
 
 In 1900 Frances Hartlen sold the property to Catherine E. Hall, the wife of William Samuel Hall.  Hall (b 1870), a native 
of Illinois, worked as a pressman for a Boston newspaper during his entire active career.  Little else could be ascertained 
regarding his life through readily available records.  The Hall family, which included two children, Clara Dorothy (b 1899), who 
never married and had no occupation, and John W.B. (b. 1901), a clerk, owned the property until 1971 when it was sold by Clara 
D. Hall to Eugene S. Manganaro.  There is no record of Manganaro’s residence in Medford; he resided for most of his life at 125 
Pearl Street, Cambridge.  His parents Peter and Camilla were both natives of Italy and no connection to the Halls could be 
established.  A 1959 newspaper account of Eugene Manganaro’s receipt of departmental honors for outstanding work in the field 

 
2 Boston Daily Globe, Mar. 11, 1933, p. 13 (Obituary, incl. portrait). 
3 William Frederick Whitcher, Descendants of Chase Whitcher of Warren, N.H., Fourth in Descent from Thomas Whittier of Salisbury 
(Haverhill), Mass.  (News Book and Job Print, 1907) pp. 68-69. 
4 MCSRD 2102:414 (1892); Ancestry.com: 1900 Federal Census. 
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of electrical engineering at the University of New Mexico identify his profession, but little else could be established regarding his 
life or use of the subject property during his period of ownership since 1971.5 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Maps and atlases: 
 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 
 

 
View from W. 
 

 
5 MCSRD 2827:92 (1900); Ancestry.com: 1910-1940 Federal Census, inclusive. 
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Porch trim and brick dado detail. 
 

 
Main gable detail. 
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Front hall and stair from front door (all interior images from https://www.movoto.com/medford-ma/130-boston-ave-medford-ma-
02155/pid_8ldwq42tfh/for-sale/, MLS #72912716, accessed 12/8/2021. 
 

 
Parlor facing forward. 
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Dining room facing rear. 
 

 
Kitchen. 
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Bath. 
 

 
Basement that appears to show a poured-concrete foundation.  This would be a very early use of this technique.  
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MCSRD Plan 70:10, 1891 depicting the Mann/ Holton subdivision and the subject house indicated by a red arrow. 

 


