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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): West Medford 
  

Address:  76 Sharon Street 

Historic Name:   Corner-Woodward House 

Uses: Present:  single-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   ca. 1881 

Source:   deeds, maps 

Style/Form:    Stick/ end house, complex 

Architect/Builder:   unknown 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   brick 

Wall/Trim:   wood shingle/ wood 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  detached garage 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  Siding, mid-20th century; 
Window opening alteration and sash and door replacement, 
recent decades. 
 
 
Condition:   Fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:    

Setting:    Dense mix of late-19th through early 20th 
century residential use. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 Despite minor alterations the Corner-Woodward House, built ca. 1881, remains a legible example of the Stick style of 
architecture, which is rare in Medford.  This story-and-a-half, gable-front example is part of a well-preserved streetscape of 
similarly scaled end houses in a variety of forms and styles, mostly in the contemporary Italianate or Queen Anne.  The subject 
example has a distinctive façade composed of a steep asymmetrical gable that descends to a low stud height on the left (west) 
side.  This unusual feature relates to picturesque, historicist styling that is associated with the “Stick” movement popular during 
the 1870s, which in part was a revival of post-medieval folk housing of northern Europe.  This was often expressed through the 
use of steep and clipped gables decorated with geometric trim meant to represent exposed timber framing.  Although such trim 
does not survive here, the asymmetric and clipped gables provide a strong physical document of this aesthetic in this 
neighborhood.  The house is expanded by a shallow front porch, open at the left-side entrance but enclosed on the right, and 
projecting clipped-gable wing that expands the rear pile on the left (west) side.  A lower gabled rear ell extends from the back of 
the wing, and a shed-roofed addition fills the re-entrant angle on the right side of the ell (facing front).  The Stick look of the 
house is enhanced by shed wall dormers that interrupt the main cornice on the sides of the main body and face of the ell.   
 

The dimensions of the main body are 26 feet wide by 28 feet deep; the wing projects 9 feet to the side and is 14 feet 
deep.  The original ell is about 20 feet deep and 13 feet wide and was expanded post-1950 to fill the re-entrant angle at the right-
rear corner of the house with a flat-roofed addition.  The interior plan is not clear from the entry sequence or fenestration pattern 
but recent real estate marketing images reproduced below depict a generous side hall beyond the entry and a three-run stair 
that fills the lower side of the asymmetrical gable on the left.  The stair banister and casings appear to survive in the hall.  
Elsewhere larger altered reception spaces fill the right side and rear pile of the main body, while the kitchen is evidently located 
in the ell.    

 
Other surviving features include molded rake boards and possibly a pedimented door surround with a sidelight and 

transom (the door has been replaced).  Other alterations include evident window-opening changes in both levels of the façade 
and the forward pile of the right elevation.  Elsewhere sash has been replaced.  The current wood shingle siding likely dates to 
the early 20th century. 
 
 The house is sited at a shallow setback that matches the surrounding dense streetscape on its narrow, deep lot.  
Landscaping includes open lawn surrounded by a low chain-link fence.  Mature evergreen specimen plantings visible in recent 
street views have recently been removed.  A narrow asphalt drive leads to a large, two-bay, hipped garage constructed of 
cinderblock sited against the right-rear corner of the lot.  The rear garden is filled by an in-ground swimming pool.     
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 
 The Corner-Woodward House was constructed within a planned residential subdivision dating to 1855 of the Smith 
Estate.  This owner of this early, large real estate development was merchant Thomas P. Smith of Roxbury and was part of the 
large holdings in Medford of the Brooks family during the 17th and 18th centuries.  In 1880 then-owner William W. Burrage of 
Cambridge (1836-1901), who was a Harvard-educated lawyer and likely acting as a trustee, sold the subject property, described 
as part of lots 73 and 74, to Abbie Ann Corner and John Corner of Medford.  The consideration was $713, suggesting there were 
no improvements at the time.  Abbie Corner shortly afterward purchased the abutting lot, 80-82 Sharon Street in 1886.  John 
Corner (1839-1906), a native of England, worked as a commercial merchant in the shoe industry.  In 1858 he married Abbie 
Lovejoy (born ca. 1835), a native of Andover and a daughter of Bailey and Mary Ann Lovejoy.  By 1886 the Corners resided on 
Sharon Street and their household included three children at various times: Lottie, John W. and George P.  By 1900 the Corner 
family resided in Marblehead at 5 Allerton Place.1 
 

 
1 MCSRD 1551:389 (1880); 1748:39 (1886); Larson Fisher, Medford City-Wide Survey Plan, 2010, West Medford; Ancestry.com: vital records, 
marriage, death; 1800, 1900 Federal Census; 1886, 1890 Medford city directories.  
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 In 1904 John and Abbie Corner sold the subject property and its neighbor to the east, 80-82 Sharon Street, with 127 feet 
of frontage on Sharon, to Archelaus K. and Ella M. Woodward.  Archelaus Keith Woodward (1860-1938), a native of Taunton, 
worked as a salesman and commercial traveler for a wholesale paint and oil company.  He was married to Ella M. (Pollock) 
Woodward (1870-1940) and there was one known surviving child, Charlotte Hazel (Woodward) Fowler (born ca. 1890).  The 
Woodward family resided at 76 Sharon Street until 1945, when Charlotte H. Fowler, the wife of J. Warren Fowler, sold the 
property.  Since that time its description identified 62 feet of frontage.  Subsequent owners included Joseph D. and John A. 
Holston, who sold it to the current owners of record, two generations of the Kirkorian family, in 1957.2  
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Maps and atlases: 
 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page. 
 
 

 
2 MCSRD 3096:361 (1904); 4328:222 (1920); 6922:476 (1945); 9054:325 (1957); 17635:433 (1986); 29922:257 (1999); 30441:602 (1999); 
Ancestry.com: 1910-1930 Federal Census (inclusive); 1902, 1905, 1916, 1926 Medford city directories; Boston Daily Globe, Nov. 12, 1940, p. 
22 (death notice, Ella M. (Pollock) Woodward). 
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MCSRD Plan 8 (B of 7, 1855) depicting lots 73 and 74 indicated by a red arrow. 
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1889 Walker county atlas showing the initial depiction of 76 Sharon Street and its abutter to the east in the ownership of J. 
Corner, indicated by a red arrow. 
 

 
Interior image of the stair hall just inside the main entrance showing the main stair and casings captured from Zillow 5/2022. 
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View from SE showing part of the rear-right addition. 
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Cinderblock garage. 
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[If appropriate, cut and paste the text below into an inventory form’s last continuation sheet.] 
 
 
 

                      National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 
 
 
 
Check all that apply: 
 

  Individually eligible               Eligible only in a historic district 
 

  Contributing to a potential historic district           Potential historic district 
 
 
 
Criteria:         A           B           C        D 
 
Criteria Considerations:         A         B        C       D         E         F          G 
 
 
                   Statement of Significance by_______John D. Clemson___________________ 
                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 

 
The Corner-Woodward House at 76 Sharon Street, ca. 1881, is located within a planned residential 
subdivision known as the Smith Estate dating to 1855.  This subdivision was largely developed by later 
owner Samuel S. Holton and others and many of the houses are attributed to his superintendent, local 
builder and designer Moses W. Mann, and other builders such as Lewis H. Lovering.  The neighborhood 
was documented in 2012 by Grover and Larson using individual MHC Inventory forms.  This documentation 
effort centered largely on Jerome and to a lesser extent on Lincoln and Arlington streets.  All were 
recommended for listing as a district that could fill the blocks of West Medford bounded by High Street 
(west), Boston Avenue (north) and the Mystic River (south and east). 
 
The subject property would contribute to a historic district “that is significant for its representation of an early 
railroad suburb where a sizeable number of African American families formed a distinguishable community 
at the turn of the 20th century.”  The area, organized in a grid street plan platted with minimal lots, retains 
many similar examples of late-19th-century design in diverse but harmonious streetscapes.  It retains 
integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.  Applicable criteria 
include A and C for its architecture and associations.  Areas of significance include architecture, community 
planning and development, ethnic heritage and social history.   

 
 
 
                            
 


