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Town/City:   Medford 

Place: (neighborhood or village): West Medford 
  

Address:  28 Grove Street 

Historic Name:   Walter W and Lillie Wilmot House 

Uses: Present:  single-family residential 

Original:  single-family residential 

Date of Construction:   1911-1912 

Source:   deeds, maps 

Style/Form:    Classical/ hip block 

Architect/Builder:   likely George W. Woodland 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   natural stone 

Wall/Trim:   wood shingle/ wood 

Roof:   asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  none 
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  none evident 
 
 

Condition:   Exceptional integrity with deferred 
maintenance. 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   0.32 acre 

Setting:    Well-preserved planned residential 
suburban development of ca. 1910.  

 

 



INVENTORY FORM B  CONTINUATION SHEET                    MEDFORD                       28 GROVE STREET  
 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION                                                                           Area(s)      Form No. 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02125  
  
 

Continuation sheet 1 

  

 
 

 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
 
 The Wilmot House, ca. 1911-1912, despite deferred maintenance, retains exceptional integrity and remains a legible 
example of the type of large, ‘comfortable’ house constructed throughout the surrounding large subdivision at the time.  The term 
comfortable house is derived from recent work by Gowans on this type of dwelling, which represented a shift from earlier forms 
of upper-middle-class housing which rationalized massing, introduced standardized plans, increased household efficiency by 
reducing the need for household staff, and introduced modern features such as privacy, central heating and plumbing.1  This 
example is a compactly massed two-and-a-half-story hip-block rectangle with dimensions of 38 feet wide by 26 feet deep.  This 
massing is relieved by a large façade gable centered on the forward slope of the low-pitched main hip.  The façade is filled with 
a deep covered porch and a second partially enclosed porch shelters a rear entrance on the north end of the rear elevation.  
Additional massing includes a canted bay filling the left side of the façade beneath the porch, a rectangular bay above the 
central main entrance, and a canted oriel in the forward pile of the right (north) elevation.  A broad, shallow bay that projects to 
the edge of the cornice is centered on the rear elevation. 
 
 The house retains all of its original building fabric, which contributes to an eclectic blend of classicism and Craftsman 
aesthetic.  Siding is uniform stained shingles woven at the corners.  A molded band course at the second-floor level supports a 
shingled skirt.  The porch is supported by a natural stone foundation supported by arched openings and extends upward into 
stone piers that support paired Tuscan columns.  The porch cornice is boxed but the deep main cornice is open, with a shallower 
kick at the roof edge supported by decorative rafter tails.  Fenestration is arranged in a regular, symmetrical, three-bay pattern 
on the façade with the exception of a paired bay in the right side, and a two-bay pattern on the sides, The original twelve-over-
one sash survives in edge-molded casings, as well as the front door and sidelights set into a paneled and pilastered surround.  
The upper sash in the façade gable has diamond panes. 
 
 The Wilmot House is sited at a modest setback facing east toward Grove Street.  The setback matches the rest of this 
block of Grove Street, creating a harmonious streetscape of similarly scaled yet distinctively designed houses of the same 
moment (one exception is the earlier Harry Brooks House of 1895 at 34 Grove Street, the abutting property to the north, 
MDF.93).  The flat topography throughout the neighborhood is landscaped with open lawns, isolated trees, and other plantings, 
creating an open, park-like setting among curving lanes.  A drive enters the north edge of the frontage.  Map evidence indicates 
there was a detached garage at the northwest corner of the property that has been demolished.       
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 

Period county atlases and a history of ownership through title research has established that the subject property was 
part of a large planned residential subdivision undertaken by the West Medford Realty Trust ca. 1910.  In May of 1909 this trust 
purchased approximately 49 acres from another land trust, trustees of which included a member of the Brooks family: Edward 
Brooks, and his associates Emor Harding and Francis C. Welch.2  The large Brooks family, with many branches active in 
Medford through the early 20th century, had owned extensive acreage in West Medford since the 17th century (see MDF.801, 
MDF.905 and MDF.966; a map of their partial holdings in 1860 and the 1898 Stadly county atlas showing the same are 
reproduced below).  Trustees of the grantee included George W. Woodland of Melrose and Henry W. Jackson of Wakefield.  
Woodland (1867-1969), a native of Wallace, NS, Canada, was identified in various records as a carpenter, real estate agent, 
architect, and builder.  He resided throughout the early 20th century at 204 Franklin Street, Melrose with his wife, Lillie A. 
(Northrup, born ca. 1868), also a native of Nova Scotia.  The household included two children and later in-laws and 
grandchildren.  Circumstances suggest he built many of the similarly scaled and articulated houses in the subdivision.  His 
partner, Henry W. Jackson (born ca. 1851), a native of Massachusetts, was a prominent manufacturer of sash, blinds, and doors 
in Boston and Somerville: Jackson & Newton Co.  This firm, established in 1894, operated in Somerville at “…a warehouse 
containing some 60,000 square feet.  The business increased rapidly and in 1926 the company secured the large plant of the 

 
1 See Alan Gowans, The Comfortable House, North American Suburban Architecture, 1890-1930 (MIT, 1989) passim. 
2 MCSRD 3442:574 (1909). 
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former Glenwood Dye Works in Medford, containing 125,000 feet of floor space.”3  In 1928 the firm, with a number of other sash 
and blind manufacturers, merged with Brockway-Smith, which remains active.4  
 

 The West Medford Realty Trust was established for the benefit of its trustees to “…hold said real estate for the 
purpose of improving, developing, managing, and disposing of the same in such parts or parcels and for such consideration as 
they shall deem best for the benefit of shareholders.”  1,000 shares of capital stock were issued with a par value of $100; each 
trustee retained 400 shares and the balance of 200 was placed in escrow.5  In 1911 the subject lot, described as number 208 on 
the plan, was sold by trustee George W. Woodland to Fred E. Nelson of Lowell (34 Clark Road, LOW.655).  Nelson (1863-1941) 
left an estate of $1 million and “was one of the pioneers in the 5-and-10-cent-store system in this country when he opened the 
first of his chain in Newport [NH] 60 years ago.”  There is no record of his residence in Medford so he may have been 
speculating or had financial ties to the development in a form that is not readily apparent.   This deed included restrictions that 
single-family dwellings of at least $4,000 in value be erected.6 

 
Although it has not been possible to locate a deed, by 1912 the property was occupied by Walter Wesley Wilmot (born 

ca. 1870).  By 1930 he owned the house, which at the time was valued at $16,000.  In 1920 Wilmot’s household included his 
second wife, Lillie M (Phelps, 1876-1949), two sons and four daughters born between 1905 and 1914, and two nephews born in 
1890 and 1894.  Wilmot worked as a clerk, messenger and store keeper at the US Custom House in Boston during his residency 
in Medford.  In 1950 Lillie Wilmot’s heirs, three surviving daughters and one son, conveyed the property to a fifth heir, son Walter 
W Wilmot, who sold it the following year.  Subsequent owners included Louis Dini, Alice O Dini and John Lombardi (owners 
1951-1972).  Between 1972 and 1981 it was owned by the Emery Nursing Home and Thomas J McNulty, Jr, and between 1981 
and recently by Michael E Zegel.7         
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES     
 
Maps and atlases: 
 
1855 H.F. Walling. “Map of Medford....” 
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
1880 O. H. Bailey [Bird’s Eye View of] Medford. 
1889 Geo. H. Walker & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  
1898 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of the City of Medford.... 
1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1.  
1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases. 
 
Ancestry.com: see footnotes 
Charles Brooks and James M. Usher, History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, From its First 

Settlement in 1630 to 1855; Revised, Enlarged and Brought Down to 1885 (Rand, Avery & Co., 1886) 
Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds, in notes as MCSRD book:page (date). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
3 Boston Daily Globe, Feb. 4, 1928, p. 3. 
4 Ancestry: Woodland: vital records, marriage; 1900-1940 Federal Census, inclusive; Jackson: 1900-1920 Federal Census, inclusive; 1909, 
1925 Wakefield directories; 1910 Boston directory; Boston Daily Globe, Jan. 30, 1928 (display ad). 
5 MCSRD 3442:575 (1909), declaration of trust. 
6 MCSRD 3597:206 (1911); Ancestry.com: 1910, 1920 Federal Census; Boston Herald, Nov. 16, 1941, p. 59, “$284,000 left to 58 persons, 10 
N.H. Institutions, Fred E. Nelson Estate Believed Near $1,000,000.” 
7 Ancestry.com: 1909-1924 Medford city directories, inclusive; 1910-1940 Federal Census, inclusive; vital records, marriage; MCSRD 
7532:511 (1950); 7795:155 (1951); 8861:229-230 (1956); 12263:141 (1972); 12925:42 (1976); 14269:582 (1981).  
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FIGURES 

 
Courtesy of the collection of the Medford Brooks Estate Land Trust Archives (MBELT) depicting the holdings of the heirs of Gorham 
Brooks in 1860.  The West Medford Realty Trust subdivision is approximately outlined in red. 
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MCSRD Plan 182:49 (A of 2) 1909 depicting the east section of the West Medford Real Estate Trust.  The subject property is indicated 
by a red arrow.  North is up. 
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