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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): East Medford 
  

Address:  8 Hamlin Avenue 

Historic Name:   Hamiln – Mangelinckx – Lambert House 

Uses: Present:  single-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   1875-1889 or 1920-1936 

Source:   maps, deeds 

Style/Form:    Dutch Colonial/ gambrel front 

Architect/Builder:   unknown 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation:    

Wall/Trim:   vinyl/ vinyl 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  none 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  Rebuild or renovation/ 

addition/ remodel after a fire, 1935; vinyl siding, sash and 
doors, 1985. 
 
 
Condition:   Fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.11 acre 

Setting:    Dense mix of late-19
th
 through early 20

th
 

century residential use. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The construction date of the Hamlin – Mangelinckx – Lambert House is ambiguous; period plans and atlases depict a 
building on this site as early as 1883, yet its current appearance suggests a Dutch Colonial house of the inter-war period of the 
1920s or 1930s.  However city building department records suggest the house was remodeled in 1931 with work described as 
“repair house damaged by fire.”  The Dutch Colonial type is characterized by a high gambrel roof above a full first story.  Many 
examples have a faux gambrel created by trim on each side and a pent roof applied to an otherwise two-story gable-block 
house, as is the case here.  Given its narrow lot this example is oriented perpendicular to the street with its main entrance 
placed in an enclosed front porch across the narrower gambrel-front elevation and to one side on the right, or east, end of the 
facade.  A shallow gambrel wing projects from the left-side rear pile, and an enclosed rear porch extends from the right end of 
the rear elevation.  Overall dimensions are 20 by 40 feet and the rear-left wing projects 8 feet from that side. In 1935 a permit 
was granted, described as “addition to house, estimated cost $300.”  This was evidently the rear-left wing that appeared 
between 1910 and 1936 according to Sanborn maps.  In 1986 the front porch was enclosed. 
 
 Vinyl siding, trim, windows and doors installed in 1985 obscure the building’s original appearance.  The fenestration 
pattern is regular and symmetrical with the exception of the enclosed front porch, which is lit by a canted oriel of recent vintage 
and standard windows to each side.  A windowless forward pile in the right side elevation suggests the location of the main stair 
(octagonal oculi of more recent vintage have evidently been inserted to light the stair).  The building’s narrow, deep footprint 
combined with its gabled massing and brick foundation supports a substantial remodel of an earlier Italianate end house.   
 
 The house is sited close to the frontage against the east lot line on its minimal 50x100 foot lot.  The west side yard is 
paved and the rear yard heavily vegetated.  The 1936 Sanborn map depicts a detached, single-bay garage that does not 
survive.   Records of the city building inspector document a garage built in 1922, enlarged in 1947, and demolished in 1970.         
 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 
 The subject property, identified as lot 6 on a subdivision plan recorded in 1883 by then-owner Joseph P. Hamlin, was 
depicted with a building at the time.  A building was also initially depicted on the 1889 Walker county atlas in the ownership of 
“J.H.”  It has not been possible to locate a deed recording Hamlin’s acquisition of this property but his ownership was 
demonstrated by the 1883 subdivision plan reproduced below, maps and subsequent deeds.  Joseph Perez Hamlin (1832-1910) 
was a successful real estate speculator throughout the Boston region and was known as the “richest Norwood man,” where he 
resided.  A native of Sidney, Kennebec County, Maine, he moved to Boston at the age of 16 and worked for a number of dry 
goods firms including White, Brown, Davis & Co., importers, 100 Congress Street, during the 1850s.  At this time, according to 
Hamlin’s obituary, he “conceived the idea of selling goods by sample as a travelling salesman…in the first year he demonstrated 
the practicality of the method of selling goods to the amount of $54,000.  The honor of being the first travelling salesman and 
originator of the practice was one which he set much store by.”  In 1863 he “went into business on his own account” and began 
investing in real estate in Willimantic, Connecticut, and later in the Boston region.  He resided and conducted business at 122 
London Street, East Boston, and part time in Norwood, where he operated a 225-acre farm and resided at the “corner of Wilson 
and Bullard streets” (this area has been recorded as the F. Holland Day House Neighborhood, NRD.B, Ed Gordon, but Hamlin is 
not mentioned in that form).

1
 

 
 In 1913 following Hamlin’s 1910 death, his heirs partitioned his considerable holdings among themselves, including 2 
lots on Hamlin Avenue.  His heirs included his grandchildren Edward Merritt Hamlin, Russell Eustis Hamlin, Willard Bates Hamlin 

                                                           
1
 Boston Daily Globe, Aug. 12, 1910, p. 11, obituary, “Last Honors to J.P. Hamlin, Funeral of Richest Norwood Man…”  See also 

Ancestry.com: vital records, death; 1870-1910 Federal Census, inclusive, excluding 1890; H. Franklin Andrews, The Hamlin Family, A 
Genealogy of James Hamlin of Barnstable, Massachusetts (self published, 1902) p. 531; see also 1870 US Federal Census Non-Population 

Schedules, Agriculture: Hamlin’s Norwood farm was valued at $15,000 and produced corn, potatoes, produce, hay and butter valued at 
$2,260, above average for the neighborhood.  
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and Doris Hamlin, all of whom resided in Medford at 3 Cedar Road (his son Edward Kingsbury Hamlin had died in 1909 and his 
eldest son and namesake was insane and in guardianship; part of the holdings were granted to this guardian for Hamlin, Jr.’s 
benefit).

2
  Throughout this period the subject property remained in the ownership of the Hamlin family and was presumably 

rented to tenants.        
 
 In June of 1917 the subject property, identified as lot 6, was acquired by Theofiel Mangelinckx from Edward M., Russell 
E. and Willard B. Hamlin.  In October of 1919 Mangelinckx died after conveying the property to his wife, Irma, the previous 
month.  Both were natives of Geraardsbergen, Belgium, immigrating in 1906 and 1911, and Theofiel Mangelinckx worked as a 
cigar maker, a common occupation in this neighborhood (see MDF.B, sheet 6-7).

3
 

 
 Between 1920 and 1970 the property was owned by two generations of the Lambert family.  It was initially acquired by 
Matilda Lambert, the wife of William H. Lambert, both natives of Canada born in 1890 and 1894, respectively.  William Lambert 
worked as a carpenter during the 1920s and later as a pipe fitter for a fuel company.  In 1940 their household included two 
daughters, a son, a daughter-in-law, and one grandchild.  Eldest daughters Dorothy (b. 1919) and Lillian (b. 1921) worked as 
dippers in a chocolate factory and son James (b. 1918) was an iron worker.  Building permits referenced in the description 
indicate that Lambert remodeled the house after a fire in 1931.

4
 

 
 Subsequent owners included Joseph S. Vetrano (1970-1980), Frank A. Bimbo and Deborah T. Olauson (1980-1985), 
Bary R. and Nancy G. Rund (1985-1992) and Curtt M. and Lisa C. Perry (1992-1996), who sold to the current owner of record.

5
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1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
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Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
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2
 Suffolk County Registry of Deeds 3711:501 (1913). 

3
 MCSRD 4150:485-486 (1917); 4296:362 (1919); Ancestry.com: 1916, 1918 Medford city directories; 1906, 1911 US Arriving Passenger and 

Crew Lists, New York (arriving from Antwerp aboard vessel “Vaderland”). 
4
 MCSRD 4334:376-377 (1920); 4498:227 (1922); 11925:339 (1970); 1926 Medford city directory; 1940, 1950 Federal Census. 

5
 MCSRD 14099:282 (1980); 16940:345 (1985); 22198:300 (1992); 26457:589 (1996). 
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MCSRD Plan 207:22 (1882).  The subject property, with a building, is number six indicated by a red arrow. 
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1889 Walker county atlas depicting a building at the subject location indicated by a red arrow labeled “J.H.” – Joseph 
Hamlin, indicated by a red arrow.
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1910 Sanborn depicting the house prior to renovations, red arrow. 

 

 
1936 Sanborn depicting a slightly altered footprint that matches current conditions, red arrow.  
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View from SE. 


