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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): Fulton Heights 
  

Address:  232 Fulton Street 

Historic Name:   Squillario Tenant House 

Uses: Present:  single-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   ca. 1930 

Source:   deeds 

Style/Form:    Craftsman/ bungalow 

Architect/Builder:   likely Joseph Consolmagno 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   stone 

Wall/Trim:   vinyl/ vinyl 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  none 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  Possible porch enclosure, 
20th century; siding, sash and door replacements with vinyl, 
late 20th century.  
 
 
Condition:   fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.1 acre 

Setting:    Dense mix of late-19th through early 20th 
century residential use. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Squillario Tenant House, built ca. 1930, is an example of the bungalow house type which, despite minor alterations, 
may retain evidence of original character-defining Craftsman-style details.  The origins of the bungalow type are not clear but are 
thought to have emerged from the colonial experiences of northern Europeans during the 19th century, when native dwellings 
were adopted by colonizers in Southeast Asia and brought back to the homeland.1  This type of small, affordable house became 
popular during the early 20th century throughout North America.  This example is massed in a narrow, deep rectangle under a 
low-pitched hipped roof.  The interior is expanded by a canted bay centered on the left- (south) side elevation and the attic is lit 
by hipped dormers centered on the front and rear facets of the roof, but the attic is likely to low to house livable space.  An 
enclosed rear porch with a shed roof fills the left half of the rear elevation.  Overall dimensions are 25 feet wide by 42 feet deep.  
Fenestration patterns in the left-front quadrant of the plan consisting of tripart windows suggest this corner of the house may 
originally have been an open porch, large liminal spaces being a common feature of bungalows.  Despite siding and sash 
replacements during recent decades, the original Craftsman-style front door survives. 
 
 The deep, narrow footprint suggests an interior plan defined by scholar of vernacular architecture Thomas C. Hubka as 
a bungalow or Progressive Era plan.  Hubka argues that this plan was a major improvement over earlier 19th century designs for 
worker and middle-class housing that coincided with other improvements in household technology such as fully equipped 
kitchens and three-fixture baths equipped with plumbing, electricity and other public utilities, multiple private bedrooms and 
formal dedicated spaces that included living and dining rooms.  Such plans are characterized by double ranks of rooms with 
public living, dining and kitchen on one side and between two and three bedrooms and bath on the other.  The location of the 
bay on the left side suggests this is the location of the reception spaces.2 
 
 The Squillario House is sited at a shallow setback on a minimal suburban lot that matches the surrounding historic 
streetscape in terms of siting and building mass.  A garage is located in the basement at the left end of the façade and is 
accommodated by a high foundation made possible by a steep upward grade away from the frontage.  A run of stairs at the right 
edge of the lot leads to a high brick stoop oriented to the right side that leads to a central recessed entrance.  The heavily 
vegetated front garden is retained by a concrete wall. 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 
 Historic period maps display this block lining the west side of Fulton Street in the ownership of Samuel C. Lawrence in 
1898 (Stadly city atlas).  The physical appearance of the subject property’s neighbors to the north and south suggest they date 
to this period or before.  Samuel Crocker Lawrence (1832 – 1911) was a son of Daniel Lawrence (1797-1879), owner of the 
Medford rum distillery.  The younger Lawrence and his brothers were successful in expanding the family’s manufacturing 
interests and, particularly Samuel, became extensive landholders in Medford.3  In 1928 Lawrence’s heirs, trustees under the will 
of his widow, Caroline R. Lawrence, sold a 67,075 square foot parcel to Samuel Senna of Revere, who almost immediately sold 
to Anthony J. Consolmagno of Medford.4  In 1932 a subdivision plan was recorded but the plan has not yet been located. 
 
 Both Anthony James Consolmagno (1899-1960) and Edwin S. Consolmagno (1893-1964) were residents of Medford 
and practiced as lawyers.  Anthony was educated at Tufts and Edwin at Boston University Law School.  With their mother, 

 
1 Clay Lancaster, The American Bungalow, 1880-1930 (Dover, 1985) ch. 1. 
2 Thomas C. Hubka, How the Working-Class Home Became Modern, 1900-1940 (University of Minnesota Press, 2020) pp. 117-129. 
3 See MDF.AO, continuation sheet 5; George F. Moore, “Samuel Crocker Lawrence, Patriot, Philanthropist and Freemason,” New Age 
Magazine, Vol. 15 (Supreme Council, 33; Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction, 1911) pp. 401-403; and: 
Proceedings of the Council of Deliberation (Freemasons, Massachusetts, Supreme Council of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, 1918) pp. 
37-39. 
4 MCSRD 5217:520 (1928), Senna to Consolmagno, references a previous deed from William B. Lawrence, George L. Batchelder and Ernest 
B. Moore, Trustees under the will of Caroline R. Lawrence dated Apr. 2, 1928, to Senna but there is no book and page reference. 
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Jennie (Martino, 1867-1931), many transactions in Fulton Heights and elsewhere in Medford were recorded in registry indexes 
involving sales of lots, mortgages, discharges, and some possessions by creditors, suggesting their success in developing the 
neighborhood was not consistent.  Their father, Joseph Consolmagno (born ca. 1866), was a house carpenter and contractor/ 
builder, suggesting he acted extensively as a real estate developer in Fulton Heights during the early 20th century but held 
property in his wife’s or son’s names, a common practice at the time designed to protect assets from creditors.  Edwin 
Consolmagno’s obituary identified his place of birth as Acquavia, Italy, a small town in the Apulia region, suggesting this was the 
family’s place of origin.  Circumstances suggest this house and its contemporary neighbors were built by Joseph Consolmagno.5 
 

In 1930 lot 8, the subject property, was sold by Jennie Consomagno to John and Matilda Londy, who immediately sold it 
to Gina Squillario of West Roxbury subject to a first mortgage of $3,000 held by the Boston Five Cents Savings Bank.  Gina 
Squillario (1904-1988) was the wife of Angelo Squillario, a hotel waiter.  Both were natives of Italy and resided at 126 Hampden 
Street, Boston, during the 1930s and 1940s, suggesting they were absentee landlords.  The occupants of the house during the 
late 1930s were Giovanni P. Lunati, a wood carver, and his wife, Mary.  The property remained in the ownership of Enes 
Harwood, a daughter of Gina Squillario, and Enes’ daughter, Julie Harwood, until recently.6      
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Maps and atlases: 
 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 

 
5 Ancestry.com: 1920, 1930 Federal Census; US WWII Draft Registration Cards: Anthony James Consolmagno; Boston Daily Globe, Sep. 19, 
1931, p. 8 (death notice, Jennie Consolmagno); Ibid, Mar. 7, 1964, p. 17 (obituary, Edwin S. Consomagno); Boston Herald, Oct. 17, 1960, p. 
10 (obituary, Anthony Consolmagno).   
6 MCSRD 5498:145-146 (1930); 19385:7 (1988); 79699:341 (2022); 79759:15 (2022); Ancestry.com: 1940 Federal Census; 1938 Medford city 
directory. 
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Rear elevation from NW.  

 


