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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): West Medford 
  

Address:  69 Jerome Street 

Historic Name:   Moulton-Heath-Smith House 

Uses: Present:  single-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   ca. 1875 

Source:   maps, deeds 

Style/Form:    Gothic Revival/ end house 

Architect/Builder:   likely Moses W. Mann 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   parged 

Wall/Trim:   vinyl/ wood 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  detached garage 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  Siding, sash and doors, 
late-20th century. 
 
 

Condition:   Fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.1 acre 

Setting:    Dense mix of late-19th through early 20th 
century residential use. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Moulton-Heath-Smith House, ca. 1875, is a distinctive example of the common end house form but with an unusual 
high gambrel-front roof framed with knee-walls.  Knee-wall framing was a common method for expanding upper-story space 
without the expense of a full second story during this period.  It is characterized by the placement of the main plate a half-story 
above the second floor. This example is massed in a typical narrow, deep footprint with generous dimensions of 24 feet wide by 
40 feet deep.  Rectangular shed-roofed bays are centered on the left (west) half of the façade and left side elevation.  The bay in 
the left side has been expanded upward into a projecting shed dormer added, based on appearance, during the 20th century.  
Other later alterations include an enclosed, shed-roofed entrance porch filling the right half of the façade and a double-deck rear 
porch with an open first level and an enclosed, shed-roofed upper level.   
 

The interior plan is suggested by the right-side entrance and placement of the bays on the left, indicating a side-hall on 
the right with reception spaces filling the left two thirds.  This is confirmed by interior plans included with on-line marketing 
information and contemporary photographs reproduced below.  These images depict changes to many of the interior finishes but 
also demonstrate that the original turned hardwood stair survives. 

 
Although porches have been enclosed and the building sided in vinyl clapboards during recent decades, the original 

Gothic-flavored cornice and rake treatments survive.  These include distinctive pierced floral barge boards along the rake of the 
façade gambrel.  The peak of the gambrel is decorated by a distinctive shelf supported by prominent brackets.  Elsewhere other 
original or early building fabric may survive beneath the vinyl, including decorative shaped shingles or other trim such as window 
casings or sash.  A small decorative window appears to survive in the upper-right corner of the façade.  Similar cornice 
treatments survive on the neighboring house at 40 Fairfield Street, also likely built by Moses Mann. 

 
The house is sited at a shallow setback on a minimal 50- by 80-foot lot.  The open lawn with mature specimen plantings 

is interrupted by a concrete walkway that leads to a concrete stoop at the main entrance.  An asphalt drive to the left of the 
house leads along a concrete wall that retains the front and side lawns to a detached, hip-roofed garage constructed of 
rusticated cinderblock, suggesting an early 20th-century provenance. 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 
 In April of 1874 Medford builder and architect Moses W. Mann purchased a lot of land from his step-father-in-law S.S. 
Holton.  This lot, identified as number 59 on the subdivision plan reproduced below, filled the end of the block bound by Jerome, 
Fairfield and Lincoln streets and was soon after subdivided.  Restrictions included a 20-foot setback from the frontage and “only 
buildings for dwelling houses and those appurtenant thereto.”1  Moses Witcher Mann (1846-1933) was a prolific local 
carpenter/builder whose advantageous marriage to Elizabeth Jenkins Clapp, a stepdaughter of Samuel Socrates Holton (1817-
1894), greatly benefited his career.2  S.S. Holton, with his son Samuel Slade (b. 1851) developed much of West Medford using 
Mann as their primary contractor (see West Medford Overview and Recommendations, Medford Historical Commission web site 
and Medford Hillside History of Development).   
 

Moses W. Mann engaged in business with his father as a builder, for some two years after reaching his majority.  
At the time of his marriage was in charge of improvements in the western part of Medford, building the first house 
in the section then opening up, now almost entirely filled with residences, many of which were erected by him, a 
section now one of the most attractive of the city.  He has been actively engaged in building, and has nearly all 
the year since been a resident of West Medford, doing much to promote its growth and prosperity.3 

 
1 MSCRD 1314:165 (1874). 
2 Boston Daily Globe, Mar. 11, 1933, p. 13 (Obituary, incl. portrait). 
3 William Frederick Whitcher, Descendants of Chase Whitcher of Warren, N.H., Fourth in Descent from Thomas Whittier of Salisbury 
(Haverhill), Mass.  (News Book and Job Print, 1907) pp. 68-69. 
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In addition to his role in the development of West Medford, Mann was very active in the Medford Historical Society, later serving 
as editor of its regular publication, the Medford Historical Register and designing and building its headquarters at 10 Governors 
Avenue in 1916 (MDF.119).  During the early 20th century he authored numerous articles for the Register, including “The West 
End Schoolhouse,” Vol. 8, 1905; “A Pioneer Railroad and How it was Built,” Vol. 12, 1909; “The Mystic Works,” 1917; and 
“Medford Steamboat Days,” Vol. 17, 1914. 
 
 Four months after purchasing lot 59 for $1,500 in September of 1874, Mann gave a mortgage of $1,400 to the 
Mercantile Savings institution of Boston, posting as collateral a 50-foot-wide section of lot 59 fronting Jerome Street.  This 
enabled him to subdivide lot 59 into four smaller lots and finance the construction of the subject house, which he likely built or 
partially designed from stock plans shortly afterward.  Mann was charged 8% interest at a time when both private and 
institutional mortgages almost universally ran between 4 and 6%, suggesting he represented a risk to the bank.  Subsequently in 
1878 the bank, at the time in receivership, foreclosed.  All of this suggests the impacts of the Panic of 1873 at a granular level.4 
 
 In 1879 the property was acquired by Julia M. Moulton from the receivers of the Mercantile Savings Institution for 
consideration of $850.  Several transactions between the bank’s receivers and Charles H. Johnson of Boston the previous year 
valued the property at $1,400, further illustrating the impacts of broader economic trends at this time.  Although she only owned 
the property for just-under two years, local directories indicate she resided there.  Little could be ascertained regarding Julia 
Moulton (1830-1882).  She was a daughter of George and Alice (Lander) Moulton of Hallowell, Maine, where she was born.  She 
did not marry and did not hold an occupation other than keeping house; the 1880 town directory listed her alone at the address 
but she may have taken in boarders.5 
 
 Between 1881 and 1885 the property was owned by Charles W. and Sarah H. Cross of Boston; there is no record of 
their residence in Medford so they were likely absentee landlords or speculators.  The house was owned by Angie D.B. Heath, 
the wife of George H. Heath, and occupied by both between 1885 and 1903.  George Henry Heath (1835-1907) was a native of 
Maine and a commission furniture salesman by trade.  He was married to Angie D. Brackett and the household included their 
daughter Ethel June Rose Heath (1875-1945), who worked as a teacher of English.  After selling the house in 1903 the Heath 
family moved to Brookline.6 
 
 The house was acquired by Samuel Broadbent of Revere from the Heaths in 1903 and sold by him in 1906.  Broadbent, 
a native of England, resided in Boston’s South End at various addresses as a boarder between 1900 and 1920 with his wife, 
Verona (whose name appears on the deed of sale, where she released rights of homestead) and worked as a real estate 
broker.7  In 1906 the property was acquired by William H. Smith and his wife Annie from Broadbent.  Consideration was not 
specified but Smith later gave a mortgage to the Workingman’s Co-Op Bank for $1,300.  William H. (born ca. 1880) and Annie 
Smith (born ca. 1875) were natives of Virginia of African American descent (recorded as “B” or “neg.” in period census returns 
under race).  William Smith worked as a laborer, later employed by the state park commission or MDC (Metropolitan District 
Commission) during the 1920s through 1940s.  In 1910 their household included two “state wards,” also African American, born 
in Massachusetts by parents of unknown origin.  They were Morris St. Clair (born ca. 1902) and William Webster (born ca. 
1903).  In 1920 William Webster, by that time age 17, remained part of the household, still a state ward, and worked as a laborer 
in a garage.  No records of the Smith’s own children have been located.  Annie Smith died prior to 1929, when William Smith 
conveyed joint ownership to his second wife Emily J. Smith (ca. 1891-1946).8 
 
 Subsequent owners included Edward E. and Milbur E. Whitaker, who acquired the property in 1952 and whose heirs 
remain the current owners of record.9 
 

 
4 MCSRD 1321:491 (1874); 1491:243-245 (1878). 
5 MCSRD 1514:579 (1879, see also 1491:243-245, 1878); Ancestry: vital records, birth, death; 1880 Federal Census; 1880 Medford town 
directory. 
6 MCSRD 1566:45 (1881); 1729:477 (1885); Ancestry: 1900 Federal Census; vital records, marriage, death; 1897, 1905 Medford city 
directories. 
7 MCSRD 3037:514 (1903); 3255:493 (1906); Ancestry: 1900-1920 Federal Census, inclusive. 
8 MCSRD 5321:533 (1929); 7395:589-590 (1949) and 7997:255 (1952) record transfers of ownership between the Smiths and Stephen W. and 
Phillis A. Douglas: further research may ascertain the nature of their relationship.  
9 MCSRD 7997:256 (1952); 32511:305 (2001); 58625:327 (2012). 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Maps and atlases: 
 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 
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Cornice detail, projecting façade bay. 
 

 
Cornice detail, façade gable peak.
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FIGURES 

 
MCSRD Plan 17B:51A of 2 (1870) depicting the subdivision of West Medford by S.S. Holton.  Lot 59 purchased by Moses 
W. Mann in 1874, later further subdivided into four lots as currently configured, is indicated by a red arrow.  Note the 
previous name of Jerome Street: Myrtle, changed to avoid confusion with another Myrtle Street in Medford. 
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1875 Beers county atlas showing the initial depiction of the subject house, labeled “M.W. Mann,” is indicated by a red 
arrow.  Note that the name of Linden Street has been changed to Fairfield.                             
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Realtor.com captured 3/2022 showing the current plan. 

 
Realtor.com captured 3/2022 depicting the original turned hardwood newel and hand rail.
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[If appropriate, cut and paste the text below into an inventory form’s last continuation sheet.] 
 
 
 

                      National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 
 
 
 
Check all that apply: 
 

  Individually eligible               Eligible only in a historic district 
 

  Contributing to a potential historic district           Potential historic district 
 
 
 
Criteria:         A           B           C        D 
 
Criteria Considerations:         A         B        C       D         E         F          G 
 
 
                   Statement of Significance by_John D. Clemson______________________ 
                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 
                       

The Moulton-Heath-Smith House, ca. 1875, would contribute to a potential National Register District, the boundaries of 
which have yet to be determined, that would document Medford’s African American community which emerged during the 
late-19th century.  This community occupied the surrounding blocks of West Medford bounded roughly by High Street and 
Boston Avenue to the north and the Mystic River to the south.  This area, including schools, churches and other 
institutions, continues to house a vibrant community which contributes to the city’s rich social history.  Additional research 
would shed light on this community’s history, development and its contributions to the development of the city of Medford 
and the surrounding region.  The area is characterized by well-preserved, dense residential development of a wide variety 
of types and forms from the late-19th through early 20th centuries that retain integrity of location, setting, design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association, meeting criteria A and C.  Areas of significance include architecture, community 
planning and development, ethnic heritage, and social history.  The area abuts the West Medford Commercial Area 
(MDF.AE), which has also been recommended for National Register listing as a potential historic district. 


