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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): West Medford 
  

Address:  128 Boston Avenue 

Historic Name:   Frank L. and Ida F. Wolfe House 

Uses: Present:  single-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   ca. 1891 

Source:   deeds, maps 

Style/Form:    Queen Anne/ end house 

Architect/Builder:   evidently Moses W. Mann 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   stone 

Wall/Trim:   vinyl/ vinyl 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  none 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  Siding, sash and doors, 
recent decades. 
 
 

Condition:   Fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.1 acre 

Setting:    Dense mix of late-19th through early 20th 
century residential and commercial uses. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Wolfe House, built ca. 1891, is an example of a type of two-story end house observed in small numbers throughout 
West Medford and Hillside that is expanded and embellished by an octagonal tower projecting from one corner, in this case on 
the right (southeast).  The tower is unusual in that it is oriented at a slight angle so that the front-facing facet of the octagon is not 
flush with the façade; the other known examples of this sub-type share this attribute (see MDF.1003, 62-64 Marshall Street and 
MDF.1745, 29 Second Street.  The tower is capped by a picturesque, steeply pitched, faceted cone and lit by small gabled 
dormers on the two front facets.  A shallow porch sheltering the left-side entrance fills the rest of the façade.  The main gable is 
distinctive here, set back behind a shallow pent roof rather than flush with the façade.  The 20-foot-wide, 28-foot-deep main body 
is expanded by a lower gabled rear ell flush with the left elevation that extends 12 to the rear and is 16 feet wide.  The rear-right 
re-entrant angle was originally filled with an open porch since enclosed and expanded to the right under a low-pitched shed.  A 
rectangular bay expands the rear-right corner of the main body and a small oriel is located beyond the left side entrance, 
evidently lighting a stair landing.  The plan of the house is suggested by the left-side entrance and fenestration pattern, indicating 
a side-hall with a stair on the left and reception rooms filling the right side behind the tower and bay.  The kitchen and other work 
spaces are likely located in the ell. 
 
 Despite alterations that include siding, sash and door replacement with vinyl products, the house remains an integral 
legible component of an intact, late-19th-century streetscape along Boston Avenue between High Street to the west and the 
Mystic River to the east.  Surviving building fabric includes an elaborate copper finial at the top of the tower and the wood oriel 
with original moldings in the forward pile of the left elevation.  Original siding and trim likely survives beneath later layers of 
covering that could guide a restoration. 
 
 The house is sited at a shallow setback on its narrow, deep residential lot.  The open-lawn front garden is retained by 
low concrete blocks and a narrow concrete walkway leads to a wood porch stoop and deck of recent vintage.  The right side 
yard is filled by a narrow asphalt drive. 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 

 The ownership history of the house has been traced to its sale by local builder Moses W. Mann in 1892.  Moses 
Witcher Mann (1846-1933) was a native of Vermont and a local carpenter/builder whose advantageous marriage to Elizabeth 
Jenkins Clapp, a stepdaughter of Samuel Socrates Holton (1817-1894), greatly benefited his career.1  He moved to Woburn as a 
youth with his father, James A. Mann, also a carpenter/ builder.  His father-in-law S.S. Holton, a successful Boston boot and 
shoe merchant, with his son Samuel Slade (b. 1851), developed much of West Medford using Mann as their primary contractor 
(see West Medford Overview and Recommendations, Medford Historical Commission web site and Medford Hillside History of 
Development).   
 

Moses W. Mann engaged in business with his father as a builder, for some two years after reaching his majority.  
At the time of his marriage was in charge of improvements in the western part of Medford, building the first house 
in the section then opening up, now almost entirely filled with residences, many of which were erected by him, a 
section now one of the most attractive of the city.  He has been actively engaged in building, and has nearly all 
the year since been a resident of West Medford, doing much to promote its growth and prosperity.2 

 
In addition to his role in the development of West Medford, Mann was very active in the Medford Historical Society, later 

serving as editor of its regular publication, the Medford Historical Register and designing and building its headquarters at 10 
Governors Avenue in 1916 (MDF.119).  During the early 20th century he authored numerous articles for the Register, including 

 
1 Boston Daily Globe, Mar. 11, 1933, p. 13 (Obituary, incl. portrait). 
2 William Frederick Whitcher, Descendants of Chase Whitcher of Warren, N.H., Fourth in Descent from Thomas Whittier of Salisbury 
(Haverhill), Mass.  (News Book and Job Print, 1907) pp. 68-69. 
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“The West End Schoolhouse,” Vol. 8, 1905; “A Pioneer Railroad and How it was Built,” Vol. 12, 1909; “The Mystic Works,” 1917; 
and “Medford Steamboat Days,” Vol. 17, 1914.3 
 
 Middlesex County indexes to deeds indicate Mann, his wife, and father-in-law were actively trading lots within a 
subdivision recorded in 1891 that depicted seven lots and buildings that filled the north side of Boston Avenue between Arlington 
Street and the Mystic River crossing, reproduced below.  These complex series of transactions may have served to finance the 
family’s real estate development efforts and to protect their assets from potential creditors.   
 

In 1893 Mann sold the subject property, described as lot 4 on 1891 plan 70:10, reproduced below, to Frank L. Wolfe.  
Wolfe gave a very early version of a long-term mortgage to the Pioneer Co-Op Bank of Boston, with whom Mann did extensive 
business.  The loan was $2,000 payable in monthly instalments of $20.50, a term of 8 years.  This was unusual at a time when 
private mortgages generally had terms of one to three years with annual interest payments and the full principal due at the end 
of the term.  Frank Leslie Wolfe (1858-1906) was a native of Dartmouth, Nova Scotia who immigrated in 1879 and became a 
naturalized US citizen in 1887.  His mother was Margaret E. Tufts so further research may reveal a deeper connection to 
Medford, but preliminary research could not readily identify her in the local genealogical record.  In 1881 Wolfe married Ida F. 
Hartlen (born ca. 1862), a daughter of William and Fanny Hartlan of Milton, Nova Scotia.  Census records listed two sons, 
Sylvester C. and Percy F., born in Massachusetts between 1883 and 1885.  Until his early death from tuberculosis Wolfe worked 
as a machinist and brass finisher in Boston.4 

 
After Ida Wolfe sold the property in 1919 it underwent frequent changes of ownership until 1924.  Between that date and 

1945 it was owned by Vand C. Anselmo, a resident of Boston, and between 1945 and 2014 members of the Morris family, who 
resided in Somerville.  Local directories identified tenants during this period, when the building was occupied by single families.  
In 1924 the tenant was Francis B. Lovitt, who did not list an occupation.  In 1928 the tenants were Paul H. Mossman, an 
engineer, and wife Hazel H.  In 1930 the tenants were Henry P. and Alma Pare, who rented the house for $50 a month.  That 
year’s census identified Pare (born ca. 1886) as a salesman for a roofing company.  Their household included seven children 
born between 1908 and 1924.  In 1938 the tenants were Angelo and Celesta Penta, who did not list occupations.5    
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Maps and atlases: 
 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
3 See also Boston Daily Globe, Mar. 11, 1933, p. 13, obituary. 
4 MCSRD 2092:310 (1892); Ancestry.com: vital records, marriage, death, voting; 1900 Federal Census; 1905 Medford city directory. 
5 MCSRD 4286:439-441 (1919); 4798:26 (1924); 6878:11 (1945); 8262:492 (1954); 47814:184 (2006); 63759:150 (2014); 68979:35 (2017); 
74519:515 (2020); Ancestry.com: 1924-1938 Medford city directories, inclusive; 1930 Federal Census. 



INVENTORY FORM B  CONTINUATION SHEET                    MEDFORD                       128 BOSTON AVENUE  
 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION                                                                           Area(s)      Form No. 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02125  
  
 

Continuation sheet 3 

  

 
MCSRD Plan 70:10 (1891) showing the Holton/ Mann subdivision with existing or proposed building footprints.  The 
subject property is indicated by a red arrow. 
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1898 Stadly city atlas showing the initial depiction of the property labeled “F.L. Wolfe” (red arrow). 
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[If appropriate, cut and paste the text below into an inventory form’s last continuation sheet.] 
 
 
 

                      National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 
 
 
 
Check all that apply: 
 

  Individually eligible               Eligible only in a historic district 
 

  Contributing to a potential historic district           Potential historic district 
 
 
 
Criteria:         A           B           C        D 
 
Criteria Considerations:         A         B        C       D         E         F          G 
 
 
                   Statement of Significance by_______John D. Clemson___________________ 
                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 
                       
The Frank L. and Ida F. Wolfe House House, 128 Boston Avenue, built ca. 1891, is eligible for National 
Register listing as part of a district that would encompass sections of West Medford on several blocks 
flanking Boston Avenue on the west bank of the Mystic River.  This neighborhood was developed by 
Winchester boot and shoe merchant and real estate developer Samuel Socrates Holton (1817-1894) and 
his son-in-law, builder and designer Moses Witcher Mann (1846-1933).  Evidence suggests Mann 
designed and built large numbers of suburban villas in the neighborhood during the 1890s and conducted 
a woodworking and finishing enterprise with his son James W. Mann (1871-1940) prior to 1903 at 138 
Boston Avenue (MDF.473).  The area would meet criteria A and C both for its association with an 
important and influential local real estate developer, Holton, and builder and designer Mann.  It is a well-
preserved group of distinctively designed dwellings representative of its late-19th century period of 
development.  Despite minor alterations the area retains integrity of location, setting, design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association.  Areas of significance include architecture, community planning and 
development, ethnic heritage, industry and social history. 
 
Adjacent neighborhoods of West Medford such as the West Medford Commercial Area (MDF.AE) and 
several individual MHC Inventory Forms lining the surrounding blocks on Sharon, Jerome, Lincoln and 
Arlington streets have also been recommended for National Register listing for their association with an 
African American community which flourished there during the 20th century. 

                            
 


