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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): Lawrence Estates 
  

Address:  180 Lincoln Road 

Historic Name:   Linwood L. and Margaret W. Reed House 

Uses: Present:  single-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   ca. 1932 

Source:   deeds 

Style/Form:    Colonial Revival/ Cape Cod 

Architect/Builder:   unknown 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation:   poured concrete 

Wall/Trim:   wood shingle/ wood 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  none 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  none evident 

 
 

Condition:   Good 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.21 acre 

Setting:    Planned residential subdivision of the 
inter-war period. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Reed House, built ca. 1932, is an example of a side-entry Cape.  This type, known colloquially as the Cape Cod 
house or cottage, came in different sizes and configurations that drew on common house plans of the early 20th century.  The 
type is derived from the most basic and common house form of the 18

th
 and 19

th
 centuries.  The modern versions are commonly 

single story in height, sometimes with the windows tucked under the eaves, and enclose two piles under high gabled or gambrel 
roofs.  They were usually only simply ornamented and sheathed in either clapboards or shingles. These houses ranged from the 
small four-room plan of the ‘minimum house’ popularized by the Federal Housing Administration, to houses with multiple masses 
that partook of the regional preference for additive volumes to achieve more commodious plans.  The subject example has a 
taller stud height typical of early 20

th
 century examples.  It is also small, with a side entry in the right (north) of three bays.  The 

additive component here is a lower wing that extends to the right, housing a full engaged porch and a garage that opens on the 
right side.  The upper story is lit by two diminutive gabled dormers in the main body and a single centered on the wing.  Full-
width shed dormers fill the rear slopes of both the main body and wing, suggesting abundant useable second-level space.  A 
small shed-roofed ell fills the left half (facing front) of the rear elevation.  The plan is suggested by the location of a chimney 
centered on the roof at the ridge, indicating a large living room forward with kitchen and dining at the rear. 
 
 The house appears to have undergone a residing with cementatious shingles during the 20

th
 century but eave returns on 

both the main and dormer gables survive.  The residing appears to have resulted in the removal of window casings but the door 
surround retains its pediment trim supported by pilasters (this detail is partially obscured by a metal awning).  Evidence 
supporting a restoration likely survives beneath later layers of siding.  Both the main entrance and porch are sheltered by metal 
awnings that likely date to the mid-20

th
 century, and the side porch has a brick parapet.  The house faces east across a cul-de-

sac near the north terminus of Lincoln Road, which projects into and is surrounded on three sides by the Middlesex Fells 
Reservation.  Landscaping includes open lawn with mature trees lining the rear lot line.  A narrow asphalt drive skirts the north 
property line and curves south to align with the garage door. 
 
 The Reed House is part of a large intact neighborhood which is an extensive planned residential development known as 
Lawrence Estates dating generally from the mid-1920s and 1930s.  The area includes hundreds of examples of inter-war design 
of consistent quality and variation.  The scale and siting of the many well-preserved examples in the area, which line gently 
curving lanes, creates harmonious streetscapes throughout the entire subdivision. 
 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 

The Reed House is located within a large residential subdivision known as Lawrence Estates, designed in 1926.  The 
subdivision is named for the former owner of the property, General Samuel Crocker Lawrence (1832-1911) a prominent local 
industrialist and land owner.

1
  Its early history is related in detail with MDF.37, The Albree-Hall-Lawrence House, 353 Lawrence 

Road, late 18
th
 century, through research undertaken by Jennifer B. Doherty and Claire Dempsey.  During its ownership by the 

Lawrence family during much of the 19
th
 century this large parcel was kept in agricultural use and served as an estate farm, 

providing produce, fruit, milk, cheese and eggs to the Lawrence household, which was located closer to High Street on Forest 
Street (not extant).  After its ownership by the Albree, Hall, Brooks and Lawrence families between the late 18

th
 century and 

1924, it was subdivided and developed in its present form after Lawrence’s death in 1911 and the death of his wife in 1924 into a 
large number of small house lots. The developer, Lawrence Estates Trust, was overseen by Willard Welsh and Ellis L. Gates, 
with Welsh’s realty company (209 Washington Street and later 45 Bromfield Street, Boston) serving as selling agents for what 
they described as “The Most Beautiful and Convenient Location in the Suburbs of Boston.”  Their promotional brochure notes 

                                                           
1
 See George F. Moore, “Samuel Crocker Lawrence, Patriot, Philanthropist and Freemason,” New Age Magazine, Vol. 15 (Supreme Council, 

33; Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction, 1911) pp. 401-403; also Frank T. Robinson, History of the Fifth 
Regiment MVM (WF Brown & Company, 1879) pp. 14-17; William Richard Cutter, ed., Historic Homes and Places and Genealogical and 
Personal Memoirs Relating to the Families of Middlesex County, Massachusetts (Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 1908) pp. 1526-1528; 
MDF.AN; MDF.AO. 
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that Lawrence had been unwilling to sell during his lifetime and made the place “one of the show places of greater Boston.” It 
continued:  “the landscape architects who have planned and supervised the present high grade development have conserved all 
its attractions,” but the name of the firm was not specified.  The plan restricted construction to “single-family houses of approved 
plan and construction.”

2
  Willard Welsh (1865-1950) was by all accounts a successful real estate broker and developer 

throughout the Boston area.  A native of Duxbury, he resided for many years at 60 Greenleaf Street, Malden.  His activities in 
large real estate transactions and developments were abundantly covered in the Boston Globe’s real estate reporting.  His 
partner in the Lawrence Estates subdivision, who later took over the firm, was Ellis L. Gates (1884-1969), a resident of the 
Waban section of Newton.

3
 

 
The property was acquired by its initial owners and occupants, Linwood L. and Margaret W. Reed, in 1931 from the 

Willard Welsh Realty Co.  The house was presumably built shortly afterward.  The deed to the Reeds included the restrictions 
that only single-family houses valued not less than $7,500 could be constructed.  Only private garages for not more than three 
automobiles could be built.  Setbacks for houses were 25 feet and 35 feet for garages.  The restrictions included a distinctive 
prohibition against “one-story bungalow[s]” unless their design was pre-approved in writing by Willard Welsh Realty Co.  
Linwood Loring Reed (1900-1991) was a native of Swampscott and worked as a general manager for the Service Castor & 
Truck Company of New England, located in Somerville.  In 1940 his household, valued at $6,000, included his wife, son and 
namesake (born ca. 1931) and one domestic servant, Martha Thomas, a native of Massachusetts.

4
 

 
Subsequent owners included Joseph D. and Gertrude B. DeMasi (1947-1953), Leo and Claire S. Lane (1953-1972) and 

Bernard and Ruth Weiner (1972-2022).
5
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2
 Lawrence Estate, promotional brochure, n.d., unpaginated, collection of Dempsey. 

3
 Boston Traveler, May 24, 1950, p. 22, obituary, Willard Welsh; Boston Globe, Apr. 7, 1969, p. 31, obituary, Ellis L. Gates. 

4
 MCSRD 5545:442 (1931); Ancestry.com: US WWII Draft Card; 1940 Federal Census; 1938 Medford city directory. 

5
 MCSRD 7109:536 (1947); 8059:103 (1953); 12271:437 (1972); 56474:526 (2011); 80737:475 (2022). 
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FIGURES 

 
MCSRD Plan 387:11, 1928, depicting Lawrence Estates as originally designed.  The subject property is indicated by a red 
arrow.  This plan depicts 388 lots, some of which may have been combined or further subdivided, but current research suggests 
much of it was built as planned. 
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1936 Sanborn map with the initial depiction of the Reed House, indicated by a red arrow.  North is left. 
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                      National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 

 
 

 
Check all that apply: 

 

  Individually eligible               Eligible only in a historic district 
 

  Contributing to a potential historic district           Potential historic district 
 

 

 

Criteria:         A           B           C        D 

 

Criteria Considerations:         A         B        C       D         E         F          G 

 

 

                   Statement of Significance by______John D. Clemson____________________ 
                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 

 
The Reed House, 180 Lincoln Road, ca. 1932, would contribute to a potential National Register historic 
district that could encompass the Lawrence Estates subdivision, designed in 1926.  This planned 
residential subdivision includes 388 properties as designed.  As built, the subdivision is remarkably 
uniform in terms of scale, massing and setback, consisting of modest 6-to-8-room one- and two-story 
houses on minimal suburban lots, yet it presents a broad diversity of traditional designs and forms of the 
inter-wary period including Colonials, Capes, Dutch Colonials and Tudors.  The nearly 400 buildings in 
the subdivision are well preserved, generally retaining integrity of location, setting, design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association.  The developers were prominent real estate broker Willard Welsh 
(1865-1950), his eponymous real estate development company, and his associate and successor Ellis L. 
Gates (1884-1969), both of whom appear to have had a major impact on early 20

th
 century suburban 

development in the Boston area.  At least one builder in the subdivision, Emil Joseph DeMontigney (born 
ca. 1893), associated with 137 Damon Road, 1933, MDF.1791, has been identified.  Areas of significance 
for the Lawrence Estates subdivision would include architecture, community planning and development 
and social history.                          

 

                            
 


