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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): Hillside 
  

Address:  146 Summer Street 

Historic Name:   Calvin H. Clark House 

Uses: Present:  single-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   ca. 1860 

Source:   deeds, maps 

Style/Form:    Italianate/ gable block or ell house 

Architect/Builder:   likely Theophilus Boyd Johnson, 
Johnson Brothers 
Exterior Material: 

Foundation:    

Wall/Trim:   vinyl/ vinyl 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  detached garden 
shed 
 
Major Alterations (with dates):  Rear and side-porch 
addtions, probably 20th century; siding and door, recent 
decades. 
 
 
Condition:   fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.2 acre 

Setting:    Dense mix of late-19th through early 20th 
century residential and commercial uses. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Calvin H. Clark House was initially documented in 2014 as part of MDF.AJ, Winthrop-Summer Area, and is being 
updated in preparation for a hearing of the Medford Historical Commission scheduled for May of 2022.  As part of this process it 
will be reassessed for recommendation for listing on the National Register as part of a district that could include wider sections of 
Hillside.  The Clark House, built ca. 1860, is a two-story side-gabled house of three bays with a center entry.  The entry is placed 
in a small enclosed porch which originally may have been open; this porch has a distinctive concave hip that may be an original 
feature that speaks to the house’s likely Italianate styling.  Although extensive additions to the rear have obscured its original 
plan, Sanborn maps indicate it originally had a narrow single-story ell just off-center against the rear elevation, which classified it 
as an ell house, a type which was common during the early to-mid 19th century.  The ell house type is defined by a single-pile 
main body reserved for genteel purposes, which is the case here, and a narrower rear ell which housed work spaces.  The 
dimensions of the original main body are 36 feet wide by 19 feet deep.  Currently the rear elevation is filled by a two-story, flat-
roofed pile that extends an additional 15 feet to the rear.  Map evidence indicates this expansion took place between 1910 and 
1936.  A second lower shed-roofed pile beyond that dating to post-1950 expands the building another 11 feet.  Additionally a 
side porch, also post-1950, with dimensions of 11 feet wide and 17 feet deep, was added to the left (east) side in line with the 
second rear pile. 
 
 Currently recent vinyl siding obscures the house’s original articulation but evidence for this may survive underneath.  
The plan of the house is suggested by its massing, regular and symmetrical fenestration pattern, and center entry.  A stove 
chimney centered on the roof suggests a lobby entrance with a winding stair flanked by receptions spaces.  The enlarged rear 
piles likely house additional sitting and work spaces and bedrooms.  Despite alterations this house reflects the earliest phase of 
Hillside’s development during the second half of the 19th century.  It remains an important component of a largely intact 
neighborhood that was part of a planned residential development of the 1850s and largely survives intact. 
 
 The house is sited near the frontage on a generous lot landscaped with open lawn and mature foundation plantings.  A 
low metal fence of recent vintage enclosed the property.  There does not appear to be any off-street parking.  Maps depict a 
substantial outbuilding at the left-rear corner of the property by 1889.  In 1910 this building was labelled “hen house” and by 
1910 had been expanded to house automobiles.  By 1950 the original portion had been removed and since that date the larger 
garage was removed and a gabled shed placed behind the house.    
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 
 The Clark House is among the earliest houses constructed in a planned residential subdivision recorded in 1854 that fills 
the east side of Winthrop Street (originally South Street), both sides of Summer Street and Curtis Street, and extends north to 
the south side of South Street parallel to the south bank of the Mystic River.  The subdivision’s developers were Theophilus 
Boyd Johnson (1823-1898) and Jonathan Oldham (born May 1813).  Both were shipwrights and the history of ownership 
demonstrates they purchased the land from local ship builder Paul Curtis, who resided at 114 South Street (MDF.51, NR IND 
5/6/1975), evidently shortly before the plan was recorded in 1854 and Curtis moved to Boston ca. 1852.1  Directory listings and 
Federal Census enumerations indicate that Johnson and his brother Cleopas B. Johnson, who resided elsewhere on Summer 
Street, were active carpenter-builders operating as Johnson Brothers until as late as 1870.  Johnson was a native of Medford 
who married first to Abby L. Burges in 1848 and second to Elizabeth (Payne) Hersey in 1881 after relocating to Worcester by 
that time, where he died.  Jonathan Oldham, a native of Scituate, also moved from ship to house building during the 1850s, 
according to census records.  His success as a developer is suggested by his election to the State legislature, dates unknown.  
Circumstances suggest both may have been former employees of Paul Curtis.2  Several houses included in the Winthrop-

 
1 MCSRD 913:368 (1863).  This deed for the subject property references a previous deed from Paul Curtis to Theophilus B. Johnson but does 
not reference a book and page or date. 
2 The Massachusetts Register, For the Year 1855 (Geo. Adams, 1855) p. 13; Ancestry.com: vital records, birth, marriage, death; 1860 Federal 
Census; 1865 Massachusetts State Census. 
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Summer Commercial Area MHC Inventory Form (see MDF.AJ) are indicative of the character, style and type of houses evidently 
constructed by Johnson Brothers within the subdivision.  They include 179 Winthrop Street and 140, 146 (the subject property) 
and 152 Summer Street.  All are fairly commodious, elaborate examples of Italianate styling constructed for mid-level 
professionals or tradesmen. 
 

In 1863 the subject property, described as lots 23 and 24 on the 1854 plan (reproduced below), was acquired by Calvin 
H.  Clark “with buildings thereon” for $1,600.  Clark agreed to assume a mortgage of $750 from Johnson to George D. Porter as 
part of the purchase price.  The mortgage deed’s date of 1859 suggests a likely construction date.3  Calvin Howard Clark (1835 
– 1907), a native of Wells, Maine, was a ship carpenter who shifted to general carpentry as the ship building industry declined in 
Medford after the Civil War.  He also could therefore be attributed as the house’s builder but the financial arrangements suggest 
it was Johnson.4 

 
In early life he was a house carpenter, then a ship carpenter, and then a carpenter in a large manufacturing 
establishment, from which he was called by the first Mayor of Medford, General Lawrence, to the offices of 
inspector of buildings and overseer of the poor [Samuel C. Lawrence, a republican, served 1893-1894].  In the 
latter position, where he had to stand between the worthy poor, the unworthy poor and the city treasury, 
dispensing justly, his conscientiousness and painstaking care will be more appreciated as time goes on.5 
 
Clark was an active Mason, member of the First Baptist Church, and served as an agent of the Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Children.6  He resided at the subject property until his death with his second wife, Dene B. (Frey, born 
1839), a native of Concord, Vermont, and, at various times, four adult children, Charles Brooks (born 1877), a lieutenant in the 
army; Charlotte (born 1879); Lizzie L. (born 1860); Lucy (born 1863); and a foster-daughter, Edith Rogers (born 1890).7  The 
1903 Sanborn Atlas demonstrates that the flat-roofed rear extension, which replaced a perpendicular ell, was constructed after 
that date and likely after Clark’s death and the sale of the house.  Between 1906 and 1935 the house was owned and occupied 
by Constantino Celata (aka Celati), a driver, and his wife, Lucy.  By 1938 it housed two families: Oscar P. Semple, a grocery 
clerk with a branch of the A&P Tea Company located at 180A Winthrop Street (more below) and Louis E. Vendice, also a 
grocery clerk with a branch of First National Stores, which was located at 434 Salem Street, and his wife, Eleanor.  Vendice and 
his heirs owned the property from 1935 until 1996, selling to the current owner of record.8    
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Maps and atlases: 
 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 
 

 
3 MCSRD 913:368 (1863); mortgage deed from TB Johnson to George D. Porter: 832:483 (1859). 
4 Cirtificate of Death (Ancestry web site). 
5 Obituary, Medford Historical Register, Vol. 10 (The Society, 1907) pp. 69-70. 
6 Ibid. 
7 1880, 1900 Federal Census. 
8 MCSRD 3265:449 (1906); 5990:151 (1935); 20459:579 (1990); 26198:442 (1996); see also Clemson, “A History of Land Use Development, 
Medford Hillside, 2014. 
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MCSRD Plan 6:54 (A of 2), 1854 showing half of the Johnson & Oldham subdivision plan.  The subject property is lots 23 and 24 
indicated by a red arrow.  Note north is lower left. 
 



INVENTORY FORM B  CONTINUATION SHEET                    MEDFORD                       146 SUMMER STREET  
 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION                                                                           Area(s)      Form No. 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02125  
  
 

Continuation sheet 4 

AJ MDF.1080 

 
1875 Beers county atlas showing the initial depiction of the subject house labelled “C.H. Clark” indicated by a red arrow.  Note 
the original rear ell. 
 

 
1910 Sanborn accurately depicting the original rear ell of one story with the former hen house. 
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View from E. 
 

 
View from NW. 
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[If appropriate, cut and paste the text below into an inventory form’s last continuation sheet.] 
 
 
 

                      National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 
 
 
 
Check all that apply: 
 

  Individually eligible               Eligible only in a historic district 
 

  Contributing to a potential historic district           Potential historic district 
 
 
 
Criteria:         A           B           C        D 
 
Criteria Considerations:         A         B        C       D         E         F          G 
 
 
                   Statement of Significance by_____John D. Clemson_____________________ 
                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 
                       
The Calvin H. Clark House, 146 Summer Street, ca. 1860, would contribute to a potential National Register district 
that includes the oldest sections of Hillside.  Additional research would be required to determine its boundaries.  
MDF.AJ, Winthrop-Summer Area, within which the subject property is located, MDF.AI, the abutting Cotting Street 
Area to the west, the Johnson and Oldham Subdivision of 1854, yet to be fully documented, and larger sections of 
Hillside may be eligible for listing as a district.  In addition the NR-listed Middlesex Canal (MDF.AD, NRDIS 2009) 
traversed the immediate area near Summer Street, crossing Winthrop Street within this area.  The Johnson and 
Oldham Subdivision and the Winthrop-Summer Area are an altered but legible early residential subdivision and 
commercial node with beginnings in the mid-19th century.  Builders Johnson and Oldham with Johnson Brothers were 
associated with Medford’s rich history of ship building between ca. 1805 and 1870 through a likely connection with 
prominent ship builder Paul Curtis, and active as house builders in the neighborhood during the 1850s through 
1880s, greatly influencing its development and surviving physical appearance.  The neighborhood, which continued 
to develope slowly through the early 20th century, reflects a built environment and building practices of the period and 
retains integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.  Areas of significance 
include architecture, commerce, community planning and development, maritime history, social history and 
transportation.                                

 
 
 
 
                            
 


